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“hriftianity not Myfterious :
' OR, A

TREATISE

Shewing,

i That there is nothing in the
i  GOSPEL Contrary to

REASON,

Nor Above it:

And that no Chriftian Doétrine
can be properly call’d

A MYSTERY.

By YOHN TOL AND.

g—

To which is .Added,

An Apology for Mr. Toland, inrela-
tion tothe Parliament of Ireland’s
ordering this Book to be burnt.

\

i We need not defire a better Evidence that any Man is in
the wrong, than to hear himdeclare againjt Reafon,and
thereby to acknowledg that Reafon is againft him,
Arch-bifhop Tillocfon.

: London, Printed in the- Year 1702,
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PREFACE

Afne v o)

ﬂeltevemll Mm zmﬂ readx{y alx-

low, that none fhould [peak with

more Freedom and : Affurance
bari he.that. defends or illuftratessthe
Tyuchi~ But i we: credit. the: Ki-
lory' of: farmer. Tiime, : or dily denfi-
ler:ohat - paffes imvthe.prefent; ! we
bald vfind nose: mora-backwatdgo
peak their Mmdsmp.ublwk rhane:
ts-hawe Right on theid fide. \Usnfberd
be Gl of iy Ganfesunivil
g fosldfonsiy ‘e, "ospgon
ik,  againftalRbtadteacks of b8k
Knemisa:. Jwamﬂgrmar&m fre-
ot nE xmider q ARyt
b, %ﬂtﬂwefaﬂirw};
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The Preface.

moft difgraceful and Violent things for
love of the Truth. - Yet if we make
a juft Computation, and take in the
Primitive Martyrs with the Prophets
and Apoftles tbem[ell;gs the p;ycj's’d
Defenders of Truth, only for Truh’
Jake, will be found to be a_fmall hand-
ful with refpect to the numerovs Par-
tizans of Error, -

And [uch is - che deplorable Condi-
tionof our Age, that a Man dares
not openly and diretly von what be
thinks of Divine Matters, tho it be
never fo true ‘and beneﬁcml if it
but very [lightly differs from what
tstecesved by any Party, or that is

ablif’d by Law; but he s either
]ﬂ to keep perpetual Silence, or

o propofe bis Seutiments to the
World by wayof ®aradox, upder a
borro-d or- fillitions None... To

mention the lbaf} part of the Inconve

".



The- Preface. |

{ have the (ourage toact more above-
. board, is too melancholy a Theme, and
- Vifsble enough to be lamented by allthat
are truly generous and Vertuous. -
The Pravity of moft Mens Dif-
pofitions, andtbe Ambition of parti-

cular Perfonsmakes this Matter feem

lefs_ftrange in Politick and Secalar
Affairs ; and yet a Man may not on-
- ly make new Difcoveries and Im-
provements in Law or Phyfick, and
in the other Arts and Sciences imps-

- nibly,- but alfo for- fo doing be de-.

fervedly encourag’d and rewarded.
But wonderful! That the facred

Name of Religion which faunds np~:
. thing but Sanélity, Peace, and Inte--

grity, fhould be [o aniverfally abusd

to patronize Ambition, Impiety, and

(Contension ! And that what “is owr

bigheft Intereft perfeltly to. snder-:

and, [bould  (for Reafons after-
your sy A
" Aj

tain'd

|
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- Thié-Phefiite.
tah d to be obfcuré - and Verj induftri-
ouﬁ) mirde fo! Z\{ay, Wt is come to

- this;#that' Truth meets 'no where with

ﬂronger Oppofitian, thun * from - ma-
ny of thofe that raifeshe loudeft Cry
abowtiit; and mld‘% taken for
no Bfs ‘than the” onk “Prifpenfers: ‘of
tbe FaVours and-'Oracles of Heaven.
I unyhas the thmg/s to touch the
mmuteﬂ thing that bhinps them Gain

or Credit; be's prefently purfu'd with
the Flue - dnd Cry'of “Ferefy : And,
gf 'be‘\’diues théir Cenfures, compell d d

tomaRehonokrablé- Mrends 5 ov'if be

erés\;orltumamus, "be:falls a Sacyi-
fice; -ub-leaft i bis' q(eparauon to
;btir\mplaeabk Hawved:

"My b5 be like, wé widy he fure,.
th-veceive -ﬂzre)“ Giitwber: from-the
dwktrtd Antayortifes of Religion; v}mﬂ
Prineiples, &ﬁtbkj"irdmple updis - alb
Ejuity and V“tiltb Yo they-obliahtom.
taWand ol bl;\y‘}rénubm iAffers

torg



Tlg; l}rcfacp.
tors of thefe and all other Vertues.
But of fuch depreffing Confiderufions
envigh ! Notwithfianding which; 1
have ventur'd to publifh this th-
courﬁ.’ Je/‘gnm‘g thereby to refti
ai‘much as 'm able, the narréiv biggt
ted Tenets 'of the One, and’ t‘b{
'zm iatis Maxims of tbe Otber. ,
No /ftbetﬂ or Infidel of ' any .kmd
can juftly be angry with mef ea-
uring Swords with themy “and at-
) tackm‘g tbtm ‘only thb the ° eapom
they” Prcﬁirtbe me. - The true Chei-
idn _can.no more be oﬂ“ended ibben

- .bé ﬁnds ine i Z{o] 'Rea/'on, nbt 19-

“nervate or but to Coiiftrm dnd
“elucidate {e‘velatzon 3 uukfs be vis
ipreben/' e I lhould remler it tpo

ar to or too mixlxar o‘t
: otbers, 45ﬁ4rdrtzes rioﬁ ddy
~ will own t0 make it appegr,
ithat the afon is gk | fr
,'gerqm' : as zg ’f,\f nféﬁly
e YiOA4 3pr¢-

..
»
\

¥
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reprefented, and ihat too by fuch as
mightily extolit, whenit feems to fa-
Vour "em, yet Vouchfafe it not a bear -
ing when it makes againft them, but
oppofe its own Authority to it [elf.
Tbefe are bigh Privileges indeed, and
the fureft Means of baving dways
the better of the Difpute that could pof-
[bly be devis'd. :

That the miltaken Unbeliever may

10t Jay T [erve a Hypothefis in the

Defeuce of my Faith, like Jome who
firf} imagine or receive an Opmion, and
then ftudy Proofs to eftablifh it 1 fo-

 lemmly declare the thing is much other-
. wife; -and that I bold nothing as an

. drticle’ of myReligion, byt what the

 bigheft Evidence forc’d me to embrace.
Far being educgted, from my (ra-
‘e, i, be groet Suprfiion. and
. Jdolatry, God was pleas’d to make
.y owy Reafon, and fuch as made

e of theirs, thy bappy Ifiruments
) ‘ 0



The Prcfacé.

my Converfion. Thus I have
en Very early accuftom'd to Exami-
nation and En l}wry, and tanught not to
captivate ny nder flanding, o more
than my Senfes to any Man or
whatfoever.  Now the beft Metlm{
1 think, of communicating to athers
'tbg Trutb is that by which a Man bas
Jearnt it blm[elf '
“That the well-meaning Chriflian

iay not fufpelt, ag it falls out very -

ordinarily, that 1 aim at more thas
¥ declare, and cunningly difguife

fome_bad G’rmaples under the fair

Pretence of defending the trne Re-
ligion; 1affure bim that I write with
ﬁ the Sincerity and Simplicity ima-
gmable, being as thoroughly convincd
what 1 maintain, as I €an be
of ‘any thing. If any oodMan
]j;)‘o:g aftergtbzr 'Protejiatmn perfift
“tothink bard of me, it muft needs |
geed from violent ’Prcpo effions = for

yery

ix



The Prefyce.

Very few can be found that are not
deeply engag’d in_fome-of one [ort or
another, for which a due Allowance
muft bemade.  Elow fond arewe all
apt to be of what we learn’d in our
Youth, - as the Sight or Remembrance
of the Places where we paft that agree-
able Time, does [brangely affet us!
A Motber is more charm’d with the
Lifping balf-form'd Words of ber at-
Jing Infant, than with the be
guage, and moft. folid "~ es,
That any Upflast, but of ¢
fbould pretend to overthrow

the Antients fomuch Timeand

to eftablifh, and themfelves [o great
Pains and (harges to learn, isof hard
Digeftion to fome. * And when otbers
are but pray'd to explain their Tepms,
which coynmonly _ [ignify nothing, or
what. they muft be afham’d to oion that
would.never be thought in an Error,
B0 4r¢ sl o in cxrevigant
— R e



Thel Prefadd  xk
Merchant to ntamme ‘high HAecompts
and"tis wellif -they can vefbraint their
Paffions: Not only a few Mon, but
oftentiniés ‘whole Societies, bbdﬁ they

~ confider Things but very Juipéxfieially,
I fucb & Vatue tipon cert gin-Sotinds,
asif they were thereal E)]mce of all.
" Rligion. - To qubftion orreject dny
df‘tbefe, tho #éver ﬁ fayre ‘and i
chrivenient ;is “dingerons = Helero-
2y And yet; as T binted - now,
they either “fignify nothing,” o bave
been invented "by [ome leadmg ‘Men
to* mike:pliin: things obfeure.and
not’ [ela’onHB tover tlmr m)rn‘ Tono-
rawce.  What'is unpardmaélé tbe
bv?y Smpture is put to the Torture (g
counbenartce this: Scholaftick 7473;0»
il théWietaphyfical- Chikeras: h}
it Widbork) Byt - the wécknefs.of
the grh#ejl ﬁzﬁt ‘of tbe[?’q’re]udtces
is o howrtd’ui‘ thiét to mention tbem

*Iy‘ﬁﬂm‘ Confotation = "N ﬂrd}
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1 be otherwife mov’d with any thing
of this Nature, than a prudent Man
would be at the Declamations of fuch
as bave recourfe to Railing when

Reafan fails them.
As for thofe Gentlemen who jug-
eft that the Credulityof Popery bas
ingbted me to an unwarrantable Di-
ance from it ; I bave nothing . to
Jay for their Sattsfa&ton, but that
I don’t envy them the cheap and com-
modious Mean they boaft of, while
- 1 think Truth and Error to be the
two Extreams.. Religion is not to.
be modell'd according to our Fancies,
nor o be judg'd of asit relates to
aur private Defigns ; elfe there would
be full .as.many Creeds as P{S/ms :
But bow little [oever our |
reg, and let our worldly Conve-.
niences be:what they willy:: Religion
is always the fame, like' God .its
Autloor, with whom them uvno
a-



The Preface. xit
‘Variablenefs, nor Shadow of
changing.

If any jhould ask me whether-1
bave fo gaod an Opinion.-of -my oen
Abilities; s toimagine that Tcan prove
a rationdk Accomnt may be . given of
all thofe jarring Doétrines, .ambigk-
ous Terms, and puzlmg Diftinchions -
which bave for fo many (enturies .
[ufficiently exercisd the Learn'd of
all forts: 1anfwer, that - don't pres
tend (as the Title-Page can teflify)
that We are able to explainthe Terms
‘or Dotlyines or this or .that Age,
Councd, or Natin, (maft of which
-are impervious Myfleries with 4 wity
nefs) but the Terms and Do&rines.of
the Gojpel. - They are not the Articles
q‘tbe Eaft or. Weft, Orthodox o

.Protefant or Papift, co+
ﬁde)\ s fuchy. thae 1 trowble my
o aboussbot shfe. of Fefs (it
‘Mbwwlu.; - Aud 18 monqgs

gy : ing-
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serning the following Performance,
I dow’t expect any Deference fhould.
be paid me by the Warld, that fpares

- mobody ; much lefs am 1 defirous of

Abettors out of Singularity: . bue
vatber if the Reafons I offer be not
cagent, 1 fball take in good part a
modeft and pertinent Animadverfion.
And if 1am not fo bappy in rendring
things per/picous to others, as they

" feem tomy felf, yet I bave fairly

aim'd atit, and fpoke What I think

* to be Truth without Fear or Favosr g

wherefore my good Intentions will need
#o other Apology. L

.~ Some Paffagesinthe firft Section
o preliminary Differtations of Reafon,
Which, inthe farmer Edition, 1 fu-
Jpected would prave 4 Jistle obfcyre to
wdinary Readers,  are. now rendrd
wore, familiar = Aud tho I then de-
clar'd that the underftanding of thofe
Paffages of na Confegiience to any
U that

~
-
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The Preface:  xvii.
that would reafan fairly, being only
inferted ta prevent the  forefeen -
Wranglings of certain Men, who [tu-
dyrather toprotraét and perplex than,
to terminate a Consroverfy.; yet.I could
nog.but readtly comply at this time with
theDefires of thofe, who wifh "d’em,
mare clearly exprefs'd, thait fhould
co[l me afew Wards more, whereof

1 [hall always be as [paring as Ican. .

T bave likewife.every where elfe en-
deavow’d to fpeak very.intelligibly,
and am not without bope "that my
Affertions do carry their own Light
along with them. I bave in miny.
Places made explanatory Repetitions
of . difficult Words, by [)non),mom'
Terms of a more general and Known
Ufe. Tfm Labour, 1 grant, is of
no Benefi to 'Pb:la[opber:, but it i
o, con[ erable Advantage to the Vul-
g%, wblcb Im far from nr‘_glc’ct?—
ing, like. &bo 2 wo in.every 'Prcfacc
2 tell

—iwens b
PES S -,
<.



X Vil The Preface.:
tell us they meither court "o care for
them. 1 wonder how ay tan fpeak ™
at"thisrate, efvecmlly of thefe whofe
véry ?314[' inefsit is to™ Jerve-the Vul-
gary “and [pare them- the Labour
of long and" painful St*udy, which -
their ordinary Oaupanom will not
allow them. Lay-men” pay for the”
Books and Maintenance” of Church-
men for this very enl : but Tm afraid
Jome of the latter wilt Ao mare be-
lieve this, than that ‘Magifirates t too
are myde for the People. =~~~

* Nbr can any from'this Ofﬁce of the-
Qlergy “infer, that the Vulgar are
zmplicné (o ‘reczive -their " Arbitrary
ﬁt&’dgq, Ao mibre tban 1 i to make
qQver . m, Q{ea/?m to it I'employ to
reads trdrifmbe, ot Collest for me.
The. Leain‘d will not, tantrdr_y to the
Egcperzén?? of» thefr ows Tdﬂe take
the.Brewer’s or the-Biker's Word for
t:’?e modmﬁ df’ Eread or Drink, ‘tho

sgmrant



The Preface. - xix
z(g:mrant of théir \Craft. " and why
maj hot the Vu{gar likewife be Judges
of the true Senfedf Things, tho they
under[tand ‘nothing of the Tongues
from whence they are tranflated for
their u/e ¢ Trath is always and every
where the [ame 3 and an unintelligible
or ‘abffard ‘Propritto;t is to be never
the miore reﬁe&gd or 5ema anttent
o ﬂrange for benw o;wmally writ-
ten 'in Latin, Greek, or Hebréw.

| fBef ides, n Dwmity oiily intelligible
to ]ucb as live 5) it, is, 1 kumane
Lm{‘guwe, a 7rpdi' i and’l [ee ot
bow. th hey cay z:e angry at the Name,
that dre fo na[f ofiately in'lsve wztb
th Ly tl,m(q But of this in due place..
Fhe ¥ o, who, are not ]upposd
Fo~ Tnide rﬂaﬁd 'Piﬂ;cfo bical: Syﬁems
foon apprebe endid the Dlﬁ) erice. bo-
tween 1 the plain civincing Tiffrischions
VAR, diid the intricate hzeﬁ&u—
ti{ %Clarﬂdtwhsaf i Scribes. For
i1 -tk
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the Jewifh R abbies, divided at that
time into Stoick, Platonick, and Py-
thagorean Sefls, &c. did by a mad
Liberty of Allegory, accommodate the
Scriptures to the wild Speculations of
their [everal Mafters.  They made
the People, who comprehended nothing
of their (abaliftick Obfervations, be-
lieve ‘em to be all profound Myjte-
ries; and [otaught "em Subjection to
Feathenifly Rites, whilft they fet the
Law of God at nought by their Tra-
ditions,  No wonder then if the dif-
interefted common fort, and the more
ingensiosss among the Rulers, did re-
jeét thefe nonfenfical Superflitions,
tho impudently father'd upon Mo-
fes, for a Religion [uted to the Ca-
pacities of all, delineated, and foretold
by thear own Prophets.
t I wifbno Application of this could
‘be made, in the following Difconzfe,
t theCafe oy Criffins 5, mach
. Iefs
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lefs to the purer -and better fort.
WhoeVer confiders with what Eager-
nefs and Rigour fome Men prefs
Obedience to their own €onflitutions
and Difcipline,” (conniving in the
mean while at all Nonconformity to
the Divine Law) how firitly they en-
join- tbgOb[ervatwn of unreafonable,
unfzriptural Ceremonies, and the Be-
lief yof thofe unfathomable Explana-
tioni of what they fliffly bold them-
felvesto be mtomprebmf ible;s 1 [ay,
who confiders all this, " is Vebemently

tempted-to_fufpect tbey drive a more

Jelffb Defign than that of inflructing
the ignorant or converting the Sins

ner.”"That any [houldbe bated, de-
fpis"dy - and moleﬂed ; nay, ﬁ;me—
times be charitably burn’d and damw’d,

XX1

for re]e&mg tbofe Fooleries juperadd- ‘

edy “and'in many Cafes [ubflituted
10 the mof¥ bleffed, pure, and prafti-

cablt Religion that Men could wifb or..

a3 m]ty,
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enjoy, is Matter. of Aftonifbment aud
Grief to jucb as prefer the Preceptsef
God to the Inventsgns qf Men, the
plain Paths of Q{eaﬁm tg. the infupe-
rable Labyrinths of the Fathers, and
true Chriftian Liberty to ﬂwbalzcal
and Antichriftian Tyranny, - -

But the commogMthod of Iead;gu T
gnd [upyartmfg thisyPery of Juiguity
is fHill more mm{erdble “EHom, nugy
Woluminous Syfbems, mﬁmtel)( ioke
difficult than thé Smptum, onfhbe
{ead with great Attention. by hiws that

Rauld be Mafter of- she. prefens. Fehea-
éw 2 What a pradigions Number.iof

arbarous Wardsy. - myjkeviond -ne
doubt) what tedioss aud immethodical
@xrel‘twm, what : ndt(;ulam ang, dt{
crepans Interpretations mauft. you pa-
tiently learn and. ob[erw, &efor; Yo
¢an begii to. underftand g Prefe/for
af that Facult 2 m laft and ea-
ﬁeﬁ' part Of JO’H‘ wonr will ln}i f;

o fin

\
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Jfind-bis Sezltzments in ;the, Bible,
tho the Toly. 'Penmen HeVer. tbpucgl ;
of them, aiid you never reac{ that fa-
Jred @op [ince . you mere aScbool-
Boy. But aDifiruft” * '
l]{ea/?m 4 Elmd Vener -
“that liv ({b ﬂre 394, an

foZutzon of - adhering to .a
jittons of 5 Jokr . %artj, v
“thing. %elie)ze oply,. 9.4 [use Koun-
Ration . f o all your. Al/e‘gnrtes,, that
t&q Word ds.. of %crtpture tb:uulm
Jo. equivocal and ambiguos . m;bout

the Context,. may fignify. evgzysvbere
w{:atelre; tbe_y‘ can_ [t gnzfj tollide if
t]zt,{ be not. enou‘gb belieye, that gye-
n Trutb fsg e, Se(((e of £veny P
fqu of Scrxpw(ew ‘that sy ghat. any
mg €. 0 £VeEy thigp -

JN )’04{1 nohonbv nd\q#‘t{x ey

Taftamegtsin the,0id,.aui gl b @it
ke New, i buts L promile you,
there’s ngMﬁay@gx (ﬁ%pm.r fo

- Violent,

AN S
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Wﬂ?ht tbo never fo. gontradzé?ary or
pe;plexd but you ﬁay as eaf ily eﬁa-
blt/h as admit, ‘
""" “Buat I will not repea:’%at I B@e
.expvefly written of this Matter “in gn
E_prﬁbla)'y Differtation,’ now Iymg by
“me, ontituléd, Syftems of Divigi-
‘ty exploéed In the foIIomng Dif-
*courfe; tbhich is ‘the’ ﬁrﬂ of " threk,
“and wherein I prove my Subject in’ge-
“neraly "the. Divinity of thy New §'
» ﬂament is taken forgrantbt{ Jo that
“seyegards inly Chriftians inihédiately,
| andother's’but remotely, whoaré pray'd
e o ivetgb my Arghments: ‘by' the “faid
 Suppofition.” " In thé nexe Difcopre,
eqi)aly concerningChriftian; and otbers,
I attmpt-a particular . and ratiohil
Exflumon of the reputed ‘Myferjes
“of “the: Gofpel. . 'xm{ in the'third, 1
Jmton/lratttbe Ve‘ny bf“ﬁi’mn! Re—
Velation againft Atheifts; and aﬂ E-
‘mmm-of re)cedl’ d Rdgton

~iles



‘The Preface. . xxy
'17m [eems tome to be the béﬂ M;—
tbod for the Order of Nature is'in
Jqur Sy/tems of Divinity quite invert-
‘ed. They prove the Autbor:ty and Per-
fefiton, before. tl:ey teach the Contents
of : Scrtpture 5 whereas the firft.is in
ﬁqt mea[ure Knewn by " the laft.
"How can any be fure that the  Scrip-
“Hiire éontams all “fhings neaﬂary to
Salvation, till be firft reads it over ?
.I(ay, bow can " be ‘conclude it - to
te Scrtpture, or " the Word. o, Goa
till be exaé?(y fudies it, to ff pe 7w
na otber Megns: be mufl #fe? hs
{nfuﬁon then I bave carefully ai’oxd-
ed; fbr 1 prow ﬁr thatthe true
Rd igion muft nece ar:IJ be rqﬁmable
wnd intelligible, Next 1 ]&wR that
.tbefcrcqm ifite Coml:twm are foand in
Clriftianity. ~ But ﬁengq Man of
good Parts ‘and Kinopledg miay eafily
fmmc a clear and coberent’ S)]}m
1 dzmjime, Thirdly, that tbc



“xxvii  The: Preface.
that moPt” glorious ‘Gne Qf being a
Chriftian.-

A Werd-or two more I maft add
in anfiwer to-the Malice or Mifbake of
Jfome, ‘who will needs have it that
I'm a declar'd Enemy to - all Church-
men, ‘and mfequmtly (Joy they) to
all Religion, - becaufe I make ‘em the
Jfole (Contrivers of thofe: incomceivable
or myfRerions Dotlrines, which I al-
Jo mainitain dre: as advantageom to

 themfelves, asthey are ‘prejudicial to
the Laity: ~Mideed there are thofe;
whoj eafily ovevlooking all Contempt of
the true-Beligion; are Very ready to
treat "em s pernicious Herveicks,  or.
wnfufferable Atheifls, that fhew the
ieafﬂ Diflike of wh{xzt are ackvg)vledg 4
* Additions. to--Chriftianity; “whatever
(onvenience or Neceffjtymay be pre-
* tended for their Eftablifment.
~any foeh undevfland by Ruligion tbt
myj}mm Part of it, tben struly it
' will
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i their Opinions for thefé’ Pratiices;
fo I 'feend Besrer Reafon they have td
be’ anbry with  miy Body-for i iriting
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nothing of their Rélation to the World
to:come, nor of the double Efteem
which they deferve For keepinig Proof

agatgﬂ' the general Infeétion of i tbetf
Profe(fion. But I haveno .

bén fsons ¢ from. the ﬁlmre, awdif .tlrs':
tfugiiing Party diftiver their fa#cm;.
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CHRISTIANITY not

Myfterions, &c.

The State of the Queftion.

N-1. HERE is nothing that
Men make a greater
Noife about, in our
Time efpecially, than

. what they generally profefs leaft of

all to underftand. It may be eafily
concluded, I mean the Myfferies of
the Chriftian Religion. The Divines,

- whofe peculiar Province it is to explain

them to others, almoft unanimoufly
own their Ignorance concerning them.
They gravely tell us, we muft adore
what we cannot comprebend: And yet
fomeof ’em prefs their dubious Com-
ments upon the reft of Mankind with
more Affurance and Heat, thancould
be tolerably juftifi'd, tho we fhould
grant them to be abfolutely infallible.
AR B ’ The
' —

-
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Chriftianity mot My [terious.
The worft on’t is, they are notall of

-a Mind. If you'be Orzhodox to thofe,

you are a Fleretivk to thefe. He that
fi des with a Party is adjudg’d to Hell

* by the Reft and if he declares for

none, he receives.gagulder Sentence
from all.

- 2. Some of ’emfay the Myflexics of
the Gofpel are to be undetftood only in
the Senfeof the Antient Fathers. But
that is fo multifarious, and inconfiftent
‘withi it felf, as to make it impoffible for
any Body to believe fo many Contra-
‘diltionsat once. ' They themfelves did
‘caution their Readers from leaning up-
on their Authority,” without the Evi-

‘derice of Reafon : And thought as Iir-

tle of becoming ‘a Rule of Faith to
-their Pofterity, as we do- td ours.
Morcover, as-allthe: Fatherswerenot
Authors, fo we'cinnot properly be
faid totiave their gefine Senfe. ~T'h
Works.of tliofe that have -written-are
wondetfully corfiipred and adultera-
ted;"op-not _entitely exvant: -And if
they ‘Were, - their: Meaning is ‘rtiuch

- ‘yriore obfcure, ah&fabje& to Cotitrd:

%rfy than tha‘t of fhc Scrzfture a

\th

3. Others
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. Others tellus we muft be of the
Muind of fome particilar Doitors, pro-
nounc’d Orthodox by the Authority of
the Church, But as weare néta whit
fatisfy’d with any Authority of that
Nature, fo we fee thefe fame parzicalar
Doctors could no more agree than the
whole Herd of the Fathers ; but tra-
gically declaim’d againft one another’s
Pra&ticesand Errors: That they were
1s injudicious, violent, and fa&iousas
other Men : That they were for the
sreateft part very credulous and fuper-
titious in Religion, as well as pitifully
gnorant and fuperficial inthe minuteft
Punilios, of Literature. Ina word,
hat they were of the fame Nature and
Make with our felves; and thar we
tow of. no ‘Privilege above us be-
tow’d upon them by Heaven, except
Iriority of Birth, if thacbeone, asit’s
ikely ch will allow. |

4. Somegivea decifive Voice in the
Jaravelling of Myfferies, and the In-
erpretation of Scriptare, to a General
2ouncil ;. and others to one Man whom
hey hold. to be the Head of the Church
Jnivegial upon Earth, and the infalli-
Jle Judg ofall Controvetfies,~ But vdve

B2 0
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do not think fuch Councils poffible, nar
(if they were) tobe of more Weight
than the Fathers; for they confift of
fuch, and others as pbnoxious altoge-
ther to Miftakes and Paffions: And
befides, we cannot have Recourfe, as
to a ftanding Rule, for the Solution of
our Difficulties, to a wonder by God’s
Mercy now more rarely feen than the
fecular Games of old. As for the ane
Fudg of all Controverfies, we fuppofe
none but fuch as are ftrongly pre-
poflefs’d by Intereft or Education can
1n good earneft digeft thofe chimerical
fupreme Headfhips, and Monftersof
Infallibility. We read no where in
the Bikle of fuch delegate Judges ap:
pointed by Chrift tofupply his Office :
And Rugn manifeftly proclaims them
frontlefs Ufurpers. Noris their Power
finally diftinguifb’d from that of Cous-
¢ils tothis Hour, by the miferable Ad-
‘mirers of both. _ '

5. They come neareft the thing
who affirm, that we are to keep to
what the Scriptures determine about
thefe Matters: and there is pothing
moretrue, ifrightly underftopd. But
prdinarily tis an equivocal Way of

e =%
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Ipedking, and dothing lefs than the
proper E/(eaning of it is intended by
many of thofe that ufe it : For they
make the Seriptares {pedk either ac-
cording to fome {purious Philofophy, or
they conform them right oit wrongto
the bulky Syftems and Formularies of
their feveral Communions. - '

6. Some will have usalways believé
what the literal Senfe imports, with lit
tle of no Confideration for Resfom,
which they reject as not fit to be em-
ploy’d about the reveal’d Part of Reli-
gion. Others affert, that we may ufe
Reafon as the Inftrument, but not the
Rule of our Belief. The firft con-
tend, fome Myfferies may be, or at
lealt feem to be contrary to Reafon, and
yet be receiv’d by Faith. The fes
cond, that no Myjflery is contrary to
Redfon, but that all are above it. Both
of em from diffetent Principles agree, -
that feveral Dolrines of the New
Teftament belong no -fatther to the
Enquiries of Rea%m thanto prove ’em
divinely reveal’d, and that they are
properly Byfteries fill.

B3 %.Of
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 Chriftianity wot Myfterious.

9. On the contrary, we hold that
Raafor 'is the only Foundation of all
Certitude; and that nothing reveal’d,
whether: as to its Manner or Exiftence,
15 more’ exempted from its Difquifi-
tions, than the ordinary Phenomena
of Nature. Wherefore, we likewife
maintain, according to the Title of
this Difcourfe, that there s nothing in
thi Gofpel contrary to Reafon, nor zzfqye

3t"; and that no Chriftign Doitrine_can

e properly calld Myffery. .
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SECTION L
Of REASON.

HE State of the Qleﬁlon
. being thus fair]y laid, “our

- nex¢ bufinefs is to proceed
to the Proof thereof, But as the die
ftint and brief Explapation . of the
Terms is of indifpenfable ufe infdif-
cuffing all Controverﬁes, fo an eafy
and natural Method is not lefs pleafing
than profitable. It happily falls- out
thiat the Terms of the prefent Queftion
arc difpos'd according.to the Order I
dcfign to obferve ; whichis, Fitft, fo
fhew what is mednt by Resfon,. and
its Propertys: Thegtg prove.there’s
no Do&trine of the Go{pel contsgry. 16
Reafan : Afrer thiat, to evince ehat pei-
theris there any of thiem above Rewjanr;
and by. uonfequcncc, that riong is 1

Mﬂff] :
B .' | éﬁﬁi":
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CHAP L
What R EASON is not.

2. O begin withthe firft, viz,

Reafon. It appears to me
very odd, that'Men fhould need Defi-
nitionsand Explanationsof that where-
by they define and explain all other
things: Or that they cannot agree a-
bout what they all pretend, in fome
meafure at leaft, to poffefs; and is the
only Privilege they claim over Brutes
and Inanimates, But we find by Ex-
perience, that the word Resfor is be-
come as equivocal and ambiguous as
any other ;  though all that are not
tickl’d with the Vanity of Singularity,
or Itch of Difpute, are at bottom a-
E:eed about the Thing. T’ll handle it

re with what Brevity I can.

3. They are miftaken who take the
Soul, abftrattedly confider’d, for Reafon :
For as the general Idea of Gold is not
a Guinea, but a piece determin’d to a
particular Stampand Value ; fo not the
Soul it felf, but the Soul a&ting in a

: certain
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certainand peculiar Manner, is Reafon, Ch. 1.
They err likewife, whoaffirm Resfon v~
to be that Order, Report, or Relation
which is natur ally between all things : For
not this, but the Thoughts which the
Soul forms of things according to it,
may properly claih that Title. They
fpecd no better who call zheir own In-
clinations, or the Authority of others,
by that Name. But it will better- ap-
pear what it is from the following
Confiderations.

4. Every one experiences in him-
felf a Power or Faculty of forming
various Ideasor Perceptions of Things:
Of affirming or denying, according as
he fees them to agree or difagree: And
fo of loving and defiring what feems
good unto him; and of hating and -
avoiding what he thinks evil. The
right Ufe of all thefe Faculties is what
we call Common Senfe, or Resfon int
general. But the bare At of receiving
Ideas into the Mind, whether -y the
Intromiffion of the Senfes, as Colours,
Figures, Sounds, Smells, &c. or whe-
ther thofe Ideas be the fimple Oper ations
;f the Soul about what it thus gets

rom without, as meer Confciox nfefs
or
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Chriftianty not Myfterious.
for Example, Knowing, Affirming, or
‘Denying, without any farther Confide-
rations : Thisbare Aft, [fay, of re-
ceiving fuch Ideas into the Mind, is
not {tricCtly Reafon, becaufe the Soul
Lierein is pyrely paflive. When a pro.
per Obje 'g'is conveniently prefented to
the Eye, Ear, orany other Senferight-
ly difpos’d, it neceffarily makes thofe
Impreffions which the Mind at the
fame time cannot refufe tolodg. And
we find'it ‘can as little forbear being
conf{cious of its own Thoughts or Ope-
_ratiOns"_cof)'ccrning this Obje@ : Thus

‘when my Eyesare found and open, as

at thistime, I have not only an ldea
.of the Pifture that is before me, butl -
likewif¢ kriow, I perceive, and affirm
that I fee it, I confider it, it pleafes me,
I wifh it were mine. And thusI form,
or rather after this manger I have firft
form’d, the Ideas of Kpowing, Pei-

teiving, Alfirming, Denying,Confidering
Willing, Defiring, and the Ideas of all

the other Operations of the Mind,
which are thus occalion’d by the An-
tecedent Impreflions . of fenfible Ob-
je&ts.
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_ 5.Bythe word IDEA which I make Ch. 2.
fo'much ufe of here, and fhall more L~V
frequently in the following Difcourfe,
Yunderfland the immediate Object of the

Mind when it thinks, or any Thought

that the Mind imploys aboat any thing,
whether fuch a Thought be the Image

or Reprefentation of a Body, as 1§

the Idea of a Tree; or whether jt be

{ome Senfation occafion’d by any Body,
fuchasarethe Ideas of Co/d and Heat,

of Smells and Taffes ; or whether laftly,

it be a meerly intellettual ot abftracted
Thoughe, fuch as are the Ideas of God

and created Spirits, of Arguipg, of
Sufpenfion, of Thinking in gegeral, or

the like.

‘ CHAP IL
Wherein RE A8 0 N “confifts.

6. T UT altho thefe fimple and di-
ftin& Ideas, thus laid up in

the great Repofitory of the Under-
ftanding, be not, as was obfery’d, awhat
we call firiCtly Reafom, yet they are
the fole Matter and Fougdacion of: all
S T our
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Se&t. L our Resfoning : For the Mind does utpoit
A~V occafion compare them together, com-
pound them into complex Ideas, and
enlarge, contradt, or feparate them, as
it difcovers theit Circumftances’ capa-
ble or not. . So that all out Knowledg
is, in effe@, nothing elfe but #be Per-
ception of the Agreement or Difagree
mmt? our ldeas in & greater or leffei
Number, whereinfoever this Agreement
or Difagreement may confiff. And be-
caufe this Perception is immediate or

mediate, our Kriowledg is twofold.
=, Firft, When the Mind, without
the Alfiftance of any other ldeay imme-
diately perceives the Agreement oF Dif-
agreement of two or more ldeas, as thas
Two and Two is Four, that Red is not
Blew ; it eannot be call’d Reafon,. tho
it be the highef Degree of Evidence :
For here’s no need of - Difcourfe or
Probation, Self-evidence excluding all
mapner of Doubt and Darknefs. Pro-
pofitions fo clear of themfelves as to
- want 0o Proofs;their Terms being once
underftood, ate commonly known by
the Names of Axioms and Maxims.
And it is vifible that their Number i
indefinite,and not confin’d only to twao
or
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or three abftralted Propofitions made Ch. 2,
(asall Axiomsare) from the Obferva. “ V™
tionof particular Inftances ; as, that
the Whole is greater than dny Part, that
Nothing can iz_tve 7o Proiertie:.

8. But, Secondly, when the Mind - -
cannot immediately perceive the Agres- .
ment or Difagreement of any ldeas, bi-
caufe they cannot be brought near enough
together, and [o compar’d, it applys ome or
more intermediate ldeas o difcover it :
as, whenby the fucceflive A pplication
of aLineto two diftant Houfes, I
find how farthey agree or difagree in
Length, which1could not effet with
my Eye. Thus from the Force of the
Air, and the Room ittakes up, I know
it has Solidity and Extenfion ; and that
therefore it is as much a Body (tho
Icannot fee it) as Wood, or Stome,

- with which it agrees in the faid Pro-
perties, Here Solidity and Extenfion
are the Line by whichIfind 4ir and
Body are equal, or that Air is a Body ;
becaufe Solidity and Extenfion agree
to both. Weprove the leaft imagi-
nable Particle of Matter divifible, -by

fhewing all Bodies to be divifible ; be-
caufe every Particle of Matter is likcgé
) , W

DRSS - iy
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Set. I, wife a Body : and after the like map-
wV ner, isthe Morsality of all living Bo-
dies inferr’d from their Divifibility.
This Mcthod of Knowledg is properly
call’d Reafon or Demoafiration, (asthe
former Self-evidence or Intaition); and
?may be defin’d, That Faculty of the
Soul which difcovers the Certainty of amy
thing dubious or obfcure, by comparing it

with fomething evidently known.

9. From this Definition it is plain,
that the intermediate 1dea can be no Proof
where its Agreement with both the ldeas
of the Queftion is not evident ; and thas
if more than one ldea be neceffary to
make it appear, the [ame Evidence ts r¢-
quirdinesch of thew. For if the Con-
neftion of all the Parts of a Demon-
ftration were not indubitable, we could
never be certain of the Inference or
Conclufion whereby we join the two
Extreams: So tho Self-evidence €x-
cludes Reafon, .yet all Demonfiration
becomes at length felf-evident. 1t is
yet plainer, that when me have no No-
tions or ldeasof a thing, we cannot rea-
Jon about it at 4l ; and where we have
Tdeas, ifintermediate ones, to (bew their
conftant and necefJary Agreement or Dif-

agree-
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agreement, fail us, we can never go be-Ch. 3.
yondProbability. Tho we haveanIdea v v
of inhabited, and an Idea of the Moon,
yet we have no intermediate Idea to
fhew fuch a neceflary Conne&ion be-
tween them, as to make us certainly
conclude that this Planet is inhabited,
however likely it may feem. . Now,
fince PROBABILIIY is not K NOW-
LEDG, I banifh ol HTPOTHESES
from my PHILOSOPHT ; becaufe if
Tadmit never fo many, yet my Know-
ledg is not a jot increas’d : for no evi-
dent Conne&tion appearing between
my Ideas, I may poffibly take the
wrong {ide of the Queftionto be the
right, which- isequal to ‘knowing no-
thing of the Matter. When Ihave
arriv’d at K nowledg, 1 enjoy alteheSa-
tistaétion that attendsit ; where I have
‘Only Probubility, there Ifufpend my
Judgment, or, if i be worth' the
Phins, 1 fearch after Certainty.

1. P Co
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CHAP IL
Of the Means of INFORMATION.
10, BUT befides thefe Properties of

Reafon which we have ex-
plain’d, we.are yet moft carefully to
diftinguifh-in it the Means of Infor-
mation, fromthe Ground of Perfwafion :
for the Negle& of this eafy diftin&i-
on has thrown Men into infinite Mif-

takes; as Ifhall prove before I have

done. The Means of Information 1 call
thofe Ways whereby any thing comes barely
20 owr K powledg, without nece[Jarsly com-
manding our Allent. By tbe Ground

Perfwafion, 1 underftand that Rule

which we judg of all Truth, and which
irrefiftibly comvinces the Mind. The
Means of Information are EXP E-
RIENCE and AVTHORITTY:
Experience (as you may fee N° 4.)
is either external, which furnifhes us
with the Ideas of fenfible Objelts ;
or internal, which helps us to the
Ideas of the Operations of our own
Minds. 'Thisisthe common Stockt;{

a
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our Rnowledg ; for.can we poffi-Ch. #:
y have Ideas any other wiy w1thout VVV

w Organs or Faculties. .

11. Aushority; abuﬁvely fo cal]’d,
if all its Informations were to be
eiv’d “without Examen, is cither
wwane ot Divine : Humane Authorsty
zall’d alfo MoralCertitude; as when

ielievé an intelligible Relation made -
.70y Friend, becaufe I have np Rea<

1.0 fufpect his Yeraeity, nor he any
rereft to-deceive mes” Thusell p
Masters of Fa, duly astefted by co
Mbs Pexfons s kngwn to them, and fucs
svely related by- vthers.of dﬁnﬁ&
mes, Nations, or Intervefts, who could
‘ther be inipds’d “upon t‘ emfelves, -nor
uftly [ufpected of combining to other
!ie'c/it{ue oA:ber; o};abt to be ;gemi’d by
; af certain i indabitable as if we
 feen them with our own Eyes, or heard
m with our own Ears; _By.this means
s, 1 believe there-was fuclia City
CreHlape; {uch a- Reformer as La~
,-and that there Is fuch a Kingdom
Polard. W hén dllchefe Rules come
il any. Matten.of Fa&, g takg»:c
i for Demanfir
ségﬁ!fe bu!lcfé'ﬁt% Wﬂ‘ fm'!

ahiwa -

..y

.
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Se@t. 1.-propei ‘Proofs ¥ But where any of thefé
v~ Conditions are” wanting, the thing is..
whcbreaih,or,at beftbut probable, which,
with'me, are not very-different..”: .- -
12, The Authority of God,or Divine
Revielation, is the - Manifeftation of
Truthby Truthit felf; to whoin itis.
impoffibleto lie : ' Whereof at large ih-
Ch:%. of thefollowing Se&ion: - No--
tHing:'in ‘Natur€.can come-to our
Knowledg but by-fome. of thefe four:
méans, viz.' The Experience.of.ithe
Sonfes, the Expeﬁemqu the Mind, Ha-

3

mane and Divine Revelation. - .- -

Of the Ground of PERSWASION,

13. W, [OW, as-we are extreamly
N {ubje&t’ to Deception, .-we
~may, without fome infallible Rule,
éften take a' queftionable Prog;sﬁtion
for an Axiom, Old- Wives Fables for
MoralCertitude, -and Humane Impo-
ftuites for' Diviné Retielarion; Thisin-

faflible Rule;: of'Groundcef: il Tip
Pirfaafion, is Evidewe ; and it confifts
. . in
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in rhe 254 Co formity oof our’ ldeas orCh. 4.

Thoaghts with. their Objects, -or the ™,
. Tbntg: we think upon. For as we hive
only Ideas in its, and not the Things
themfelves, *tis b'y thofe weémuft form

a ]udgment of thefe.
t4. Ideas therefore being Reprefen-
tatxveBemgs, their Evidence naturally
confifts in the Property they have of
trdly reprefenting their ObjeQs. Not
that T think ‘every Tdea has a perfe®
Pattern to reprefe ent, as the Ideas of
Liéngth and Motion in my Mind are
like the Lengeh and Motion of the Pen
THandle; for Jome Ideas are but the Re-
Jule of certain Powers in the Particles of
Bodies 40 OCCASION particular Sen-
Jations in as’; as the Sweetnefs of Su

nd the. Cold of Ice, are n6 more in-
ge in them than Pain in the Knife
ttmfcuts me, or Sitlemﬁ in the Fruit
¢lprfeits me. But tho fiich oecafio-
‘i‘)i‘fdeas Have no Exiftence out of our
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Se&. I 16. But God the wife Creator of all,
Vv~ (ever to.be nam’d'and, thought upon

)

-

with Reverence) who has enabl’d us
_to perceive things, and form Judg-
- meats of them,has alfo endu’d us with

"the Power of fu/pending our Judgments

. about whatever i uncersain, and of me-
.wer affenting but to clear Perceptions.
_He is fo far from putting us upon any
~ Neceflity of erring;that as he has thus

. privileg’d us on the one hand with a
. Faculty of guarding our felves againft

Prepofleflion, or Precipitation, by pla-
cing our Liberty anly in whas is.indsffe-
rent, or dubious and obfeure ; {0 he pro-
. vides on the other hand, that we

" fhoulddifcern and:imbrace the Truth,

by taking it out.of .onr Power to di[fent

. from an evident Propofition, Wemuft
. neceflarily believe,. that s¢ is - impeffible
_ the fame thing fbowld becund mot be at
...once : Nor canall the World pesfwiade

us to doubt of it. - But we..need: ot

~admit that there’s no Void in Nature,

or that the -Earth-gbfalves an: agaual

. Courfe about the Sun; till wegetDy-
_ monflrations to that Effelt. L
i, 1. 1fPeople precipitate thejy Affent,

fithc'r' becaufe they find the-Search ’o{
o .;,}:‘ Yow ez o - .:\' PR T

Truth
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Trath atsended with. more Difficalties Glr 4.
-._timg they avewilling to yun through, of VN
becayfe they would not /ém to be ignorans v <
“any thing, this js their fault. Where-
sHore. let s attribute all opr falfe No-
-.tions : to. our, .own. Anticipation, and
»-Iagttention,: Jigt us; confefs gur, De-2 Peva.r.
+ ferdiion.to be of oqr felves; and cheer-
~fully ¢hank our. kind Difpofér, swho
>:has put us under.a. Law,of howing be-
.nfore the. I;llght andkas - of : Ei-
sdemeas  And.truly if we mlghidopbt
ef;m ;thing that_is. dwr, or_be, de-
d by -diftin&t. Ca)oeptxons, there
.  be. nothing. .certain :, Neiher
. Confhience; bor God h;mfelf,.thmd be
1 xegarded : NoSociety.er Government
s conklfubfe; . Buuus asgrue,. ghat if
iONe muk;gm pend ourAffent tordu-
., bions et pbfcuse Pmpoﬁswns%;z
1.:Goodmefs ( whichisisnpofiible
be the real C 4542 of allour Errorss:,.. >
18. If it fhould beask’d, why Af-
fent is deny’d to true Propof‘ itions,
fince Evidence neceflarily requires it ?
~ Tanfwer, ti hwaj& they are not made
evident : For Perfpicuity and Obfcuri-
ty are relative Terms, and what is
- utbcrt?'mq may be the quite contrary
(I R SR 4 v to
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Seft, L. the fame, very many affirm, that tho
&V the Doftrines of the latter cannot in
themfelves- be contraditory - to the'
' Principles of the former, as proceeding

both from God ; yet, thataccording to

our Conceptions of them, they may feem

directly to clafb : And that tho we can-

not reconcile them by reafon of our
corrupt and limited Underflandings;

yet that from the Authority- of Di-

wine Revelation, we are. bound to be-
lieveand acquiefce inthem; or, asthe

. Fathers taught ’em to fpeak, to adore
" what we cammot comprebend. g

g
3

-

: . CHAP 'L |
,The Abfurdity and Effelts of ab-

" mitting any real or Jeeming Con-
tradiSions in ﬁ LIGION. . -
e A 1 :
2. " VHIS famous and admirable
¢ g srDobtrine is the susdoubsed
- Solirce of - alD the. Aburdities ¢hae over
- xyere ferioufly venced amongg Chwiffi-
“/edns.* M ithott the Pretence of ity we
> fhoulduever heariof:chd Frawfidfar-

O i dudw ad asdionsskesion,

"
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S@E .a, l’rayer (f liver d i ap _unknowi

7gm: can excite my Dé¥otion :

1 Oor. 14- the Trumpet gives o ubicertiin Somxd

vcr. 9.

Rom.x2.1
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it how, infus’d into:their Souls in Ch- 1.
der to apprehend me : and accor- VN
og to this Hypothefis, they could no
P Spcech o e chirgigof Birda:

‘Speech.than the chirping of Birds ;

Zl‘ if they kpew nos-the Meaning of . my 1Cor. 14,

vice, ] fpould. eventa thems be aBarbe- "

o, natwithffanding I fpoke Myflories ver. 2.

the l?;m.- -But what do shey mean

r confifting with themfelves, yet:not:

ith our common. Notions ? Foar may

+ call’d Five in' Heaven ; ‘but fo. the

‘ame only is chang’d, she Thing re-

ains fill thefame. And fince we can-

»t in this World know: any thing but

7. our-common. Notioms, how: fhall . we

: fure::of - this pretenged . Conliftency

xween our (‘fre{ent feerning Contra-

&ions; and, the. Theology of the

Vorld to come?- for as tis by Reafon

re arrivé ak the Certainty. of God’s

wn'iExiftence, fo wecannot’ other-

ifedifesen his Revelarsonshut. by their

onformity swith, eur-natural Notices

“him;- ' which-is in fo many werds, to

yree withiaur common; Notipng,«... -

:6. ‘TEhe next thing I (hall remark; j5,

it thofe,: 'who--fick: ngk: to vy ¢bey

wld believe & downright Comtradiction
: to
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20 Reafon,did they find it contain’d to the
Seriptdre; 'do juftify all :Abfurdities .
whatfoever; - and, by oppoling one
Light to*another, - undeniably make
God theé Author of all Incértitude..
‘Fhe_very .. Suppofition, that - Reafon

““imight authorize one thing; arid the

Spirit of God another; throws us into

-inevitable -S¥apticifn ;- for we fhall be

at a perpetpal Unicertainty whichi to o«
bey : Nay,wétan never be {are which -
iswhich. - Fof the Proofof the Di:-
vinity of “Scriptare depending upon
Reafori, If the clear Light of the.one.
might beiny way contradifted, how-
fhallwe be conviric’d of the Infallibility
of the other-? Reafon may -errin.thiy
Point as well as in any thing elfe ; and'
we hdve no - partichldr Promife.it {hall
rot, rio riore thant the Papifs that
their Senfts may not deceive . them - ia
every thing as wellas in Tranfubftantia:
tion. - 'Tofay itBedrs witnefs to'it felfj
isequdlly to eftablith the Akoran or
thie Poran: And ’twere a notable Ar=
ument to tell a Heathen, that the
hurch has declar’d it, when all So«
cieties will fay as much for themfelves;
if we take their word for it. ‘Beﬁde'g:

<A



Chriftiansty ot Myfterions. 33
t may be, he would ask whence the Ch; 1.
“hurch had Authori ity to decide this VW
Matter ? And if it fhould be anfwer’d
rom the Scriptare, a thoufand to one
»ut he would divert bimfelf with this
Circle.  You muft belicve that. the
veripture is Divine, becautt the Charch
1as fo determin’d it, and the Charch
tas this- deciding Authority from che
icriptare, Tis doubted if this Power
f the Church can be prov’d from the
"affages alledg’d to that-purpofe ;. but
he C lnm-b it ?elf (a Party concern’d )
ffirms it. Hey-day! are not thefe
ternal Rounds very exquifite Inven-
‘ons to giddy and entangle the Un-
iinking and the Weak ? 3
7. But_if webelieve the Scr:pmre
be Divibe, not upon its own' bare
fertion, but from a-real Teftimony
fiftmgin the Evidénceof:the things
tain’d therein; from undoubted
&8, and not from:Wordsahd Let-
;- what is this butxo prove-it by
om? Tt has imit {elf,-I grant,: the
et Charalersof D.mmztj ~Bug:
\edfon- finds theoiioyr; exameses
aand by itscPuintiples appootes
‘dapfinces thdm {uihgient ; wehigh

orders
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Se&.IJ. orderly begets in us an Acquiefcence
™ of Faith or Perfwafion. Now if Par-

ticulars be thus feverely fifted ; if not
only the Doltrine of Chrift and his
Apoftles be confider’d, but alfo their
Lwes Predikions ,- Miracles,. and
Deaths ; furely all this Labour would
be in vain, might weupon any account
difpenfe with Contradi&tions. O
bleffed and commodious Syftem, that
difchargeftat one ftroak thefe trouble-
fome Remarks about- Hiftory, Lan-
guage, figurative and literal Senfes,
Scope of the Writer, Circumftances,
and other Helps of Interpretation!
We judg of a Man’s Wifdom and
Learning by his Afions, and his Dif-
courfes ; but God; who we are affur’d
A8s1437- has not left bmg‘e{f without & Witnefs,
muft have no Privileges above the
maddeft Entbufiaft,or the Dmlhun-

Aelf, at thisrate. :
§. But a Veneration for the very
‘Wordsof Gad will be pretended : This
“we are pleas’d with; for we know
. Numbag. that God is ot & Man that be fhould lie.
19- But the Queftion is not about the
Words, but their Senfe, which muft
. beever wu'thyd‘ their- Authorthnnd
q cfe-
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therefore according totheGenius of all Ch. 1.
Speech, figuratively interpreted, whea vV~
occafion re?uires it. Otherwife, under
pretence of Faith in the Word of God,
the higheft Foliies- and Blafphemies
may be deduc’d from the Letter of
Serspture ; as, that God is fubjett to
Paflions, is the Author of Sin, thae
Chrift is a Rock, was aGually . guilty
of and defi’d with our Tran{greffioas,
that we are Worms or Sheep, and-no
Men. And if a Figure be admitted:in

~ thefe Paffages, why not, I pray,inall
Expreffions of the like Nature, when
thgrez appears. an equal Neceffity for
it? 3 . -

-. 9. It maybedemanded why I hate

-fo long infifked upon this Article; fince
that none éxprefly makes Scripsare ahid

" Reafon contraditory, -was. acknowfs
ledg’d before ? But in the famg place
mention is made of fome whko hald,
that they may feerm direitly to claflss: aid
.that tho we cannot reconcilethemn to-
-gether, yet that we are bound toac-
quiefcein the Decifionsof the formér, - -
A feeming Contradi&ion is to us-as

»imuch as a reedone 5:and our Refpett

-dor the Seripsere dats hot réquire-us to

Syt Da -

" ant
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Sect:IL; grant any {uch’in it; but rather to con-
VvV glude, thatswe are ignorant of the righe

Meaning - when - a - Diffieulty occurs;
andA{oso fufpend onr fudiment concern-
dvg ity 1l -with futable Helps and In:

‘Huftry wet difcover.the Trath, As for
- acquefcing in what 2. -Man- urider-

ftandsmét, -or cannit reconcile to his
Reafon, they know beft:the fruits of it
shatipratifeit. For my part, T’'m a
Stranger: to it, and cannot reconcile
.mi.felf:€o fuch.a Principle. - On the
«contrary;: Fam pretty fure he pretewds
s#m uain20 convince the: Judgment; who
“etipfains:nos the Nature df the Thing.
A Man may give his verbal Affent to
che knows not what, ‘out of -Fear, Su-
-per flition; Indsfferemce; Tnvéreft; and the
Hike: feeble and unfairiMoxives: butas
-long as . he congeives notrwhat he be-
-heves; he cannot fincerely. acquiefcedn
.it; and remains depriv'd of ‘all folid

© fSatisfafion. Heisconftantly perplex’d

-:with Seruples not tobe remov’d by his

- impliditeFasth ; and fo-is ready to be

EpheC4. . fhaken;and carry’d away with every. wind
4

-of . Daitrine. 1 will believe becaufe I

- will-believe, that is, becanfe Prm in 2he
< Eumourfo 1o do, i thesop of his Apo-

logy.

s
Loty
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logy. Such are unreafonable Men,Ch. 1.*
walking after the Vanity of their Minds, “ N~
baving their Underftandings darkn’d, f:_/‘,’hfaf: 4
being Stramgers. 1o the Life of God "
through the Ignorance that is in them,
becanfe of the Hardnefs é)f their Hearts.
But he that comprehends a thing, isas .
fure of it asif he were himfelf the Au-
thor. He can ngver be brought to
fufpe&t his Profefion ; and, if he be
honeft, will alwaysrender a pertinent
account of it to others, - -

.. 10. The natural Refulcof what has
been faid is, That to believe the Divix
nity of . Seriptyre, or the Senfe of any
Paffage thereof, without ratiogal
Proofs, and an evident.Confiftency,_i
a, blameable Credulity, -and 4 temera.-
riops. Opinion, ordinarily ‘grounded
jpen: an ignorant and wilful Difpofie
tion, .but more. generally maigtaip’d
aut of a gaioful Profpedt. - For .we
frequently embrace certain. Doitripes
not from any convipcing. Evidencgin
them, but becaufe. they ferve ourDex
Tigns better than ‘the. Truth.; and be-
caufe other. ContradiCtions we. are.ngt
syilling to quit, are.bettsr defended-hy

IR MEANE: rr - & - vorl) £ coidlw
gbﬁm 08 g i fpiy

-
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\

CHAP IL

Of the Authority of REVELATION,
as it regards this Controver[y.

11. A Gainft all that we have been

eftablifhing in this Setion,

_ the Authority of Revelation will be al-

ledg’d with great thew, as if without

- a Right of filencing or extinguifhin
el

REASON, it were altogether ufel

and impertinent. Butif the Diftin&ion
1 made inthe precedent Seftion, N. 9,
be well confider’d, the Weaknefs of
the prefent Objetion will quickly ap-
pear, and this Controverfy be better
underftood hereafter. There I faid
REVELATION was not a neceffita-
ting Motive of Affent, but 4 Mean of
Information. We fhould not confound
the Way whereby we come to the
kmowledg of a thing,with the Grounds
we havetobelieveit. * A Manmayin-
form me concernipga thoufand Mat-
weis I never heard- of - before, -and 6f
which I fhould not a5 much as think i{
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I'were not told ; yet I believe nothing Ch. 2.
purely upon his word without Evi- “ V™
dence in the thingsthemfelves. Not the
bare Authority of him that fpeaks, but
the clear Conception Iformof what he
fays, is the Ground.of vg Perfwafion.

12. If the fincereft Perfon on Earth .
fhould affure me he faw a Cane with-
out two ends, I neither fhould nor
could believe him; becaufe this Reld-
-tion plainly - contradiéts the Idea of a
Cane. But if he told me he faw a Staff
that, being by chaneelaid in the Earth,
did after fome time¢ put forth Spr’igs
and Branches, I could eafily rely-upon
his Veracity ; becaufe this no way con-
tradi€ls the Idea of a Staff, nor tran-
fcends Poffibility.. - S

. Ifay Poffébility ; for Omni; 'gotu-
qnt felf can do no miore. They i
upon tht‘bt_;ilélva and others, who re-
uire. Affent to things contradiGery,
gecaufe God, {ay they; can do i rblng:
#nd i were Izmtmg 4‘ ‘his Power o
Jorm the comtrary.”: Very good! We
“heartily believe: God can doall
Bat that meer NOTHING- fhouldbe
the Obje of hisPowtr, thevery:On-

nf&my al!edg‘dawﬂmt ‘petinit Zt:
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SecL 11, conceive. And that every Contradists-

N e

an, which is 2 Synonym for Impoffébi-
{isy; is pure pothing, we havealready
fufficiently demonftrated. To fay,for
examiple, that. 4 thing is extended and
not -extepded, i5 wound. and [quare at
prsce,. 1s to {ay nothing ; for thefe Jdeas
deftray-one another; and-cannot fubfift
together in the fame Subject. But when
.we clearly -perceive a:perfect - Agree-
ment .and Conneftion between. the

»iferms. of any Propofition, we:then

_conclude it poffible becaufe intelligible:
.60 Iunder{tand God may render im-
-mediately folid, whathas been hither-
to-fuid;; make prefent Beings ceafe to
exif} -or, change theit Forms ; and call

Rom.4.17. thofe things that are notyas tho theywere,

Wheawe fay theg, shat.nothing is im-
polfible wish Gody-or: that he can doal
.shiags,  we mean whatever is poffible
indgthlé howeven fis above the Pawer
of Greatures to efelt. ., -
S Uge.DNow, fuch-is:the Nature ef a
: 0 it 'may".a
-yet be-only
its Exiftence
yor bym
, | ~ escfielt vo
FIVH) SNl t:hE
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the certain knowledg of it. That there Kl 2.
was fuch an I{land as Jamaica, no Eu- <A~
ropean could -ever reafonably deny:
And yet that it was precifely fituated
infuch a Latitude, was water’d with

thofe Rivers, cloth'd with thefe
Woods, bore this Grain, produc’d that
‘Plant, no. Englfb-man before the Dif-
covery of “America, could pofitively
affirm.
- 15, Thus Godis pleas’d to reveal

to usin Seréprare feveral wonderful
Matters of Fal, as the Creasionof the
World, the -laft Fudgment, and many

other impartant Truths,whichno Man
Jeft to himfelf could ever imagine, no

more than any of my fellow-Creatures

can be fureof my private Thoughts :

For who knoweththe things of a May * ©r2t
fave the Spirit of a Man that is in him ?
gven [0 the things of God knoweth none
bus the Spirit ig God. But as fecret things De,
belong untothe Lord; fo thofe things 59,
»wbi:f are reveal’d, belong unto us and to
awr Children.: Yet, as we difcours’d be-

ofe, wedo ot receive them-only be-
caufe they are reveal’d : For befides the
dnfellible Teftimony of the Revelation
yiam all requifite Giroumflances, we m}lf
A ' - Jee
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M fee in its Subject the indifpusable Cha.
g:?rvj:;&en of DIVINE WISDOM and
SOUND REASON ; which are the
~ only Marks we have to diftinguifh the
Oraclesand Will of God, from the Im-
frures and Traditions of Men.
16. Whoever reveals any thing, that
is, whoevertells us fomething we did
not know before, his Words muft be in-
telligible, and the Matter poffible, - This
RULE holds good, let God or M be
the Revealer. If we count that Per
fon a Fool who requires our Affent to
what is manifeftly incredible;how dare
we blafphemoutly attribute to z5e mo
erfect Being, what is an acknowledg’d
{)efe& in one of our felves ?  As for up-
_ intelligible Relations, we can no more
~ believe them from the Revelation of
God, than from that of Man ; for the
conceiv’d Ideas of things are the only
... - Subje&ts of Believing, Denying, A
.. proving; and every other A& of i
Under. anding : Therefore sl Massers
révesld by God or Man, maft be equaly
dnselligible and poffible ;{0 far both Re-
velations agrec.  But in this they dif-
for, that tho the Revelation of Man
fhould be thos qualifi'd: yet - bemy
~ ‘ imspofe

!
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impofe uponme astothe Truth of the Ch.2.
f% ; v{;hereas what God is pleafs"d to VW
difcover to me is not only clear to my
Reafon, (without which his Revela~
tion could make me no wifer) but like-
wife it is always true. A Man, for
Example, acquaints me that he has
found a Treafure: This is plainand
poflible, but he may eafily deceive me.

God affures me that he has form’dMan

of Earth: Thisis not only poffibleto =~ *
God; and tome very intelligible ; but ’
‘thie thing is alfo moft certain, Gad #o¢

Veiny capable to deceive me, as Man is.

‘Wé are then to expelt the fame de-
preeof Perfpicaity from God as from

gl\::n, tho :{Ix'ore gf Certitude from the

firt than the laft.

- 9. This Reafon perfwades, and

thieé Scripeures exprefly fpeak it. Thofe
Prophess or Dreamers were to be fton’d ;. 15
t6 Death that fhould go about to fe- 4,2, 3.
- duee the People from the Worfhip of

One ‘God to* Pulyrheifm, tho they = .
Fhould confirmy their Doltrine by Signs . .-
#wd Wonders, - And tho 4 Propbet ]ﬁ;ﬁe gl
dn-the Nann of the Lord, yet if the thing. - = -
N . ::,t,.a-wt ';‘.f. I Pf%“” _,',. 1

DN T Service of many Gods.

W A

{
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Se@ 11, prophe(i’d did not come to pafs, it waste
v~ bearational Sign be fpoke prefumptn-
Deut. 18. onfly of himfelf, and not of God; It
1,32 wasreveal’d to the Prophet Feremy in
Prifon, that his Uncle’s Son would {el
Je:327.8: his Field to him, but hedid not concliede
it to be the Word of the Lord till his
Kinfman actually came to firike the Bar-

gain with him.  The Virgin MARY,

tho of that Sex that’s leaft Proof-a.

- gainft Flattery and. Superftition, did
34,35, Dot implicitly” belicve fbe (bould bear &
Child that was to be call’d the Son of the

moft High, and of whofe Kjngdom there
Jbouldbe no end, tillthe.dngel gave her
a fatisfaltory Anfwer to the {%rongeﬁ
Obje&tion that could be made: Nor
did fhe then conclude .(fo unlike was
fhe to-her prefent Worlhippers) it
{hould unavoidably come to pafs; but
humbly acknowledging the Poffibility,
and her own Unworthinefs, {he qui-
etly wifh’d and expected the Event.
‘18. In'how many places are we ex-
Mat. 7.14. horted ¢ beware of ,{dg Prpphggi»qu

VCl'. 3 8.

2 T""'f”. Teachers, Seducersand Decesvers ¢ We
Tit. 1. 10. are not only fo prove .ar. iry ..all thisgs,
2 Thel. s anid o hold faft thas which is b?f, but
s Johu1, alfo 107y the Spirits mhether shoy b of

N AR
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God. But how fhall we try? how Ch. a..
fhall we difcern? Not as the Horfe and <~
Mule which have no Under Fanding, but Pl 32.9.
as circumfpelt and wife Men, judgingEphs.1s.
what is [wd. Inaword, it was from ' %" P
clear and weighty Reafons, both asto
Fa& and Matter,and not by 4 blind O-
bedience, that the Men of God of old
embrac’d his Revelations,which onthe
like Account we are willing to.receive
of their hands. I am not ignorant how
fome boaft they are ftrongly perfwaded
by the illumimtirzg and tﬂvgmciot&_ Bpera-
gionof the Holy'Spirit, and that they
neither have not approveother Reafons
of their FAITH?.-‘ But we -fhalt en-
deavour in its'propér place, to, unde-
ceive them ; for 1o Adverfary, how
ablurd or trifling foever, ought'to -be
Hupercilioufly ' difregarded by an un-
feign’d Lover of Menand Truth,” So
far of REVELATION ; enly in ma-
king.it a Mean of- Information, Tfol- .
low: ‘Pan! himfelt; who tells. the €rin. - .- .
shians, rhathesinnor profit Yhem excipr
*he [peaks ra them by Revelation; vr*by 1 Corages.
Knowledg, ‘or" by ‘Prophefying, or &y
Dodtrine, - oS3 v i .,q‘.";h:
P S T 111 IETIEAET! £ X "R L

co " CHAP
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CHAP IL

That by CHRISTIANITY was in-
tended 4 Rational and Intelligible
Religion; prov’d from the Mira-
cles, Method and Stile of the
New Teftament.

19. HAT we difcours’d of

REASON before, and
REVELATION now, being duly
weigh’d, all the Do&trines and Pre-
cepts of the New Teftament (if it
be indeed Divine) myft confequently
agree with Natural Reafon, and our
own ordinary Ideas. - Thisevery con-
fiderate and wel-difpos’d Perfon will
find by the careful perufal of it : And
whoever undertakes, this Task, will
confefs the Gofpel wof 89 be bidden from

ws, nor afar off, but very migh ws, is out
- Moaths, mdm f

i» our Hearss, Itaffords

- the moft illuftrious Examples-of clofe

and perfpicuous Ratiocination€oneei-
vable; which is incumbent on me llln
O . the

b
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the Explication of its MYSTERIES, Ch. 3,-
to demonfirate. And tho the Eva- AN,
dence of Chriff’s Do&rige might claim

the Approbation of the Gemsiles, and

its Conformity with the Types and .
Prophecies of the O/d Teftament, with

all ¢he Marlssof th‘q MESSIAH c‘ol_tln-
CWNTIRG i Perfon, :mght ju
challenge the Afent of his Cauatr;t

men; yet 10 leave no room for doubt,: .-
he proves his Authonty and Gofpel by

fuch Wierks, and Miraclesgs the &iff-

neck’d Fews themfelves could not deny

tobe Divine. Nicodemss {ays to him,

No Myp candothe A & Miracles wlwh theg Joh3.
do’ft, excsps God be with him.. Someef

the Phagifees acknowledg’d #p SmmrJ

conld do [#ch shings. And ogkers, shat

they ex¢ecqad the Pauerqf the Dewil, ]oh.lo 21,
206 J,ESUS himfelf appeals to hisc.y .
vely Eoemies, - xtead to Stone Rhim for

Blafphemy, faymg, A ldo jop, 1,

mnbc Varks -of my Father, dmm 37, 38.
not : *Bqt #f 1do, believenat-mpe, be la'q
ach!l?’k;"Jl'ﬂmwgkmm,md
_ phat-#be Lapher is in we, and I in lmq

i Thatas.bg{ gvenot rafhly on me,andfo
‘g:; iopy to my. Warks ; lu.Jt o
: h«;he;&npmm, which ;eﬂ\;{y
t

hc
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seqr11. for latk of ‘good Senfe and a liberal
s~~~ Educdfion, I think T may juftly fay,

that tliey are Strangers to true Me-
thod, - who complain of this Confufion
and Diforder. But the Proof of the
Cafe depends not upon Generalities :
Tho, whenever it is prov’d, I will not
promife that every one fhall find a
{luﬁiﬁ'catioh of the particalar Method
e was taught, or he has chofen, to
follow. To defend any P ARTY is
not my bt;f;ﬂqf}, bat to difcover the
TRUTH .,
23. The Facility of the GOSPEL
is ot ¢confin’d “only to Method; for
the Stile is alfo moft'ea{y, moft natu-
ral, and in the common Diale& of
thofe to' whom it was immediately
configii’d. Should any preach in X
nophon’s firain to the prefent Greeks,
or in corre& Englifb to the Country-
People in Scotland, *twould coft them
much'more Time and Pains to learn
the very Words, than the Knowledg
of the Things deroted by them. ~ Of
‘old, as well as it our timé, the Feéws
dtiderftood  Hebrew worfe than the
"I‘bnﬁugs of thofe Regions where they

dwelt. N Pretences thierefore i:abr;
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purpofe fer\q"d all thefe Miracles, allCh. 3.
thefe Appeals, if no Regard was to “ WV~
he had of Mens Underftandings? if
the "Doétrines of Chrift were incom-
prehenfible, contradittory ; or were
we oblig’d to  believe -reveal’d Non-
fenfe? Now if thefe Miracles be true; .
Chriftianity muft confequently be in-
relligible ; and if falfe, (which our Ad:
verfaries will not grant) they can bé
then no Arguments againftus.

. 22._But to inhfﬁ no longer upon
[uch Paffages, all Men will own the
Verity I defend,if they read the facred
Writings with that Equity and Atten-
ion that is due to meer Humane
Works: Nor'is there any different
.ule to be follow’d in the Interpreta-
nof Sersprare from what. is. com-
on to all other Books: Whateve
prejudic’d, Perfon fhall ule thofe
:ans, will find-them notorious De-
rer§, or inuch deceiv’d themfelves,
> maintain, the New Teffament is

tén w7y Order or certaint

e, but ©  ° Matters camie into

fpo ' ' whether tranfpof-

a ' " " Fits, (asfome

Ve it  df,according to or efx_'s,

- " foe
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it upon Diftance of Time, and the
want of more Books in the fame
Tongue, than to attribute it to the
Nature of the thing, or the Ignorance
of the Author, who might be eafily
underftood by his Country-men and
Contemporaries. But no Truth is to
be cftablifh’d, nor Falfhood confuted
from fuch Paflages, no more than any
can certainly divine his Fortune from
-the found of Bow-bell.

24. If any obje&, that the Gofpe! is
penn’d with little or no Ornament, that
there are no choice of Words, nor
ftudi’d Exprefhions in it; the Accu-
fation is true, and the Apoftles them-
felves acknowledg it: nor is there a
more palpable Demontftration of their
“having defign’d to be underftood by
all. Icame not to you, fays Paul, with
Excellency of Speech, or Wifdom, de-
claring. unto you the Teftimonmy of God.
M) Speech and my Preaching was not with
enticing Words of Humang Wifdom, bus
in Demonftration, or ConyiQiondf the

-Spirss or Mind, and in' Power or Effi-
"cacy. ‘This he fpeaks “in reference to

the Philofophers and Orators of thofe
‘Times, whofe Elocution, ’cis confgﬁ’?d,
To ct ) A R as

ety
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was curious, 3nd Periods elaborate,Ch. 3.
apt to excite the Admiration of the vAAv
Hearers, but not to fatisfy their Rea-
- fons; charming indeed their Senfes
whilft in the Theatre, or the Temple,
but making them neither thebétter at
home, nor the wiferabroad. o

25. Thefe Men, as well as many
of their modern Sicce(Jors, were fond e-
nough of theéir 6wn ridiculous Syftems,
to count the things of God Foolifbuefs, Cor-=-
becaufe they did not agree with their "%
precarious and fenfual Notions; be-
caufeevery Sentence was not wWrapp’d
up in Mjftery, and garnifh"d with-a
Figure: not confidering thatonly falfé
or'trivial Matters need the Affiftance
of alluring Harangues to pgr,glcx or
amufe. But they were Enemies and
Strangers to the Simplicity of Truth.
Al their Study, as we took riotice, lay
in tickling the Paffions of the People at
their Pleafure with bombaft Elogmence,
and apifb Gefticalations. They boafted
their Talent of perfwading for or a-
gainft any thing. °“And as_he was
efteem’d thie beft Orasor that made the
worft Caufe apptar the moft equita-
ble before the Judges, fo he was the

E 3 beft
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SeCt.II.beft Philofopher that could get the
YW wildeft Paradox to pafs for Demon-
_ ftration. They were only concern’d

Luk.4.18.

about their own Glory and Gain,which
they could not otherwife fupport, but
(according to an Artifice that never
fails, and therefore ever pra&tis’d) by
impofing upon the People with their Au-
thority and Sophiftry, and under pretence
of inj{mﬂing, dexterodfly detaining them.
in the groffeft Ignorance. '
26. But the Scope of the Apoftles
was vety different : Piefy rowards God,
3nd the Péace of Mankind, was their
Gain, and Chriff and his Ga{fel their
Glory ; they came not magnifying nor
exalting themfelves; not impofing but
declari;;g their Do&trine: they did not
confound and miflead, but convince
the Mind; they were employ’d to
difpel. Ignorance, to eradicate Super-
ftition, . to propagate Truth, and Re-
formation of Manners; 7o pregch De-
liverance. to, Captives, (i e.) the Ep-
joyment of Chriftian Libesty to'the
Slaves ,of the Levirical, and Pagan
Priefthoods; and tq declare Salvation
tarepenting Swpers.”

27.1
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.27, I fhall add here fome of theCh. 3.

Chara&ers which David gives of the sy,
Law and Word of God, that we may
admit nothing as the Will of -Heaven
but what is agreeable to them : The
Law of the Lord, fays he, i perfect,
converting the Soul.  The Teftimony of
the Lord is [ure, making wife the Simply.
The Statutes of the Lord are right, re-
joicing the Heart. “The Comniandment
of the Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes.
The Fear of the Lord is clean, enduring
for-ever. - The Judgmenss of the Loxd
are true, andrighteous altogether. I bave
more Under [tanding than all my Teachers,
for thy Teftimonies are my Meditation.
I undertand more than the Antients, be-
caufe 1 keep thy Precepts. Thy Word is
4 Lamp unto my. Reets and ¢ Light unto
my Path. ‘The Nem: Teffament is {0
full of this Langwage, and the Con-
tents of it are every ‘where fo confor-
mable to it, thatJ:fhall refer.the Rea-
- der to the particular Difcuffion of the
Wheole inthe fécond Difcourfe. But I
mult remark ja -the meag time that
not a_Syllable of this Language is
true, if any ContradiCtions ?gmiyg or
real be admitted in Scripture. As much
| B4 may
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‘Set.I1. may be faid of M)feries; but we {han
v talk of that by and by

CHAP IV.

Qbjedtions anfuwer’d, drawn fram

the Pravity of Humane RE)
SON, :

28, Here remams one ObjeCtion
E yet, upon which fome lay

a mngBty Strefs, thoit’s like todo them
little Service. Granting, fay they, the

- GOSPEL tobe asreafonable as you
pretend, yet corrupt and deprw’d Rea-
46,» can neither difcern nor receive Divine
erities. Ay, but thit proves not Di-

~ vine Verities to-be contrary to found
Reafon. But they maintain that o
Man’s-Reafon is’ Jound. Wherefors' I
bo {o'to ftate this Queftion, as tocut
“all Oecafion of Difpute from ju-
rdfcnous atid ‘peateable Men. Resfon
 tiken for the Principle of Difcourfe in
""us, ormore paiticularly for -that Fa-
: dﬂt] swery one Iu: of ]udgmg lf bis
44'
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Tdeas according so their Agreement or Ch. g,
Difagreement,” and fo of loving what LAY
feems good unto kim, and hating what
he thinks evil ;> Reafon, 1 fay, 1 this
Senfe is whole and entire in every one
whofe Organs are net accidentally in-
difpos’d. °Tis from it that we are
accounted Men ; and wecould neither
inform others, nor receive Improve-
ment our {clves, any more than Brates,
without it.
29. But if by Reafonbe underftood
a conftant right Ufe of thefe Facul-
ties, viz. If ‘4 Man never judges but
according to clear Perceptions, defires no-
thing but what is truly good for him, nor. . .
avoids but what is certainly evil : Then,
I confefs, it is extreamly corrapr. We
are too prone to frame wrong Con-
ceptions, and as erroncous Judgments
-of things. We .§enerally covet what
flatters our' Senfes, without diftin-
uifhing noxious from innécent Plea-
~§urcs ; and our Hatred is as partial.
‘We gratify-our Bodies fo much as to
meditate little, and think very grofly
-of fpiritual,or abftratted Matters. We
are apt to indulge our inclinations,
which we termxzo follow Natare : h,:‘o 1Cor.2.14.
e ae Y s that
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Se& .11 that the + zatural Man, that is, he that
A vV givesthe fwing to his Appetites,counts
Divine Things mere Folly, calls Reli-
gion afeverifh Dream of fuperftitious
Heads, or a politick Trick invented by
. States-men to aw the credulous Vul-
gom. 8. 8ar. Foras they that walk after the
s, 7 Flefb mind the things theredf, fo their
carnal Wifdom is Enmity againft God.
Heb. 12.1. 81 eafily befets us. Thereis aLaw in our
Rom. 7.23. Members or Body, warring againft the
Law of aur Minds or Reafon. And when
Ver. 21. W would do Good,Ewil is prefent with w.
Jf thus we hecome ftupid and usfit for
€arthly Speculations, how [ball we belseve

Joh. 3 12.When we are told of Heavenly things ?
30. But thefe Diforders are fo far
from being Reafon, that nothing can be |
more dire¢tly contrary toit, Welie
under no neceffary Fate of finging
‘There is no Defec in our Underftas
dings but thofe of :our.own Creatios,
that is to fay, wicious Habits eafily con
traied,. bat difficultly reform’d. Tis
juft with usas with the Drugkard,

...

<

: 1‘ Yur :w‘; ;-‘_'Ollﬂdan ﬁgn'iﬁ?: the anuﬁzll,m;l fever the
Sy '~mturalx Shate of Man, It (bould be in i bls Place sravflated
tenfual, as it is very rightly,Jam.3.1 and Jude, v.1 64
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whofe I cannos give over DxinkingisaCh. 4,
deliberate I will wor. For upon a Wa- A~

er, or for a Reward, he can forbear
E,_is Cups a Day, a2 Month, a Year, ac-
cording as the Confideration of the
Value or Certainty of the expetted
Gaindo’s influence him.  Lez no ManJim. 113,
tkerefore fay when he is tempted, I am'*
tgpred of God; for as God cammor be
tempted to Evil, [0 neither tempteth he
k?‘. Mapn : But every Man is tempted
when he is drawn away, and entic’d of bis
own Luft, -
" 31. Syippofing a natural Impotency
€0 reafon well, we could no more be
liable to Condemnation for not keep-
ing the Commands of God, than thofe
£o whom the Gofpel was never reveal-
ed for not bcl,ievin% on Chrift: For Rom. 1o.
bow [ball they call on him: in whoms they 't
Bave not believed ? 4qnd how _(baﬂ‘ they be-
Jtewe in bim of whom they bave not beard 2
%c‘ our reafoning Faculties imper- R
fe€t, or we not capable ta emplo
g)’ern rightly, there could be no] lqﬂx{ ’
bility o? our upderftanding ong ano-
er in Millions of things, where the
ﬁtqck of ourIdeas fhould prove upa-
voidably unequal, or our Cg acities
T different,
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Seft.I1.different. But tis the Perfe@ion of our
&V Reafon and Lsberty that makes us de-

~ {ferve Rewardsand Punifbments. We
areperfwaded that «f our Thoughts art
entirely free, we cam éxpendthe Forceof

Words, compare Idea)k diftinguifb clear
from obfcare Conceptions, [u]pend-ost |
Fudgments about Uncertainties, andyicld
only to Evidence. In a word, the Deli- |
berations we ufe about “our Defigps, |

and the choice to which we deter-

“mine our felves at laft, do prove usthe

free Difpofers of all our Altions. Now

what is found Reafon except this beit?
Doubtlefsit is. And no Evangelicd,

or ather knowable Truth can prove
infuperable, or monftrous to him that

‘ufesit after this manner., But when
weabufe it againft it felf, and enflavé

it to our debauch’d Imaginations, itis
averfe from all Good. We are-fo.
habituated, I confefs, to precarioys

and hafty Conclufions, that without

great Conftancy and Exercife we can-

not recover our innate Freedom, xor
Yer.13.33. do well, . having accuftom’d our [elves fo
mach to Evil, But tho ’tis faid in Sersp-
ture, that we will neither know nor un-
derftand ; *tis there alfo faid, -that we
S may




Chriftianity not Mjyfberious. 61

may amend our Ways, turn from our Ch, 4.
Iniquity, and cheofe Life. Encourage- (~~v
ments are propos’d to fuch as do fo.
We can, upon ferious RefleGtions, fee
~our Faults, and find that what we
held moft unreafonable, did only ap-
pear fo from fuperficial Difquifitions,
or want of neceffary Helps ; from Defe~
rence to Authorsty, and Principles taken
upon Truft; from irregular Inclinations
and Self-intereft,or the Hatredof a Party.
32. But notwithftanding all this
fome are at a world of Pains to rob
themfelves (if they could) of their
Liberty or Freewill,the nobleft and moft
ufeful of all our Faculties, the only .
thing we can properly call ours;and the
only thing that neither Power nor For-
tune can take from us. Under whatever
Vail thefe Men. endeavour to hide
_their Folly, yet they are engag’d in it
by extreme Pride and Self-love : For,
not willing to_own their Ignorance and
Mifcarriages, (which proceed from Paf-
[fiomySloth, o Isconfideration)) they wosld
remove all the Blame from their Will,
and charge it ypon 4 naturab Impotency
not in thesr Power to cure, - 'Thus they
ingenioufly, >cheat * themfelves, }?n{@
O chufe
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Se& 1. chufe rather toberank’din the fame
v Condition with Brutes or Machines,

than be oblig’d to acknowledg their
humine Prailties,and tomend.

33 Since therefore the Perfe&ion or
Soundriefs of our Reafon is {o evident
to our felves, and fo plainly contain’d |
in Scriptare,however Wwrefted by fome
ignorant Perfons, we (bould labour 10 |
acquire Kpowledg with more confident
I-gpe: of Succefs.  Why {hould we en.
tertain fich mean and unbeccrhin
Thoughts, as if Truth, like the AE
mighty, dwelt in Light inacceffible,
ang not to be difcover’d by the Sors
of Men? Things arealways the fame,
how different {oever the Conceptions
of Men about them may be ; and
what another did not, I may happily
find out. That nothing efcap’d the
Sight of former Ages isa Tale to be
told where one Perfon only {peaks,and
no Body prefent muft contradi&t him.
The Slips and Errors which are taken
notice of in the World every Day, -
ferve only to put us in mind thit fha-
ny able Men did not exaniing the
Truth with that Ordéi ahd Applici-
tion they fliould or might 'l‘q%‘dlal'ﬁé.

’ There
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There are a thoufand things in our Ch. 4
Power to know, of which, through <~
Prejudice or Negle@, we may be, and
frequently remain ignorant all our
Lives; and innumerable Difficulties

may be made by imaginidg MYSTE-

RIES where there are none, or by
conceiving too difcouraging and unjuft

an Opinion of our own Abilities:
‘whereas, by a Parity of Reafon, we

may hope to outdo all that outdid
others before us, as Pofterity may ex-

ceed both. *Tisno Prefumption there-

fore for us to endeavonr [etting things in

& better Light 5 asto know what we

arc able to perform is not Pride, but
foolifhly to prefume none elfe cane-

.qual us, when we are all upen the

fame Level: For who maketh éhee to 1 Corgr.
d;'ﬁer from another ? And what baft thou

that thou didft not recesve 2 Now if thou

didft recesve st, why doft thou glory as if

thou hadft not recei»’d it ¢ Have we

not allthe fame fure and certain “Pro-

mifes of Light and Affiftance from
above, as well as the Privilege of Rea-

fon in common ? If any lack Wifdom,

let him ask it of God, who gives to all Jam.1. s:
Men liberally, and upbr aideth not, and it -

Jball be given him. 34. To
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34. Toconclude, letnoBody think
to be excus’d by this imaginary Cor-
ruption, but learn from the Scripzare,
our infallible Oracle, that the Gofpe/,
if it be the Word of God, is only con-
trary to the Opinions and Withes of
lewd Men, that love to walk after their
own Lufts ; of thofethat [peak Evil of
the thingswhich they under(tand not, and
debauch themfelves in what they know in
common with Brates. 1t is hid to them
whofe Minds are blinded by the God of
this World ; and to thofe who live by
the Ignorance and fimple Credulity of
their Brethren. To be brief, It is
contrary to the falfe Reafoning of all
that will not know what it is to re-
fle& or confider ; but it is not above
the Poffibility of their Resfor when
they fhall better improve their Facul-
ties. The Creation of the World was
againft the Syftem of Arifforle, the Im-
mortality of the Soul againft the Hy-
pothefis of Epicaras, and the || Liberty
of

|| How the abfolute Liberty we experience in our ﬁiw:,i{
confiftent with God’s Omnipotency and ourDependance o
bim, fhallindue Plate be confidet’d: ’




Clzr:ﬁtamt_.y not My/ler ious. &g

* the Will was 1mPUgned by hany Ch. 4.

itient Philofophers.  But is this to be ‘v

mtrary to Reafon? Have rot thefe
fen been quite baf’d by as very
leathens as themfelves? -And are not
eir other Errors firce deteed and
’?.lodcd by moft of the Learned?

des, they wantedapnnapal mean
I»fmmtto» viz. REV ELAT FON:
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SECT. IIL
That there is notbing MT-
“STERIOUS, or 4
BOVE Reafon in the
GOSPEL.

I E come at length toen
quire whether any De-
thrine of the GOSPEL

be ABOVE, tho not contrary to REA- -

SON. This Expreflion is taken ina

twofold Signification. Firft, It de

notes a thing intelligible of it {elf, but
fo cover’d by figurative Words, Types
and Ceremonies, that Reafon cannot
penetrate the Vail, nor fee what is
under ietill it be remov’d.  Secondly,
It is made to fignify a thing of its own
Nature inconceivable, and not to be
judg’d of by our ordinary. Faculties
anf Ideas, tio it be never {o clearl

revealed. In both thefe Senfes zo

above
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dbovie Reafon is the fame thing withCh; i

MYSTERY; and, ineflelt, they vy~
are convemble Termsin Dx-vm()

. CHAP. L
The Eiftory md Significatiom of

MTSTERT in the Writings of the
GENTILES

HAT js shcant by REA:

SON we hdve already.

| Jar@b] difoours’d ; but to undérftand

lght -what the w.ord MIYSTERTY im-

t5; we oWg grace the Qriginal of

tins.fat hack as the Theology of the

anuent Gentiles; whereof it was d.cqa-

ﬁdmblel'i‘el:‘; }Tlmﬁf N;tesm:, Who -
as Panl elegantly defcribes themm ‘
irdﬂag shénsfe gind wife, becasne Fm) "””’4‘

s rg’dﬂh Gl of -the mcdrmpn.

God isso she Imge hd Likenefs of
corruprible .Mu,of Hrids; of Beafts, and
dcep tbmg: who trw'd the Trith
g‘ :»to 4 Liej. and worfbipd she

reaturk asmil 4 (and fotnetimesifiorg .
xhde) she Crcmrﬂ ;.l’liafe Narions;
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Sed. 3. fay, atham’d or afraid to exhibit their
"“»v~ Religion mked to the view of all in-

differently, difguis’d it with various
Ceremonies, Sacrifices, Plays, Gc. ma-
king the fuperftitious People believe
that admirable things were adumbra-
ted by thefe Externals. The Prieffs,
but very rarely, and then obfcurely,
taught in publick, pretending the In-
junctions of their Dsvinitiesto thecon-
trary, left their Secrets, forfooth,{hould |
be expos’d to the Profanation of the
Ignorant, or Violation of the Impious.
They perform’d the higheft of
their Worfhip,confifting of ridiculous,
obfcene, or inhumane Rites, in the it-
moft Recefles of Temples ar Groves

“confecrated for that parpofe : And it

was inexpiable Sacrilege for any
. **enter thefe but fuch as had-a fpecidl

‘Mark and Privilege, or as muchas't

“ask Queftions about what pafs’d in

-them. All theExcluded wereforthat

Reafon ftiPd’she PROFANE, asthofe
ot in Orders with us she LAITY. -

© ¥ ———Proaily Dprocnl efte-Profemi!

» Conclamat vates, £0toq; abfiftice luco,. Virg, L 6.

Areid, v. 2¢9. icli. Hymn. it Apok v. 2

‘Bugs ixg's Ssrs ANTEs .
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- 3. But the cunning Priefts, whoCh. 1,
knew how toturn every thing to their v~
own Advantage, thought fit tosnstiare -
or infiru& certain Per{onsin the Mean.
ing of their Rites. They.gave outthag
{uch as died uminitiated* wallow’d in
infernal Mire, whilft the Purifi'dand
Initiated dwelt wighthe Gods; which
as well increas’d their Veneration for,
as a Defire of enjoying, fogreata Hap-

ine{s. The Initiated, after fome Years

reparation tomake them value what
coft fo much Time and Patience, were
devoutly fworn - never to difcover
what they faw or heard under Pain of
|| Death, tho they nﬁ‘ght difcourfe of
them amongft themfelves, left too

F 3. great

*Og &t Xy dTéResvs el dds Loiknrisy v
BogBpew xeigvrmsr QX nergdnouivG- 8 x) TETE-
AcoudvSF, Sncige doixousv®-, perd Sy omNgwt.
Plat. in Phedon. pag.89. Edit. Parif. 1578.- Teaenis
s peTerdyTis, el TE THs 78 Biv TEAUTHG, X TE Wi-
mrrQ aiavC, adlfss s samdus Exsa. Iocrar.
in Panegyr. Initiaq; utappellancur, icare vera prig-
.cipiavitz cognovimus: neq; folum cum lzticia vi-
vendi rationem accepimus,fed egiam cum fpe melioye
moriendi.  Cig, I 2. de Leg. ¢, 14+ e

*+ Quis Ceferis ritus aydet valgare Profanis >

. Magnaque Threieio facra reperta Samo? ovid.
L.2.de Arfe Amandv.6o1 .?gw'gs:fgg faTeipeyor T
pusent, & 76 doavre pivarges.  Ariltid,
o INGp@:s & iEemirrame jwiies T4 ras Solis
parer n Divif Quafty, .., . . e

[#5 Lo LORREE,
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Sett. 3.great a Conftraint {hould tempt them
&~V toblab theSecrer,  And fo religioufly

they kept this Oath,that fome of them,
after their Converfion to Chriftianity,
could hardly be brought to declaré
what pafs’d at their Instiation in Gen-
tilifm, The Athenians thought na
"Torments exquifit¢'¢nough to punifh
* Diagoras the Philofopher, for divul-
ging their Myfteries ; and not content
to brahd him with Atheifm for laugh-
ihg attheit Weaknefs, they promisd
a Talent as a Reward to any that
thould kill him. *T'was Death to fay
Adonis was 4 Man ; forne fuffer’d up-
on thataccount : Apd many were tor
in pieces at the + Myfteries of Ceres, |
and the || Orgies of Bacchus, for their

-upadvis'd Curiefity.’ ‘
T et e

FHy afhreim s Gusw AiagSedy ™ wine,
AuBelyeiy N ‘Biriftophanes in Avibus 3 etiam
) 1 voce. : ‘
" - 4 Acdrhines duo Juvertes per Initidrum ‘dies non
"Iﬂ‘;:id:i' Yemplum Cereris, imprudentes Religionis,
cztera turba ingreffi func, - Facilé écs Serfito pro-
didir, abfurdé quedam percuri@tances : Bedutig; ad
Aygiiiités Tempi, -¢um palam eflet per errorem in-
greffos, tanquam ob infamdurh feelus incerfedi funt.
Liviwg, ib.31. capotgs - i '
| Wknis the BYory of PRuRkis, hich wffrded the
Sui§of & Traged s Enripides, > 1
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4. Credible Authorsreport, thatthe Ch. 1.
Pmﬂ‘s confefs’d to the Initiated how . VW
thefe Myftick Reprefentations were:
inftituted at firft in Commemoration
of fome remarkable Accidents, or to
the Honeur of fome great Perfons that
oblig’d the World by their Vertues
and ufeful Inventions to pay them fuch
Acknowledgments. But let-this be as
it will, Myein in their Syftems fignify’d Moé.
toinitiase : Myefis, Instiation : Myftes, Muins.
a Name afterwards given the Preefls,
denoted thePerfon robe initiated, who
“ was call’d an * Epopt when admxtted
“and Myffery the Doctrize in which he Mur.lwr.
“was initiated. As there were feveral

*+ Degrees, fothere were different forts
of jferm The moft famous were
* the Samothracian, the Eleufinian, the
Egyptian, and thofe of Bacchus, cqm-

‘monly known by the name of || Orgses ;
F 4 tho

Mo'sws.

X o -u umw ngm, Aﬁww &
T NILUTIY ) ST Xy I

Scfdnﬂ m Anft‘op!uq:ns Ranas. Y e
o §'Ber wued [ pocest ) alamme mend Susms 1)
r%ynum 7 weerer.  Schol. ln.l’lut Anﬁq.phan

nhxsobfamtamcelcbrawnrgndhs,

Orgia quiz-fruflca.cupiuat sydire;Profani.
“,Caf. Epigram. 64 ,260. vase e
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-Sed, 3.tho the word is fometimes pyt for any
A of the former, R

: 5. From what has been.faid it js
clear, that they underftood by Mj/fery
in thofe Days 4 thing iutelligsble of -3¢

Jelf, but fovaild by others, _iiu it could
ot be known without [pecial Revelatiop,

I need not add, that in.all the Greek

and Roman Authorsitis conftantly put
as a very vulgar Expreffion, for any
thing facredor profane that isdefign’d-
. ly kept fecret, ar accidentally” ob-
fcure. And thisis the common Ag-
ceptationof it ftill : for when we cap-
not fee clearly into a Bufinefs, we fay
itis a Myffery to us; and that an ob-
fcure or perplex’d Difcourfe is very
myfterious. Myfteries of State, Sciences

-and Trades run allin the fame No.

tion.. o cL

.~ 6. But many not denying what is

fo plain, yet being ftrongly inclin'd
out of Ignorance or Paffion to maintain
~what was firft introducd bythe Craft
or Superftition. of their. Fore-fathers,
" will bave fome Chriftian Dodrines. to
+ be ftill myjferious in the fecond Senfe of
the Word, that is, iwcamceivable intbem-

Jelves, bowever clearly reveald. - The

. R ST S thin
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thipk a long Prefcription will argye it Ch. 1.
‘Folly in any toappeardgainft them and WFV™N
.indeed Cuftom tias made it dapgeérous.
‘But, {lighting fo mean Confiderations,
if 1 can demonftrate that in the New
“Teftamerit M)}ler) isalwaysys’dinthe
firft Senfe of the Word, or that of the
Gentiles, viz, for things naturally very
intelligible, but [0 cover’d by figurasive
Wordsor Rites,that Reafon cauld not dif-
caver them without Jpecial Revelation
- and that the Vail is altually taken-a-
‘way ;..then it will manifeftly follow
that the Doftrines {o reveal’d cannot
* now be properly call’d Myfferies. -
- 9.-Thisis what I hope to perform -
- in the Sequel of this Seftion, totheen-
tire Satista&ion of thofe fincere Chri-
-ftiang mare concern’d for the Truth
" than the old or gainful Opinion.; Yet
' muft firft renséve’ out of ‘my way
* ‘certain commob places of cavilling, with
“which, not only the raw Beginners of
“themoft implicite Conftitution raife a
great” Duft ulzt)n ‘all’ occafions, tho
"~ 708 able’to [peak of anything pertinently
 whewjoftled out of the beaten Road'; but
* ‘truly'their venerdbl Teachers are not
- pffm'dfometiniestoplay at this fmall
RO o Game,

g
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Sedt, 3.Game, which, they know, rather a-
&y mufesthe Prejudic’d of their own fide,

shan edifies the Adverfaries of any
fort. Iwifh there were more even of
.a well-meaning Zeal without Know-
ledg,  than of Art or Cunning in this
Condudt.

CHAP IL

That nothing -ought to be calld 4
MYSTERY, lecaufe we have
not- an adequate Idea of afl its
Propetties, nor any at all of i
‘Effence. oo

8. Y Shall difcufs this Point with
- all the Perfpicuity I am able.
_And, ficft, Taffirm, That nothing cos
. be [aid to.be & Myfiery, becaufe we have
. wot an adequate 1dca of it, or & diftind
. KHiew of all its Properties at ome ; for
-thew every thing would be & Myfter.
“The Knowledg of finite Creatures is
,Jsfadl ually progreffive, as ObjeQs are
Prq tQ‘hc =) M ik iy .I,J.: l'd-id
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did not know fo much in the twentieth Ch. 2:;
as in the hundredth Year of his Age; Vv
and Fefus Chrift is exprefly recorded to
have encreas’d in Wifdom as well gs is Luk. 252,
Stature, Wearefaid toknow a thou-
fand things, nor can we doubt of it;
.yet we never have a full Conception
of whatever belongs to them. 1 un-
derftand nothing bester than this Teble
apon which I am now writing: I
conceive it divifible into Parts:beyond
all Imagination; but fhall I fay it is
wbove my Reafon becaufe I cannotcount
ithefe Parts,nor diftinétly perceive their
-Quantity and Figures? Iamconvincd
shat Plewts havea regular Contexture,
and a multitude of Vefltls, many of
- themeequivalent or analogousito thofe
of Animals, whereby they receive a
Juice from the Barth, and .prepare i,
changing fome :into their own Sub-
“flance, andevacuating the excrementi-
mious Parts. . :But1 do net clearly.com-
-prehend how all thefe. Qperations ire
~ perform’d, tho I know wery -wdll
what iswtant by a e, .
. -9. TheResfopis, becatfedwening
‘wothing of 'Bodsesbut shir d?;‘opa‘ciu,
“God hits wifely procideive fogu 7"2
o T abha - 4.
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SeQ, 3. fand 0 more of thefe than are sfeful
&~ and eceffary for us; which is all our

prefent Condition needs. Thus our
" Eyes are not given us to feeall Quan-
titics, nos.perhaps any thing asitis in
it felf, but as i bears fome Relation to
vs. What is too minute, - asit efcapes
our Sight, fo it can' neither harm nor
benefitus: and we havea better View
of Bodies thenearer we approach them,
becaufe then they become more con-
venientor inconvenient ; butas we re-
move farther off, we lofe their Sight
with their Influence. I’m perfwaded
there’s no Motion which does not ex-
citc fome Sound in Ears difpos’d to be
affeCted with proportionable Degrees
of Force from the Air; and; it may
‘be, the fmall. Animals coneern’d can
 hear the Steps of the Spider,.as wedo
-thefeof Menand Cattel.. From thefe
and Milltons:of other Toftances, it is
manifeft, that:we havelittleCertainty
:of any :thing: bot as'it-is-foxious or
‘bene cm]“l,)tlusf Dooar ot
10. Rig \'A pcakmgﬂm we are
~sccountéd 1o’ comprabemd. any thing
. when ts chief. Progesties;and their
~Javeral-Ufes -are. knawa' g0 us : for
PR ) ‘1
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% to comprebend in all corre€t Authors Chia’

is nothing elfe but z0 know ; and as of

‘what i not knawable we can: have no Hdea,
o it is'mothing toms. It is improper
therefore to fay a thing is dbove our
Reafon,. becaufe we know no moreof
-1t than:concerns us, and ridiculous to
~ fuperfede our Difquifitionsabout it up-
on that fcore. . What fhould we think
of a Man that would ftifly rmaintain
Waser tobe above his Reafon,and that
he would néver enquire into its Na-
ture, nor. empley it in his Houle or
-Grounds, becaufe he knows rot- how
many Particles go to a..Drop; whe-
-.ther the Air pafles through it, is ig-

- corporated with it, or seither? This -

is for all the World asif I would not
- go becaude I cannot fly. . - Now feeing
. sbe Denominatsons of thisgs ave borrow'd
. from theix known Properssgs, and that
_.n0-Prapertiss:axe knowable but what con-
gern us, .on. ferve to difcoveri fush as do,

we cannot be accouatable for.compre-
shendipg- no-other, -nor juftly requir’d
- AL O T -] more

A IR LI

**Egal i7" drom rgruhen Ty dpspias owicaivesy
o~ 7 yresty, in’ dad 7t nBdremmn £
< BsBauws racnesr. Tariy sl aess Nduareds
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Se. 3. more by reafonsble Men, much lefs
&y~ by the all-wife DEITT L

11, Tlnmo&oompmdwusMedmd
therefore t6-acquire fure and uleful
Kaowledg, is #of to traabie onr fthves

~ wor others with what is sfele[s, were it
known 3 or what is »npoﬂﬂvle 20 be ksvwn
#¢ afl, Since I eafaly perceive the good
or bad Effe@s of Rain uponthe Earth,
swhat fhouid I be the better diét I com-
nd its Generation in the-Clouds?

for after all I could make no Rainat
tny Pleafure, not prevent its falling at
mytnme A probable othefis will
not give Satisfa@lion in fuch Cafes:
The Hands, for Examplé, of two
‘Clock- Dhlsma have the {ame exter-
e Sy i Dt ot

ent s whic ce i

sprdﬁwt And so-affirth this
orthat te be ¢the way, will aoe- do;
unlefs you can demvuiftrace phit no
other poffible Way retiains. - Nay;
fhoiild 'you hit upon the seal Manner,
you cannevetbe fute.of it; bevaufe
{the Evidence of Matters of Fa& fole-
ly depends upon Teftimony : And it
fol]ows not tbat fucb 4 tbt»g i fo, be-

Saufe is may be N i _
o R &
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13, The Ag plication of this Dif: Ch. 2.
ébhrfeto my Su je&t admitsof no Dif-«AAY
{) andit i, firft, That #o Chri-
{ftian Doltrime, no ot than any ordin
Piece of Natdre, canbe reputid a Ig
flery, becaufe we bave not an adequute
or compleat Tdea g 'If whatever 6elong: to
it. Secondly, That whar is reved’d
in Relighonn, a5 it is wioft ufefal and me-
tqﬂ'ar], Jo it wigft and muy be a5 eafily
tontrebmded und foand as conf
with ouy commion Notions, as whas we
knoiv-of Wood or Storte, of Asr, of Wa-
ter, orthelike. And, Phirdl , ‘Tt
e we do as ulnlm‘b exp. bin Juth
DoiFriries, as what is kntown of watarid
things, (Wh.lch I pretend we can) wé
) then e as pidpﬂ{y 'Jaid to compvl)édﬂ
the one as the other.
13.They triffetedexceedingly,and
difcovera mii htySCart: of béttel'Ai‘-
§_uments, who defehd-
V€ pltlful sHit of: di‘awing
cesfrom what isunkiiown o whzt i
Knowh, ot of iiffifting upos adequate ¥-
deas; exeepttlié’ ‘willagreeas fbrnaﬂo,
to callevery Sp n'edf Gl‘a‘fs,Sitﬁ '
Standing, Fith orPléﬂ)
Jlevies. “Andif ou:of‘a pertmmuusor'
worfe
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Sefl. 3. worfe Humour they will be fill fool-
vV ing, and call thefe things Myferies,

I’'m willing to admit as many s they -
pleafein Religion, if they will allow
me likewife to make mine as intelligi-
ble to others as thefe are tome.
.. 14. Butto finifh this Poirit, I con-
clude, that neither GOD himfelf, nor
any of his Attribuies, ate Myfferies to
us for want of anadequate Idea ; No,
not Ezernity. The ;?yfm’ow Witsdo |
never more expofe ‘themfelves thad
when they tredt of . Etersizy in parti-
gular.  Then they think themielves
in their impreghable PortrefS, and
fitangely infult ovér thofe dull Crea-
tares that cannot find a thing whereit
isnot. Forif any Bounds (as Begin-
ning or End) could be affign’d to E-
sfernsty, it ceafes immediately to bé
what it fhould ;*and you frame ol
a finite,or rather & megatsve lded, Wthl
is the Nature of all Limitation. Noz
can it be faid, that therefore Eternity
# above Reajon iti this Refpedt, of that
itis any DefeQt in Us not to exhauft its
~ Tdea; for what greater Perfetion cad
be; afcrib’d to0 Reafon than ¢ ktiow
gresifcly ehe Nasyre of ‘thiogs ? gnd
.y, T does

El

s aaa Sarem % A PP A em s e o W




Chriftianity not MyfRerious. 81
does not all its Errors lie in- attribut- Ch, 2.
ing thofe Properties to a thing which it ¢\~
has not, or taking any away that it .
contains ? Ezernity thereforeis no more
above Reafon becaxfé it cannot be ima-

ind, than a Circle,. becaufe it may;
or in both- Cafes Resfon performs its
Partaccording to the different Natures
of the Objeéls, whereof the one is
effentially imaginable, the other not.

15. Now it appears that the preten-
ded Myferioufnefs of Eternity do's not
confift in the want of an adequate No-
tion, which is all that we confider in
it at prefent. The Difficulties rais’d -
from its Duration; as, that Sacceffion

Jeems to make it fiwite, and that' «l

things muit exist together if it be inflin-
taneous, 1 defpair not of folving W?
eafily ; and ‘rendring Infimity alfo
(which isinfeparable from it, ot rather
adifferent Confideration of ‘the fame
. thing) as little ms)flerions asthat thres
and two make five. - But this falls patu-
rally into my. fecond Difcourfe, where I
ive a particular Explicationvof :the
briftian Tenets, : according = to .the
g:pcral Prinaples I'am eflablifbing in

5, ISR TTIPI 5 PO

R
. B ontaedies -
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Chrifianity not Myflerious.
. 16. Asweknow not-all the Proper-

w~\~ ties of things, fo wewcan never con-

ceive the Effence of any Subftance in
the World.:- Todveid Ambiguity, I

diftinguifb, after an excellent modern
Philofapher, the ‘Nominal from the
Reab:Effense of a thing. The nominal
Effence ts a Colleétion of thofe Properties

~ar Modes which we };nnaﬂl{y obferve in

any thing, and’ tomhich we grve ore com-

. mwon_Denvminstion or .Name. Thus

she- gomivel_ Effente of the Sun is 2
bright,- hot; and roned Body, at a cer-
tain Diftance fromi -us; snd that hasa
conftant: gogitlar. Motion. Whotver
hears the word ‘S« puonounc’d,: this
is the Tdca he hasof it.  He may con-
ceive-‘more of its: Properties, or not
Mefn svbouat it isdtill 4 ColleGtion of
ef\]) Rroperties- that ‘makess his
Ida “§i0.the Nambaut Effence of Homey
confiftsdn its Colour, Taﬁe and ouhet
knawn Attribugess: -
-3k Bt tlwml Ejexu "] tbdt in
trinpek Conficutionaf a thing which
tle Ground or Suppd zf all'its Proper-
#éks, avd from- wlmb ey nisuraly fﬂo
o 2efitii; - Now tho' We are perfwa-
ded that the Modes of things st
eh Na < have
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have fuch 2 Subjed to exift in, 4(for Ch.2. ~

they cannot fublfift alone) -yet we are “ V™

abfolutely ignorant of what it is. We
conceive nothing more diftinétly than
the mentiotid Properties of the Stn,
and thofe whereby. Plants, Fruits, Me.
‘tals, &c. are kinown to us; but we
have no manner of Notion of the feve-
ral Foundations of thefe Properties,
tho we are very fure in the mean time,
that fome fuch thing muft neceflari-
ly be. The obfervable Qualities
therefore of thingsis all that we un-
derftand by their Names, for which
Reafon they -are calP’d theit Nominal
Effence. ' o
18. It follows nmow very plainly,
that nothing can be [aid to be 2 Myftery,
becanfe we are ignorant of itsréal EJ ente,
fince it i not more kmowable in ont thing
than in another, and it never contéf?Pd
or insluded in the Ldeas we have of thiggs,
or the Names we give 'ews. 1 Had
not much infifted apon this Point, wete
it not for the’fo often repeated Sophi-
firy of fome thav rathet metie the
Encomium$ of great READER'S
-than gréat REASONERY. When
"ty would Rave the. oft palpatle
e G2 Abfur-

€
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Sedt. 3. Abfurdities and Contradiftions go
v~ down with others, or make them

place Religion in Words that fignify

nothing, or what they are not able to

explain, then they wifely tell them,

that they are ignorant of many

things, efpecially the Effence of their

own Souls; and that therefore they

muft not always deny what they cane

not conceive. But thisis not all ; for

when they would (inftead of confut-

.ing them) make thofe pafs for ridicu-

_lousor arrogant Pretenders, who main-

tainthat only intelligible andpoffible things

are the Subject q}g Belief, - they indu-

firioufly reprefent them as prefuming

to define the Effence of God with that

of created Spirits. And after they

have fufficiently aggravated this Pre-

fum]rtion of their own coining, they

“conclude, that if the Contexture of

the {fmalleft Pebble is not to beaccount-

- ed for, then they fhould notinfift upon

fuch rigorous Termsof Believing, but

_fometimes be content to fubmit their

‘Reafon to their Teachers, and the De-
‘terminations of the Church.

- 19. Who perceives not the Weak-

nefs and Slight of this ~Rmfonin‘%, ?

L ‘ e
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7e certainly know as much of theCh. 2.
JUL as we do of any thing elfe, v~
not moré, We form the cleareft
onceptions of Thinking, Knowing,
nagining, Willing, Hoping, -Lov-
g, and the like Operations of the
[ind. But we are Strangers to the
thject wherein thefe Operations exift.
» are we to that upon which ‘the
oundnefs, * Softnefs, Colour and
afte of the ‘Grapé depend. ‘Thereis
thing more évident than the Modes
Properties of BODT, as to be ex-
nded, folid, divifible, fmooth, rough,
ft, hard, &ec, ~But we know as lit-
 of the internal Conftitution, which
the Support of thefe fenfible Quali-
s, -as we do of that wherein the
perations of ‘the § O U L refide.
1d, as the- great: Man I juft now
:ntion’d obferves, we may as well deny
» Exiftence of"Body, becaufe we have
t. an Idea of its real Effece, a5 call
» Being of thie Soul in queftion for the
we Reafon. The Idea of the Soul
enisevery whit as clear and diftint
‘that of the Body:; and had there
en (as there is not) any Difference,
e Soul muft havecarri’d the Advan-
" G 3 tage,
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tage; -becaufe its Properties are more
immediately known to us, and are the
Light whereby we.difcoverall things
2o. Asfor GOD, we comprehend
nothing better than bis Attributes.

_ We know not, it’s true, the Nature

of that cternal Subjed or Effence where-
in Ipfinite Goodnefs,: Love, Know-
ledg, ‘Power and -Wifdom co-exifly

" put we are not befter gcquainted wigh

she real Effesce of an,of his Creatures,
As by the Idea and Namgof GO D
we underftand his known ‘Attribuges
and Properties, fo we underftand thofe
of all things elfe by theirs; and we
conceive the one as clearly as we dothe
other. .. J:rgmavk’d in the Beginning
of this Chapicy, shat we knew aor
thing of things, but fychof their Pre-
%c]r_ti_c;&. as were. meeffary and  ufeful.

¢ Mmay.fay the {gme of God ; for

RAS

every A& of our-Religion is direGed
by she Confideration of fome of his

Attribates, without ever. thinking-of
his Effeace. OurLoveto him is kind-
led by his Geodnefs, and our Thank-
fulnefs by his Mercy ; our Obedience

18 regylated by his Juflics ; 'and or

Hopes
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Hopes are confirm’d by his Wifdom Ch. 2.
and Power, ' R9%Ya )

21. Ithink Irhay now warrantably
conclude, that nothing is a Mjyfery,
becanfc we know not its Effence, fince
it appears that it is neither knowable
in itfelf, nor ever thought of. by us:
So that the Divine Being himfelf can-
not with more reafon be accounted
myfterions inthis Refpect than the moft
danemptible’of his Creatures,  Ner
a1 very much conceri’d shat thefe
wees efcape my Knowledg @ for'l
avh §x°d in the Opinion, that what Infi-
-#bes KGoodwes bias not been pleas’d o re-
“weal tows,we are either fufficiently capable
o difover our-felvex, vr need #ot undet-
flond ét at all. T hope now it is véry
‘manifeit ehat Myferies in Religionatre
- but ilturgued from the pretended Mj-
-feerses of Natwe ; dnd that fuch as en-
dezvour to ‘{upport the former by the
“Jaerer, - Have :-either a'defign t0 im-
: apon others, or that they hive
-f.’Zv"i,;?iﬁ“mm; dusly confifier’d of
this Mateer. - - I
Sy Loy 6,4 o CHA{’,
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Sect.3. ‘
CHAP. IL

The Signification of the Word M¥-
. STERY in the New Teftament,

. and the Writings of the mof} an-
{ tient Chriftians. "

22. Aving fo difpatch’d thefe

adequate ldeas,and, I know
not what, res/ Effences, wecomenow
to the main Point upon which the
whole Controverfy chiefly depends.
For the Queftion being, whether or 5o
Chriftianity is myflerious, it ought to
be naturally decided by the New Tefts-
ment, wherein the Chriffian Faith is
originally contain’d. I heartily defire
to put the Cafe upon this Iffue, I ap-
peal to this Tribunal : For did I not
infinitely prefer the Fruth I learn from
thefe facred Records to all other Con-
fiderations, I fhould never affert that
there are no Myfteries in Chriftianity.
‘The Scriptures have engag’d me in this
Ecrror, if it be one ; and I will fooner
be repured Hetgrodox with shefe ouly
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on my fide, than to pafs for Orthodox Ch. 3.-
with the whole World, and have them ~ v~
again{t me, , K c
23. Naw by fearchingthe Scriptares

I find fome. of the Evangelick Do-
- &rines call’d Myfteries, in a more ge-

neral, or .in amore particilar Senfe. . -
They are more generally {ocali’d with
refpet to all Mankind : for being cer-

tain Matters of Fa& only known'to
God,and lodg’d in his Decree, or fuch
Eventsas were quite Joft and forgot

in the World, it was impolfible for

any Perfon, thonever fo wifg or learn-

ed, to difcaver them ; for ke things

of God kwoweth none but the Spirit of .. .
God, asnone can find ou: the fecretsr.
Thoughtsof Man till he tells them
himfelt. Such Revelations thén of
God in the New Teftgment-are call’d
Myfteries, not fram any prefent Incon-
-eeiveablenefs ar Obfcurity, but with -
refpect to what they were hefare this
Revelation,-asthat 1s cal’d our Task
which we long fince perform’d.

-~ 24. Ifany fhould queftion this, let
-him hear the Apoftle’ Pas/ declare
for gimfelt;_ and Vh}s /E_’cll:w;Latl);urers
inthe Gofpel; We [peak; fays he, the

i .
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Chriftianity not Mj/fterions.
Account which Cebes the Theban gives
us of the Matter in his moft excellent
Portrastare of humane Life, He feigns.
* Impofture fitting in a Throne at
the Gate of Life, in the Shape ofa
moft beautiful Lady, holding a Cup
in her Hand : She obligingly prefents
ittoall that are on their Journey to
this World, and thefe as civilly accept
it; but the Draught proves Igmo-
rance and Error, whence proceed all
the Diforders and Mifery of their
Lives. .Th P -

26. This Point was a great Myfier
to thefe honeft Philofdphe%g;eawhoj;)ag
only Fancy to guide them, and could
not pretend to Inftru&ionsfrom the

- Mind of God’; but the thing is now no

3 Cor, 2.
16,

Rom.s,.12.

Death by Sin. '

Myftery tous that have the Mind of
Christ, We know that Ademthe

Man became alfo the firft Sinner, and
Mortal; and that fo the whole Race
propagated from him could be natu-
rally no better than he was : Byoge,
Man Sin enter’d into the World, and

" 24, But

¥ ‘Opgs, eim, o4 7Y Ty Sesvoy e wi-
UEYOY— €0’ & 28 ST els WA TTNATLWSN a sty %A
ermdm&co&'bt&. Tab.p.11. EdAmft.1689.
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27, But fome Doftrines of the Go- Ch. 3.
{pel are more particularly cal’d Myffe- v~
rzes, becaufe they were hid from God’s
peculiar People under the Mofaick Qe-
‘conomy ; not that they knew nothing
concerning them, for the Law had a Heb. 1.1,
Shadow of good things'to come ; but they
were not clearly and fully reveal’d till
the New Teffament Times, being vail’d
before by various Typical Reprefenta-
*tions, Ceremonies, and figurative Ex-
preflions. Christ tells bhis Difciples,
Many Prophets and Kings have defid Luke 10
.10 fee thofe things which you [ee, “and **
bave not [een them, and to-hear thofe
.things which you hear, and have not
beard them. Paul fays, we ufe great 2 Cor. 3.
PLAINNESS of Speech, and'>'3
not as Mofes who put a VAIL over
his Face : And then exprelly adds,
that this VAIL is taken away inVer.14
Chrift, which could not be truly af-
. firm’d, were the things reveal’d ftill
inconeeiveable ; for I know no Difference
- between not hearing of & thing at all, and
_ not comprehending it when you do. In
another Place Pa«!/ has thefe remarka-
. ble Words; The Preaching .of Jefus rom. 1.
. Qbrist according to the REVELATION 25,36

of
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Se&.3. of the MYSTERY which was kept fecres
A~ fince the World began 5 but now is made

MANIFEST, and by thé Scriptares ;[
the Prophets, according to the Commana.-
ment of the everlafting God, MADE
KNOWN to all Nations for the Obe-
dtence of Faith. *
28. Thefe Paflages alone fufficient-
ly prove the Affertions contain’d in
N° 6 and 7 of this Se&ion, viz. Firft,
that the Myfteries of the Gofpel were cer-
tain things in their own Nature intell-
gible enough, but cal’d Myfteries by
reafon of the Vail under which they were
formerly hid. Secondly, that under the
Gofpelthis Vail iswholly remov'd. From
which, Thirdly, followsthe promis’d
Conclufion, that fush Doétrines cannot
‘mow properly deferve the Name of My-
feries.
29. It is obfervable, that the “hot-
teft Sticklers for the Farhers do cite

‘their Authority only where they think

it makes for them, and {light or fup-
prefs it when not faveurable to their
Caufe. Left it {hould be maliciouly
infinuated, thae I ferve the Hbly Scrip-

~ #ures after the fame -manner, I fhall
here tranferibe ali the Paffages of ‘the
New
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New Teftament where the word Myffery Ch. 3.
occurs, that-a Man running may read vy~
with Convi€tion what Idefend. The

-whole may ‘be commodioufly reduc’d
to thefe Heads. Firft, Mjferyisread
for the Gofpel or the Chriftian Religion
in general, as it was a future Difpen-
fation totally ‘hid frem the Gentiles,
and but very imperfeltly known to
the Fews: Secondly, Somie particular -
Dottrines occafionally revieaPd by the
Apoftles arefaid to be manifefted Myfte-
ries, that is, unfolded Secrets.  And,
Thirdly, Myffery is put for any thing
vail’d under Parables or Enigmatical

* Porms of Speech.  Of all thefeia Or-
der. ‘ T

30. Myftery is read for the:Gofpel or

Chriftiamty in general in the follow-
ing Paffages : Rom. 16. 25, 26. The
Preaching of Féfus Chrift atcording to
the Revelatiotrof the MYSTERT which
was kept fecre fince the World -began ;
but now s made manifeft, dnd by the
Writings of the Prophets; according to
the Commandmint of the everldfting
God, made- known to'all- Nations

for the Obedlience of Fairh. :Now, in
what Senfe ‘could-this Myfery be faid

S to
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Set.3. to be reveal’d, this Secret to be made
* v~ manifeft, to be made known to all Na-

tions by the preaching of the Apoftles,
- if it remain’d ftill incomiprehenfible?
A mighty Favour indeed ! to blefs the
World with a parcel of unintelligible
Notions or Expreflions, when it was
already overftock’d with the Acroatick
Difcourfes of Ariftorle, with the Efo-
. terick Do&rines of Pythagoras, and the
Mjfterious Jargon of the other Seéts of
Philofophers ; for they all made high
Pretences to fome rare and wonderful
Secrets not communicable to every one
of the Learned, and never to any of the
- Vulgar. By this meansthe obfequi-
- ous Difciples apologiz’d for all that
was found  contradictory, incoherent,
dubious, or incomprehenfible in the
Works of their feveral Mafters. To
any that complain’d of Inconfiftency
or Obfcurity, they Erefentlyanfwer’d,
O, Sir, the Philofopher faid 1t, and you
ought thereforeto believe it : Heknew
his own Meaning well enough, tho
he car’d not, it may be, that all o-
thers fhould do it too: So the Occa-
fions of your Scruples, Sir, are onl
feeming, and not real. - But the Chrz-

fian
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Fian Religion has no need of fuchmi- Ch, 3;
ferable Shifts and Artifices, there be--S v,
- ing nothing; in- it- «bove or contrary tq
the firiet Reafon: And {uchasare
of another Mind may as well juftify
the idle Dreams of the Philofophers,
the Impieties and Fables of the Alo-
ran, or any thing as well as Chriftias
mity. The fecond Paflage is in 1 Cor.
2.7.the Words were but jult now read,
and need not here be repeated. The
third Paffage is in 1 Cor. 4, 1. . Ler 4
* Map [0 account of us as the Minifrere of

Chrift; and the Stewards or Difpenfers

of the MISTERIES of God; that is,

the Preachers of thofe Do&rines which

God was pleafed to reveal. The fourth

Paflageis in Ephe(.6.9. Praying—for

me; that Utterance may be given untome

that I may open my Mouth boldly, tp

make known the MTYSTERTY of the
"Gofpel. Parallel to this is the fifth

Pa(gagc in Col. 4.3, 4. Praying alfo for

us, that. God wogld open unto us a Door
of Urterance to [peak the MYSTERY of

Chrifi——that 1 may make it manifest 45

I onght to [pesk., The Clearnefs of

thefc Words admits of no Comment.

“The fixth Paffage isH in Col, 2.2, That

their
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ScEt. 3. their Hearts might be comforted being
A~ kit togetr: -+ Vove, and unto all the

Richesof the juii Ajfurance of Under-
ftanding, to the K nowledg of the MY~
STERY of God, and of the Father, and
of Chrift. Here is evidently meant the
Revelation of the Gofpel-State: for
whatever right Conceptions the Jews

, might have of the Father, they had

not that full Knowledg of Chrif and
his Do&rines, which are the ineftima-
ble Privileges we now enjoy.: The
fe®enth Paffage is in 1 T#m. 3.8, 9.
Likewife muft t%le Deacons be grave, not
double-tongu’d, not given to muchWine, .
nor greedy of filthy Lucre, holding the
MYSTERY of the Faith in a pure Con-
Jesence ; that is, living to what they
believe. The eighth and laft Paffage
relating to this Head is in 1 Tém.3.16.
And without Controverfy great is the
MYSTERY of Godline[s: God was ma-
nifeft in the Flefb, juftify'd in the Spirit,
feen of Angels, preach’d unto the Gen-
tiles, believ’d on in the World, recesv’d
up into Glory. 1 will not now infift
upon the various Readings of thefe
Words, nor critically determite which
1s fpurious or genuine. -All Parties
AR ~ (how
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(how much foever they differ about Ch. 2"
" their Senfe) agree that the Gradations V¥~ - -
of the Verfe are Gofpel-Revelations;.- - =~
{othat:the Myftery of Godline[scannet .- .-
#-be reftrai’d to any one;:biitiisicemi=
" mon to them all: It refers not t6 the
Nature of any of them in particular,but
- to the Revelation of ’em all in general.
And it muft be granted, -without any
Difpute, that the gracious Manifefta-
- tion of Chrift and his Gofpel is not on-
ly to us wonderfully ftupehdous and
({errizing, but that it was likewife a
. very great Myffery to all preceding
_ the New Teftament Difpenfation. From
thefe Paffages it appears, that the Go/
pel and the following Expreffions are
fyrionimous, wiz. The Myftery of the
Faith,the Myftery of Godand Chrift, the
Myfery of Godlinefs, and the Myftery
of the Gofpel. No Dolrine thtn of
the Gofpel is ftill a Myfrery (for the
Apofiles conceal’d nothing from us that As 20!
was ufeful, and have gcquainted ns with 2 *1-
the whole Counfel of God : ) but ’tis the
Gofpel it felf that was heretofore in-
deed a Mjyfiery, and cannot now after
& is fully reveal’d, properly deferve
-that Appellasion. C -
. ~ He 31.We
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31. We defign in the fecond place |
to fhew, that cersain Matters occafio-
nally reveald by the Apoftles, were only.
Myfterious before that Revelation. The
Fews, who fcarce allow’d other Nati-
onsto be Men, thought of nothing lefs
than that the time fhould ever come
wherein thofe Nations might be re-
concil’d to God, and be made Cobeirs
and Partakers with them of the fame
Privileges. This was neverthelefs re-
folv’d updn in the Divine Decree, and -
to the Jews wasa Myftery, but ceafes fo
to continue after the Revelation of it
to Paw/, who, in his Epiftles, has o-
penly declar’d it to all the World.

* The firft Paffage we fhall alledg to that

purpofe isin Eph.3.1—6,9. If you have

- heard of the Difpenfation of ‘the Grace

of God which is given me to you-ward,
how"that by Revelation he made knows
unto me the MYSTERT (as I wrote .
before in few Words, whereby, when you
read, you may underftand my Kpowledg
inthe MYSI'ERY of Chrift). which in

~ other Ages was not made known unto the

Spirit ; thas the Gensilesfbould be Fellow-

Sons of Men, as’tis now reveal’d unto
us, bis holy Apofiles and Prophets, by the

heirs,
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‘heirs, and of the [ame Body,and Partakers Ch, 3.°

of his Promife in Chrift by the Gofpel—
and to make all Men [ee what is the Fellow-
Jhip of the MYSTERY, which from the
Beginning of the World bath been hid in
God. Thefecond Paffage is in Rom.11.
25. For 1 would not, Brethren, that you
fbould be ignorant of this MISTERT,
that Blindnefs in part is happen'd to Ifra-
el until the -Fulne[s of -the Gentiles be
compe in. - The third Paffage is in Ceé. 1.
25, 26, 27.——The Charch, whereof I

am made & Minifter according to the

Difpenfation of God which is given to me
for yod, to falfilthe Word of God, even
the MYSTERY which hath been hid
from Ages and’ Generations, but now is
wiade manifeft to his Saints : to whom
God would make known what are the

Riches of the Glory of this MYSTERY.

Na'atE

among the Gentiles.  The fourth Paf- -
fageisin Eph. 1.9, 10. Having made

known untp ws the MYSTERT of “his
Will,according to his good Pleafurewhich,
be hath, purpos’d in himfelf, that in the
* Difpenfation of - the Fulne[s of times, he
might gather together into one all things
in Christ. 'Thefe Places require no
Explication, for the Senfe of them all

; H; is,
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Se&t. 7.0me be revealed.  ‘Thefe are all the Paf-
wAAY fages relating to the fecond Head.
‘32, Myfteryis, Thirdly, put for any
thing vail’d under Parablesor Enigma-
ticdl Expreflions in'thefe parallel Places
following. ‘Fhe firft is i1 Mat.13.10;
Y1. The Difciples came and [aid unto
bim, Why [peakéft thou 4nto them in Pa:
vables? He anfwer’d and [aid unto them,
Becaufe it is given to you to know the
MYSTERIES of the Kngdom of Hea:
wen, but to them it is not given.. The
fecond Paffage is'in Mark 4. x1. And
Fefus faidto bis Difciples, Unto you i
gsven to know the MYSTERTY of the
Kingdom of God; but unto them thus
nre without, all thefe things are done in
Parables. 'The fame Words are re-
peatedin Lwk.8.10. Anditismoftevi-
dent fromv all of ’em, that thofe things
which Chrift {pokein Parables werenot
i themfelves incomprehenfible, but
wmyfferious to them only to whom they
were not unfolded, rbat (asit is there
faid) hearing they might not ander ffand.
It is now the moft ordinary Praétice in
the World for fuch as would not be
underftood lzy every one, to agree up-
ona wayof fpeaking peculiar to them-
v R felves.
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felves, Noris there any thing more Ch. 3,
+ eafy than the Explication which Chriff s~

gave of thefe Parables at the R&queft '
of his Difciples. .
. 33. There arebut two Paffages on4
}y left, and Myjftery in them has no re-
erence to any thing in.particular, but
it is put for all fecret things in its ut-
moft Latitude of Acceptation. The’
firft Placeisin x Cor, 13. 2. Andtho I
have the Gift of Prophecy, and under-
ftand all MYSTERIES and all K pow-
ledg's, and tho 1 have all Faith [o that I
could remove Mountains, and have no
Charity, 1 am nothing. The feeond,
_parallel to this, isin 1 Cor. 14. 2. Fe
that [peaketh in.an unknown Tongue,
- Jpeaketh not unto Men bat unto God ;
for wo Man 4nderftandeth him, bowever
in the Spirit be fpeaketh MYSTERIES ;
that is,” what is intelligible enough to -
him, are Secrétsto fuchas underftand
not hisLanguage. ~ °°
34- Having fo particularly alledg’d
. all the Paflages where there 15 méntion
made of Myfteries in the New Tefia-
ment, if any fhould wonder why I
have omitted thofe in the Rewelation,
to fuch I reply, that the Revelation
e cannot
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Seft.3. cannot be properly look’d upon asa
vV Part of the Gofpel; for there are no

new Doftrines deliver’d in it. Far
from being a Rule of Faith or Man-
ners, it is not as much as an Explana-
tion of any Point in our Religion,
The true Subjet of that Book or 77-
fon isa Prophetical Hiftory of the Ex-
‘ternal State of the Church in its vari-
ous and interchangeable Periods of
Profperity or Adverfity. But that I
may not fall under the leaft Sufpicion
ofdealing unfairly, I {hall fubjoys the
few Texts of the Revelation wherein
~the word Mjyftery is contain’d. The
firftis in Rev. 1. 20. The MYSTERY
of the [even Stars which thou [aweft in
my right Hand, and the [éven Golden
Candlefticks : Well, what s the Myffe-
7y or Secret of thefe Starsand Candle-
l{icks ? The feven Stars are the Angels of
the feven Churches ; and the [even Can-
dlefticks, which thou [aweft, are the feven
Churches, namely, of Afis. Another
Paflage: is in chap. 17. 5,7. And upon
her Foreheadwas a Name wtittes, M-
STERY, BABTLON ‘THE
G RE AT, &c. Andthe Angel [xsd,—
Twill tell thee the MYSTERY. of the
: oman.
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Wenan. This he performs too in the Ch.'3,
following Verfes, which you may ton- v
fult. Nor 1s it undeferving our parti-
cular Notice, that Mjyferyis here made
the diftinguithing Mark of the falfe or
Antichriftian  Church. Myftery is a
Name written on ber Forebead ; thatis,
all her Religion confifts in Myfery, fhe
openly owns, fhe enjoins the Belief of
Myfteries. -And,no doubt on’t, asfar
as any Chaurch allows of Myfteries, [o far
it 45 ANTICHRISTIAN, and may
with a great deal of Juftice, tho little
Honour, claim Kindred with the fcar-
let Whore. ‘The only remaining Text
is in chap, 10.5,6,7. And the Angel
which 1 [aw [{and upon the Sea and upom
the Earth Jiftéd tip his Hand to Heaven,
and fivere by hinks that liveth for ever and
ever, who créated: Heaven and the things
that therein uve, and the Earth and the
things that therein are, andthe Seaand
‘the-#hisrigs which are therein, thit there
flronld be Time no lowger ; but thavin the
Ddysef theVoice of the fevedth. Angel,
when be ﬂia?l‘k 'iri"tti"ﬁmnd,tbe MYSTE-
RT'of Gor [b‘%ﬂ’d e finifb’d : that is,
that allthe'fhings fBurativelydéliverd
in this Prophecy concerning the Gofpel

e _— ~ (which
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36. Norcana more favourable Opi- Ch. 3.
nion be harbour’d of thofe, who, - A~
ftead of Submiffion to the Ditates of '
Scripture and Reafon, ftraight have
Recourfe to fuch Pegfons as_they, fpe-
cially follow or admire, and are read
to receive or refufe an Opinion,as the
fhall pleafe to diret them. Pray,
Do&tor, fays one of his Parifhioners,
what' think you of fuch a Book ? it
feems to make things plain. Ah ! dear
Sir, anfwers the Dottor, it is a very
bad Book ; he’s a dangerous Man that
wrote it; he’s for believing nothing’
but what agrees with his own pur-
blind, proud and carnal Reafon. P.
Say you fo, Doftor ? then I’m refolv’d
to read no morg of it, for I heard you
often preach againft Human Reafon ;
I’m forry, truly, it Thould unhappily
- fall into my Hands, but I’ll take care
ghat-none of our Family fet their Eyes
upon’t. D. Youwll dovery well, Sir:
- befides, this Book is ftill worfe thanI
¢old you, forit deftroys a great many
Points which we teach; and fhould
this Do@rine take,(which God Yorbid)
moft of the good Books. you have at
home, and wiich coft you nolefs Pains

to
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Se:3. to read than Mdhey to purchafe,would
vy fignify not a Straw, andferve only for

‘Waffe-Paper to put under Pies, or for
other mean Ufes.  P. Blefs me, good
Dottor, I pray God forgive me read-
ing fuch a vile Tteatife ; he’s an abo-

. minable Man that could write it ; but

~ what? my Books worth nothing, fay
you? Dr. H’s Sermons, and Mr. C’s
Difcourfes Wafte-Paper ? Pll never be-
lieve it, let who will fay the contrary;
Lord, why don’t you excommunicate
the Author and feize upon his Books?
D. Ay, Sir, Time was;—but now
it feems a2 Man may believe accordin
t0 his own Sexnfe, and riot as the Chursh
directs ; there’s & Toleration eftablifh’d,

. you know. P. ThatToleration, Do-
&or, will—. D. Whift, Sir, fay
no more of it; I am as much con-
cern’d asyoucanbe ; but it isnot fafe
nor expedient at this time of day to
find Faults. ,
~ 37.9Thereare others far fromi this
Simplicity, but as firmly refoly’d to
ftand faft by their old Syftems. When
they tell us of Myferies we muft be-
lieve them, and there’s no Remedy for
it. It is not the Forge:of ’Rcafoni}nl:tg
. . that
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that makes thefe for Myferies, but Ch.3. =
fome by-Intereft ; and they’ll be fure A~

to applaud and defend any Author

that writes in favour of their Caufe,
whether he {upports it with Resfon '

or not. But I'm not half fo angry
with thefe Men as with a fort of Peo-
ple that will not be atthe Pains of ex-
amining any thing, left they fhould
become more clear-fighted or better in-
form’d,and fo be tempted to take upa
new Road. Such Perfons muft needs be
very indifferent. indeed, or they make
Religion come into their Scutcheons.
38. The mention of Scutcheons na«

turally puts me in mind of thofe who

are little mov’d with any Reafons,
when the Judgment of the Primitive
Charch comes®in competition. The
Fathers (as they love to fpeak) are

to them the beft Interpreters of the
Words of Scriprure; < And what °

+ ¢ thofehoneft Men, fays a very in-
¢¢ genious * Perfon, could not make
« good themfelves by fufficient Rea-

« fons, is now prov’d by their fole

« Authority. If theFathers for‘efailw
' _ “ this

——

M. de lf oncenelle, dans fon Hiﬁom des Oracles,
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« this, adds the fame Author, they
« were not to be blam’d for fparing
« themfelves the Labour of reafoning
¢ more exalltly.than we .find they
<« commonlydid.. That Truth and
Falfhood fhould be determin’d by a
Majority of Voices, or certain Periods
of Time,feems to me to be the moft ri-
diculousof all Follies.

39. But if Antiguity can in good
eamneft add any worth to an Opinior,
Ithink I need not fear. to ftand to i
Decifion : “ For if. we. confider tht
« Duration of the World, (fays and-
« ther celebrated * Writer) aswe do-
« that of Man’s Life, confifting cf
“ Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and old
“ Age; then certainly fuch as liv’d
“ before us were the Children or the
% Youith, and we are the true Antients
‘ of the World. And if Experience

* 4 (continues he) be thie moft confi-

“ derable Advantage which grown
“ Perfons haveover the younger fort,
“ then, queftionlefs, the Experience
“ of fuchas come laft into the World

o “ muft

* Monfieur Perraultdans fe5 Payicelles des Anciers
& des Modernes. : o
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“:muft be incomparablyl grester thait Ch
«:-of thofe that were born loag before \ro=~

¢ them : for the laft Comet'senjoy not
“only all the Srock of thelr Predecef~
“sfors; bub (0 it-have likewift addéd
¢:their own Obfervations: .Thefe.
Thouglits ard ‘o lefs ingersions: than’
' they are:juft-andifolid. - Bt if 4s>
#iquity be undetftood in the’vulgam
Senfe; I hate no Reafon ¢t defpair
however-; formy Affertipn:too will:
. become antient to’Pofterity, 'and fo be:
in"a conditien:to fupport: it felf - by’
shis commodious Privilegeof Preferip-:
tion. AR G T T
- .40. Yet fecins 1am not likely. to:
live till tha -tin:g, it cannot be. amify
to make ‘it-appear that thefe fame Fes
thers, ‘whio Have the good luck to be
at once borfr.the Young and the Old of
the World, are-on myfide. ?Tis not
out. of agy Defédrence to: their Judgs
ments, I confefs, that I take thefe
Pains.. . have freely declar’d wihae
‘Walue I fet upon their Aucherity in the
Beginning of this Book: but:my Des
o is to {hew the Difingenuity of
ghofe, who prevending the: Ve
Reration for 't Wricifigs of thie Fas
‘ R S Kbtrty

B Y
¢ Qe
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Sei.-3. thers, peyer fail to decling their Sen--
w4 tence wheniit futes not with their Hu-
mour on Ingeret. - . .
- 43, £ibemiens Alexandrinus has every
whiere the fame Notion of Adyfery that
I have, that the Gestiles had, and
which Ebave prov’d 5o bethat of the
Gojpel.. inthe 5¢h Book:of his Stro- -
metes, whichmerits:the Perufal of
that :1;9 ml:g:'l: ';g u:)lgeﬁ&anl;l th;b a-
tiire of the Fewifh and Heathen Myfe- .
ries ; im.that Book, I fay, heputsthe .
Matees: aut of all Doubt, and quotes
feyeral .df thofe Texts of Scripture,
which I have already alledg’d to this
purpof. -Nay hetells us, that the -
Chriftian. Difcipline was call’d ¥ Iiuwni-
narion, broasft it brought hidden things
2o light, she Mafter (CHRIST) alose
- temsoving the Gover of- she Ark, that is
the Ma/vick Vail. He adds in exprefs
Words, + that thofe things which -

RS ‘were
¥ 13 At Yariarads § uadwida viehnrar, § 78,
Aok faosgdind, S elre 8
Dot rgps e 4 wwrl. Pag. 378 div. Cab
A il 7o uoriens T St

r &

I% o 7 hfy
e g A
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;?5 mgﬁcr"ious and obfcure jn theé Ch. 3.
Id Teftamept aré made plain in the S~v>’
ew. ‘ "

42. Every one knows how the Prj-
irive Chriffians, inatidiculaus imits-
m of the Jews, turn’d all the Serip-
reintoAllegory ;accommodatipgthe

‘opertjes nimals mentiop)d
- the Q/ to Events that
\ppened Vew. They toak
e fame principally with

lep, - where they could difcover
& leaft Refemblance between- their
ames, A&iops, or State of Life;
id carty’d this-Fangy at length.to
lumbers, Letgers, Places, and what
.. That which in the O/d Teft gment
grefore did, according to them, ré-
ofent any thing in the New, they
dl'd the Type or Myftery of it. . Thus
TPE, STMBOL, PARABLE,
HADOW, FIGURE, SIGN
©d MTSTERTY, fignify all thefame
Nog in Jufiin Meryr. This. Bachér
Firms. in his Dialogue with Tryphon
e Jew, that the Name of Fofbia
‘a8 &.Myftery reprefenting the Name
ous; end thas theholdiigup of Mp- Excd. 17.

l‘i
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Se&t. 3. fes’s Hands during the Battel with
'~ ‘the Amalekites in Rephidim, whs-a

Tygt or Myftery of Chriff’s - C¥ofs,
-whereby he overcame Death, as the
- -Mraélites there did their Enemies ¢ dnd
-then-he adds the following Remark;
X This 4 to be  confider’d, fays hé, .
seoncerning: thofe two  holy Men “and
“Prophiets of God, that'neither of them
was- qble in his [ingle ‘Perfon 'to carry
ci,:om_ml;s TERTES, I meun th
Typa: of His Crof3,~ and that of ‘bein
ipd 6y bis N the e Dis.
Togue “he calls the PrediGtions of the
-Prophets +STMBOLS, PARA-
BLES and MYSTE RIES, ex.
‘plain’d by the fucceeding Prophets.
-" 43. When Te#talltian in his Apolo-
gy Juftifies the Chriftians from tr'?!?fe
AR T ' inhu-

-
“ ,‘:.'-

L ot . N N -
. ¥THr I o s imaugoriear T dyiwr dvden
Sietvay, ;gvrgo;mu?v T8, 6K, Voot Yyernudyor §n
4o T4 pishess &5 duter Bagious ux fiy S
« g Ad90 J¥ TV W'Y TE SRUEE, %) oY MDY & 75 N

. uaTss Gamancews.  Pag. 338. edit. Col. 1686,

“ +Eiud 7 770 S Ghcade, & Pirot, . $m. woAM
" Niyus v & srainadugadyig x5ty Aus § -
Lo s ey iulinans g Mpaypuine, st Guows
T A v e TeREAYTU Prousygs woopiiTas eEnyi-

vowygo. Pag. 204, > 4 :

»

e
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inhumane Pragtices whereof their B--Ch. 3
nemies moft unjuftly accus’d ’em, he v~
criesy * ¢ We agg befet, we aredifco-.
¢ ver’d every day; —— But ,if we..
““keep always Ind,- how . arg  thole:
¢ things known which,we are faid to,
“"commit? Nay, who could. make
¢ them known ? Such as are ‘guilty !
‘. Not fo, furely: for all Myferies
‘" at€ of Courfe'under an Oath*of Se-
““crecy. The Samothracian, the Elea~
¢ finian Myfteries are conceal’d ; haw.
¢ ‘much rather Tuch as being difcover’d:
¢ would now provoke the Jultice of;
¢ 'Méh,. and might expe&t to meet:
< with that of éod hereafter?, They:
are {eeree Pralites, you fee, and not.
incomprehenfible Dactrines which thiy
Father counted Myferies. 0y
"4 Origenmaliesthe Encampiognts,
of the Ifraelises in their Journey to thg -
e 3 ro-

) RO TS S
¥ Quotidie  ebfidemr, .. qutidié - pradiargt,
— Si femper latemus, quandg proditum c{t qued W
mittimus ? Immo 3 quibus prodi poru'\t.i.;ﬁbﬂs
reis !"Non utique ; cum. ye].ex forma cmnibus. My,
fteriis filentii fides deoglur, .;Samothracia- & Ejeu-
finia reticentur ; quaptQ magis-talia quz prodiem ine
terim etiam Humanam animadverfionemy Pryvoces
bgnt, dum Diving feryvagur? Pag. 8. edife. Parifs
1675. a0
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Se&t. 3. Promis’d Land to be * Symbols or My-
A2 fleriei. deferibing the way to fuch as

{liall'travel towards Heaven, or hea..
venly things. I need not add what
he fays ot the Writings of the Pro-
phets, of the Vilion of Ezckiel, or the
Apocalypfe in particular : for he isuni-
werfally confefs'd to have broughe.
this Myftick or Allegorical Method
of interpreting Scripture to its Pér..
fe&ticn, and to have furnifh’d Matter

5 all that trod the fame Path after.
Eim'; an Honour, i my Opinion, not
to be cmr{’d him. But he was fo far
ftomthinking any Doltrineof our Re¢-.
ln;’gion Myftery in thé prefent Senfe of
theWord, that be exprefly affirmsthiem.
4 0 hgree all with CO.MMO N NO-
TIONS, and ¢ comimend themfelves
f7 the ' Alfint of “every well-difpos’d.

Heartr.
45. The

* B} A\ Nvara e evplirwy i, Tiy idby Sedre-
by Fdfvobrrer ¥ 78 e pader dvayrare
700 Btyvypgppiives ‘Aeadids Muy cbws, i Lrnrizo
N Movidgaro [ duriy ) pusithaniions 8 7 rgeps-
LSy Py Toegix JWWM Lib. 6. con-
trw Celf. pag. 201, edit, Cantab. r677. :

+ ‘\g;m‘ 0 uh 7 Fwiceds husy TaTs KOINAIS
ENNOTATE €piidvei- Wresoeelsiris, pararn 7is

res dxsorras F Aspifer. Lib. 3. conrra
Celf. pag. 135. S -
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45. The other Fathers of the three Ch: 3,
firft Centuries have exaltly the fame v~
Notions of; Myfery.: Aqgd thould they
in this Matter happen to contradi&
in:.one Place what they eftablifh’d jn
agiother, (as they ordinarily do in
.moft things) it would only ferve z0
‘exclude them from being a irie Rule to -
others that were none te vheipfelves,
But what isnoe {mall Prejudice in our
Favour, feeing we havb'gtﬁ\' dP with
Meén fo apt to"forget, théy keep ve-
ry- conftant:x6::¢his Point ¢ §d:that I
iy jultly'hope By this time bhe Caufe
of - Incomprehenfible  and Intomeivaiile
» Myfteries in Retigion (houldibe rﬁdlz
given ﬁgbzdf hat fincerely refpe

FAT R ECRIPTURE ar

REASQN. =4 v v

e O R CEE A TAL
: .5‘3\‘,{3. '
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| ”'"~“j ¢ H APIV :

Obje&id‘ns brau;gl't-'- from partics-
lar Textsof SCRIPTURE,
and from the Nature of FAITH
4nfwer 'ds 3

. 4-~?'.;,,' I . '
.46, OME Mgep.are fo fond- of
o 8) Myfleries; and it feems they
:find their Accounti-in. it, . that -they
--are. veadyito hazargd:any hing . fooper
- than.pargwith  theg «Jn themean
-timey; whether they. knpw it ot net,
sthey.day; nathing: Ifs ghau their Refj-
gioh assake by this Qondult ; forye
1s an ugly Sign when People prafgfs
that what they believe is above the
Examination of Reafon, and will fufe
fer itby no means to come into quefti-
on: It argues in themfelves a Diftruft
“of their Caufe-s—and—others™ conchads,
tbat what dares not abide the Trial of
Resfon, muft needs it [elf be unreafona-

ble at Bottom. .

47. Notwithftanding thefe Confe-
quénces are fo pbfious, they harden
B them-



Chriftianity not Myfterious. 121
themfclves againft them, and are not Ch. 4,
afham’d to bring even Scripture to VYN
countenance - their Affertion. . You
fhall hear nothing ‘more frequently
_in their Mouths than thefe Words of '
_the Apoftle, Bewareleft any Man fpoilCol. 2.8.
you by PHILOSOPHT and wvaip
PDeceit, after the Traditionp of Men,
after the Radiments of the World, and

.pot Ffm . Ridiculous! as if
‘Reafon and were Vaaity and
Craft! P is not hese un-
derflteood as.a]l ater-
: ~_ of Pl

of . Epi¢urua, of “the

. o many of whofe Prm-
ciples-are repugnapt to com-

~maon Senfe od Morals. - Sophj-
1 firy. was pever, more. in vogue thap in
“shg Days ok, Pegl; and feyeral out
_of thefe Setksimbracing Chriftianity,
:found the way to.mix with it thqirpﬁl |
-Opinions, whichthey were loth toquit
for.good gndall. The Apoftle there-
_fore had weighty grounds to warn his
- Converts pettpconfound the Inventi-
pns of Men with the Do&rine of God.
Tt appears.ngverthelefs that this good
Advicewasta lictle Purpofe, Jor yeull
- n
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st& 3 ﬁﬁd the grofleft Miltakés and Whim-

‘s~ fics of the Fathers to have been occa-

fion’d by the feveral Syfterhs of Phs-

Jfophy they read before their Convet-

fion, 3 nd which they afterwards: foo-

lifhly ¢ndeavour’d to ‘reconcile, with

Chriflimisy; totht ehtire Ruine almioft

of ‘the latter, as we fhall fhew m the
followmgCixa :

48. Butas ndpartrcular Hypo lnﬁ:

what rér has 4 Right tofet up fora

Sta d of Reafort to all. Mankind

u?:h lefs mhay vain bzlojbpb;

{ tYI?jdhmlt is Priv lege: and Ibfnr

th ¥ from axmm% at any fuchthing, |

phae itds the ve raftice I oppofen |

this’ Book. - henrme havé ad- |,

Vilid the Mesaphiyficat- Nonfettfoof |

doting "Philofophers into Articles of

Fdich, they raife 2 laug ahour 4-

gait Rea]m, beforewhefe Evideacs

‘tid Light their empry Shadows vk

difippear.  For as'in Philofophy foin

Ret: #tm- every St Hag“its -peculiir

)étréghgangcs, and'the T N-C OM

'PRE NSIBLE MTSTE RIES

of -the Mtter do ¢ anfwer’ the

DC"C'ULT Q4 ITH:' df tH§ - for:

mer. They were’ bothdﬁeuhtﬂaﬁ x

r




_ Chriftianity not Myfterious. - v3§
firft for the fam¢ Ends, <iz. to flopthe Ch. 4.
Mouths of [uth s demand & Reaforiwhere PYNS
ndhe can be given, and to keep as many

ip Ignorance as liitereft fball think con-
wepient.  But God forbid that T thould

itpute the like nefarious Deligns to all

that contend for Myferies iow, Thou-

fands whereof I know to be thié beft
rieaning Men in the Univérfe. This
ﬂpbiﬂicgl or corrapt Philo[ophy is, elle-

whete in the New Teffament @il'd, cor, 3
the n’t‘, 19
the Jew,

t’ha? o

wis mi

require 4 _—
W ifdom 2
was the

it is'nov

tﬁ"f‘ %oz

Huan

whatis

ar e; Tb 81
God; f '
God pei

Words'

B hoth
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do’s and ovght to fubjett it felf to the.
Divinec Law : r"'ct this Submiffion ar-
goes no ImperfeQionin Regfon, asour
Obedience to jutt Laws cannot be faid

to deftroy our Liberty.  Reafom muft

firft underftand the Law of Geod, and

then comply with it ; for a Man can. |
no more deferve Puniflument for oot
obferving fuch Laws 3s are uniotelli- !
gible, than for nct performing what
was never enjoin’d him. The cand:
Mind then in this Place is not Reafon,
but the carnal Defires of Jewd and,
wicked Men] whofe Pratices,asthey,
are contrary fo the. reveal’d Law of,
God, fotheyareto thatof found Res-

Jontoo. " -

50, . What has beesi difcours’d of

" preteiidéd Wiidom and fenfual Minds,

may be ‘efily appli’d to another Paf-
fage where itis faid, that tbe Weapons
ourWarfare are wot carnal, but migh-
7y thioggh God to the pulling down of
Frongt fds, cafting down Imaginition:
andeviry bigh thing that exalseth is felf
againfl the Knowledg of God, and bring- |
z% inso Captivity every Thoughs to the 1'
edience of Chrift. Tt is plain from |
the V%‘?{d’ as well as the Scope of the
AT " whole,
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‘whole, that chefe are the Thoughts Ch. "4.
"and Imagifations of foolifh and pro \/W
“faneMen, and fhould be'captivated or
eformd by Reafon as well 45’ Scrip-
‘ture ; as, in efi& they oftén are :.for’
“fuch’ Petfors ot ordmarily aliowmg
‘of Argumentfrom Scriptare, are ficft
perfwdded by 'Reafon, and afier that
‘they receive the Scripture. 'But can

“Reafon'caft down or deftroy it felf?
‘Noj; but it reduces thofe vain and .
“impious“Sophifms which borrow its
Name to cover ‘or authorize the Dif-
brders they occafion.

- s1. Ie'Would be extremely tedious
't6 go one by dne over all the Texts
~which ignorant-or perverfe Men al-
ledg againft that Ufe of Reafon in

Religion which I particularly efta-
blifh. Any fingle Paflage tomy pur-
pofe fhoulc}' one would think
fufficiént - Satisfa&ion to all fbr:jf;an
Lovers of Truth: for the: Word of
“God muft be every whére uniform
and felf confiftent. “But I have'quoted
feveral in the fecond Chapter of the
fecond Settion, to fpeak nothing of
“what I perform’d in ‘the foregoing
“Chapter of* the prefent Setion. * Yet
becaufe
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Seq, 3. becaufe this Reafoning might be rg-
' Ay torted, apd to leave no plaufible Pre:
" tencesto Cavillersor Deceivers, I have
punttually anfwer’d the firongeft Ob-
_ge&ions I have obferv’d in the moft

celebrated Pieces of Diusnity ; 1 fa

which | haveobferv’d, forl ﬂ;ould rea
the G(?el a Million of Times. over be-
fore the Vulgar Notion of Myftery
could ever enter into my Head, or any
Paﬁ‘@%e,, in that Book could fuggeft to
me that the Senfe of it was above
Reafon or Enquiry. Near do I find
mz:o'felf “yet inclin’d to envy thofe
who entertain other Thoughts of it;
when all the while they opealy ac-
knowledg jt tobe a Divine Revelatios
But fecing the moft material Difficul-.
ty made fomeby a Friend, is, that
my Ojgi{uqn deftroys the Nature of
FAITH, 1 {hall with all the Brevi-
ty I can deliver my Seatiments con:

cerping this Subje&.

2. ime upon the
,.t-;‘r'ds,i,n-f ‘dtfu éngﬂa
AVOFICE T Juky y
‘Livel v $trong, be
caule. amt! 5.0' much
Fyith ;sz-
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of.-. The wond imports Belief, o¢* Per- Ch. 4.

»as when we give Credit to agy -~
thing which is told us by God or Man;
whence Fuith is properly divided a 0o
Humen and Divine. Again, Divine
Faith js eicher when God fpeaks to us
qumwly himfelf, or when we .a¢-

& the Words or Wntmgsof
thofe to whom . we believe he bas
_ fpokgn All Faith now in-the Werld |
isof this Jaft forg, and by confequence
entirely built upon Ratiocisasian. For
we muft firft he cogyinc'd that thofe
Wrmngs are theirs whofe Names they
bear, we then ¢xpmine the ocutward
Stateand Actions of thofe Perfoos, and
laft]y undertand ‘what is contain’d in
their Works, otherwife we cnnat de-
fermine whether they be worthy of
God or not, much lefs ﬁrmly behevc

: 3 To beoonﬁdent of agy w
without conceiving i, isnoreal
ar Perfwafion, buta rath Prefumptioan,
and an obflinate Prejudice, rathee be-
coming Bathufiafts or Impoftors thag
the taught of Gpé, who has no Ince-
reftcodelude hisCreatures, norwants
:Abdxfy ro -inform them rightly.

provd
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Se. 3. prov’d before, (Sec# 2. Chap. 2.) thde
v~ the Difference between Human - arid
Diwvine Revelations did not confift iit
degrees of Perfpicuity, but in Certi-
tude. So many Circumftances fre:
quently concur in Hiftory as render it
-equal to Intuition : Thus I can'as{oont
deriy my own Being as the Muitder of
~ Cicero, ortheStory of William tbe Con-
gueror ; yet this hapﬁens only fome.
times: But God fpeaks always Truth

and Certainty. -

* §4. Now fince by Revelation Men
are not endu’d with any new Faculties,
it follows that God fhould lofe his end
in fpeaking to them, if what he faid
did not agree with their common Ne-
tions. Could that Perfon juftly value
himfelf "upon being wifer than=his
Neighbours, who having infallible Af:
furance that fomething call’d Blicr
had a Being in Natire, in the'mean
time knew not what this Blicfri was?
And feeing the Cafe ftands really thus,
all Fuith or Perfwafion muft neceffari-
ly confift of two Parts, Knowledg dnd
Affent.” >Tis the laft indeed that con-
fhitutes the formal A& of Faith,butinot
without the Evidence of the firft : And
S this
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thisis the true Account we have of it Ch.4.
all over the New Teffament. There~~~2.
we read that without' Faith it is im- Hebars. | -
polfible to pleafe God; but be thas cometh
to God muft believethat he is, and that
he is a Rewarder of them that diligently.
feek him.  So the firm Perfwalionof a -
pious Man that his Requefts will be *
Franted, is grounded upon his know-

edg of the Being, Goodnefs,and Power.

of God. It was reckon’d no Crime

not to believe in Chrift before he was
reveal’d; for how could they believe ipRomaiong.
him of whoms they had not heard ? But

with what better Reafon could any be
condemn’d for not believing what he

faid, if they might not underftand ic?

for, as farasI can fee, thefe Cafes are
parallel.  Fasth is likewife faid ¢ocome Ver. 17.
by hearing ; bur without Underftand- ’
ing’tis plain this Hearing would fignify
nothing, Words and their Ideas being
reciprocalin all Languages. - -

55. The Author of the Epiftle to

the Hebrews do’s not define FAITH a
Prejudice, Opinion, or Conjeéturg, but
Conviction or Demonftration: Fuaith,

fays. he, is the confident Exped arion of Hebar,
things hop'd for, and tbc.DMraio? '

L K 0
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Se&. 3. of things not feen. Thefclaft Words,
~~v~ things not feen, {ignify not (as fome
would have it) things incomprehen-
fible or unintelligible, but paft or fu-
ture Matters of Fa&t, asthe Creation
of the World, and the Refurre&tion
of the Dead, or the Belief of fome
* things invifible to our corporeal Eyes,
tho intelligible enough to the Eyes of
our Underftanding. This appears by
all the Examples {ubjoin’d to that De-
finition. Befides, there can be. propor-
:yno Faith of things feen or prefent,
or then’tis Self-evidence, and not Ra.
Rom. 8. tiocination : Hope that is feen is mot
" 26325 Hope, for what a Man [ees whydoth he
Jet hope for 2 But if we hope for what we
Jee not, then do we with Patience wast for
Heb. 15. 72, So the Patriarchs recesv’d not the
13 Promifes, but [awthem ifar off, andwere

per/maded of thems. '
56. Without conceiving Faith after
this manner, how could Chriff be
: gh.s. r2. term’dzhe Light of the World, the Light
& 5.5 of the Gentiles ? How could Believers
347 be faid t0 have the Spirit of Wifdom,
Eph.i.17- and' to have the Eyes of their Hearts
Vet 18- enlightn’d? For the Light of the Heart
or Underftanding is the Knowledg of

?
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things; and as this Knowledg is more Ch, 4.
or lefs, fo the Mind is propgionably s~~~
illuminated. Be not unwife} fays the £ph.s.1z.
Apoftlebut underftanding whas the Will '
of the Lordis. And inanother place
he exhorts Mennever to act in dubious .
Matters till they are fully perfwaded inRom.14.5. .
their own Minds : -

57. But toall this will be objetted
that remarkable Inftance of Abrahan’s
Faith, who was ready to facrifice his
only Son, notwithftanding God had
promis’d that Kings fhould defcend of
him, and his Seed be numerous as the
Stars of Heaven, or the Sand upen
the Sea fhore. Did Abraham blindly
obey then, without reconciling the
apparent Contradi€tion betwe<n God’s
prefent Command and his former Pro- .
mifes? Far from it: for ’tis exprefly :
recorded, that be that had receiv’d the H;b.l Lin,
Promifes offer’d up his only begotten, of '3 19
wbom£ waﬁf faid, fbat in iyfaaggz fball tb{;
Seed beble.Jed : * Reafoning that God was
able to raife him again from the Dead,
from whence alfo be had receiv’d him in a
Figure. He rightly concluded that
’ K 2 God

S Aopaiper@- fhould be tranflated.
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God was able to revive Ifasc by a Mi-
racle, as he was miraculoully born,

- accordidpo afother Promife, after his

Ver. 12,

Rom. 4.
19,2052«

Parents were paft having Children,
and fo s good as dead: therefore it is
elfewhere written of Abrabam, that
being mot weak in Faith, he confider’d

not his own Body now dead, when he was

" about an hundred Years old, neither yet

the Deadnefs of Sarah’s Womb ; nor fag-
er’d at God’s Promsife tlmmib Unbelief ;
iﬂt being frong in Faith he gave Glo-
vy toGod, and was. fully perfwaded that
what e had promis’d be was able alfo so
perform, . '
58. Now what is there in all this,
but very ftrit Reafoning from Expe-
rience, from the Poffibility of the
thing, and from the Power, Juftice,
and Immutability of him that pro-
mis’d it ? Norcanany Man fhew me
in all the New Teffament another Sig-
nification of Fasth but 2 moft’ firm
Perfwafion built upon {fubftantial Rea-
fons. In thisSenfe all Chriftianity is
‘not feldom ftjl’d the Faith ; asnow we
‘ufually fay that we are of this or that
PERSWASION, meaning the Pro-

+ feflionof fome Religion, But furely

- nothing
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nothing can better root and eff4blifb Ch. 4.
-our Perfwalion than a thorow Exami- ¢« v~
nation and Trial of what we believe ;
whereas the Weaknefs and Inftability
of our 'Faith prcceed from want of
fufficient Reafons for it, whereupon
Incredulity always follows; then
fails Obedience, which is the conftant -
Sign and Fruit of genuine Faith; and
hence {pring all the Irre ularities of
Mens Lives. He that jg ith I know1 ]ohn 2
him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 46
is a Liar—Bor be that [aith he abideth
in him, ought himfelf alfo to watk as be
walk’d. Nor can it poflibly fall out
otherwife, but that he who believes
without underftanding muft be ¢of
and carrid about with every Wind of pr 414
Doctrine, by the Slight and Cunning of
Men ready to deceive,

59. Tho the Authority of the New
Teftament be fo clear in this Matter,
yet I {hall further confirmit by the fol-
lowingObfervations, Firft, i Fuaith
were not a Per[wafion refs ultz@ om the
previows K powledg and Comprehenfion of
the thing belzw’d there could be no De-
grees nor therenm init; for thefeare
evident Tokens that Men know more

e K3 or
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Sc&. 3.or lefs of a thing, as they have De--
v~/ fires or Opportunitiesto learnit. But

that there are fuch Degrees appears by

the Scripture, where thofe that have

only an imperfe€t and perfunttory

_ Knowledg of Religion are compar’d

1 Cor.3.2.t0 Infants who feed only upon Milk;

but they who arrive at a more full

and accurate Certainty are liken’d to

Heb.s. 12,grown  Men-that can digeft ftronger
'3 14 Food.

6o. My next Obfervation is, That
the Subject of Faith muft be intelligible
to all, fince the Belief thereof is com-

“manded under no lefs a Penalty than

Mark 16. Damnation : . He that believeth not,
16.  fhall be damn’d. But fhall any be
damn’d for the Non-performance of
Impoffibilities ? Obligationsto believe

do therefore fuppofe a Poffibility to
‘underftand. I fhew’d bcfore that

- Contradiition and Nothing were con-
vertible Terms ; and I may now fay

as much of Mjffery in the Theological

Senfe: for, to fpeak freely, Contrs-
diction and Myftery are but two empha-

tick ways of faying Nothing. Com-.
tradiction exprefles Nothing by a cou-

ple of Ideas that deftroy one another,

‘ and
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"and Myftery expreffes Nothing by Ch. 4.
Words that have no Ideas at all, . (V)

61. Thethird Obfervation fhallbe,
That if any pare of Scripture were unin-
velligible, 1t conld never be rightly tran-
Slated, except the Sound of the Words,
and not their Senfe, be look’d upon as
the Revelation.of God. Terms can
by no meansbe underftood, unlefs the
things they denote b¢ underftood alfo.
I may well underftand Things with-
 out their Names, but never Names
without knowing their Subjeéts. And,
in good earneft, to what fort of Affu-
rance .can any Man pretend, that he
has madea right Verfion of what he
openly profefles not to conceive? It
cannot be imagin’d howmuch the No-
tion of Mjyffery contributes to the Ob--
fcurity of Seriptare in moft- Traufla:
tions. When an able Linguiit meets
with a difficulc Paflage, he prefently
takes it for a Mjyffery, and concludes it
is to no purpofe to be at more Pains
about what 1s. init felf inexplicable.
But an uncapafle Tranflator lays his
own blundering Nonfenfe, and all the
myfterious Fruits of his Ignorance to

God Almigiky’s Charge. Thele are

K¢ . the
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Se&t. 3.the Wretches who plentifully furnifh

[ Ve

the Atheifticaland Profane withall the
‘Matter of their Objetions againft
Scripture.  But I hope in Time we
may fee a Remedy to thefe Difor-
ders. .
62. ThefourthObfervationis, That

‘except Faith fignifies an inteBigible Per-

Jwafion, we cannot give others & Reafon

1Pet.3.15.0f - our Hope, as Peter direCts us. To

fay that what we believe is the Word
of God, will be to no end, except we
prove it to be fo by Reafon ; and I
need not add, that it we may not ex-
amine and underftand our Fuith, eve-
ry Man will be oblig’d_implicitely to
continue of that Religion wherein he
is firft educated. Suppofe a Siemefe -
* Talapoin fhould tell a Chriftian Prea-
cher that + Sommonocodom forbad the
Goodnefs of his Religion to be tri’d
by the Light of Reafon; how could
the Chriftian confute him, if he like.
wife fhould maintain that certain
Pointsof Chriftianity wereabove Rea-
fon? The Queftion wguld not be then, .

- ' ' whe-

*(')rPriqﬂ.. - e

t Tk Gofqu'tl_?e Si 4 efes.
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whether Myferies might be allow’d ir Ch. 4.
the true Religion, but who had more v~ v\
Right to inftitute them, Chrif or Som-
monocodom ? B

63. My laft Obfervation fhall be,
That esther the Apoftles could not write
more intelligibly of the reputed Mysteries,
or they would mot. If they would not,
then ’tis no langer our Fault if we nei-
ther underftand nor believe them,” for
nothing cannot be the Object of Be-
lief: "And if they could not write
more clearly themfelves ( which our
Adverfaries will not fuppofe) they
were {o much the lefstoexpe& Credit
from others. -

64. But’tis affirm’d, that GOD has
a Right to require the Affent of his Creas
tures to what they cannot comprehend :
and’ queftionlefs, -he may command
whatever is juft and reafonable, for to
a& Tyrannically do’s only become the
Dewil. ° But I demand to what end
£hould God require us to believe what
we- cannot underftand ? To exercife,
fome fay, omr Diligence. But this at
- firft fight looks ‘ridiculous, as if the
-plain Duties of the Gofpe/, and our ne-
~ ceflary Occupations, were not fufficient

1Q
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Set. 3. toemploy all our time.  But how. ¢x-
v~ ercife our Diligence ? Is it poffible for

~ us to underftand thofe Myferies at laft,
ornot? Ifit be, thenall Icontend for
isgain’d ; for I never pretended that
. the Gofpel could be underftood without
due Pains and Application, no more
than any other Book. Butif it beims
poffible after all to underftand them,
this is fuch a piece of Folly and Imper-
tinence as no fober Man would be guil-
ty of, topuzzle Peoples Heads with
what they could never conceive, to ex-
hort to, and command the Study of
them ; and all this to keep ’em from
Idlenefs, when they can {carce find
leifure enough for what is on.all hands
- granted to be intelligible. x
. 65, Others fay that GOD has en-
join’d the belief of MYSTE RIES te
make us move humble. ' But how ? By
letting us fec the {mall Extent of our
Knowledg. But this. extradrdi
Method is quite needlefs, for Expers
ence acquaints us with that every day;
and I haye fpent a whole Chapter in
the fecond Section of this Book, to
prove that we have not an adequate
Idea of -all the Properties, and no Idelf
of
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of the real Effence of any SubftanceCh. 4.
in the World. It had been a muchv vy -
better Anfwer, that God would thus o
abridg our Speculations, to gain us the :
more time for the pra&ice of what we
‘underftand. But many cover & Mul-

titudeof Sins by their Noife and Heat

on the behalf of fuch foolifh, and un- .

profitable Speculations.

- 66. From all thefe Obfervations,

and what went before, it evidently fol-

lowsthat Faith is fo far from being an

implicite Affent to any thing above

Reafon, that this Notion diretly con-

tradits the Ends of Religion, the Na-

ture of Man, and the Goodnefs and
~Wifdom of God. But at this rate,

fome will ‘be apt to fay, Faith is no

longer Faith but Knowledg, 1anfwer,

that if K#owledg betaken fora prefent

and immediate View of things, I have
-no where affirm’d any thing like it,

but the contrary in many Places.. Bu¢
-if by Knowledg be meant underftand-

ing what is believ’d, then I ftand by

it that Faith is Kpowledg : 1 have all

along maintain’d it, and the very

Wordsare promifcuoufly us’d for one

another in the Gofpel.  We kuow, i. c.

we
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Se&t. 3. we believe, that this is indeed the Chriff, -
A the Saviour of the World. I know, and
Johg43- am perfiwaded by the Lord Jefus that
Ron14- there is nothing unclean of it felf. Tou .
Y%or. 15.know that your Labour is not in vain in

s8.

the Lord. ,

67. Others will fay that this Noti-
onof Faith makes Revelation ufelefs.
But, pray, how fo? for the Queftion
is not, whether we could difcover all .
the Obje&s of our Feizh by Ratiocina- -
tion: 1have prav’d onthe contrary,

" thatno Matter of Fa& can be known

without Rewelation. But I affert,

- that what is once reveal’ld we muft as |

well underftand asany other Matterin |
the World, Rewelationbeing only of
ufe to inform us whilft the Evidence
of its Subje¢t perfwades us. . Then,
reply they, Resfon is of more Dignity
than Revelation. 1 anfwer, Juft as

-much as a Greek Grammar is fuperiour

to the New Teftament ; for we make
ufe of Grammar wo underftand the Lan-
guage, and of Reafon to comprehend
the Senfe of that Book. But in a
word, I fee no need of Comparifons
in this Cafe, for Resfenis not lefs from
God than Revelation ; *tigthe Candle, °
the

l

V4
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the Guide, the Judg he has lodg’d Ch, 4,
within every Manthatcomethintothis L~
World. )
- 68. Laftly,It may be objefted, That
the Poor and Illiterate cannot have
fuch a Faith as I maintain. Truly if
this can be made out, it may pafs for
a greater Mystery than any Syftem of
- Divinity in Chriftendom can aﬂﬁrd: for
‘what can feem more ftrange and won-
derful, than that the common People’
will fooner believe what is unintelligi-
ble, incomprehenfible, and above their
Reafons, than what is eafy, plain, and
futed to their Capacities? But the Vul-
gar ,are more oblig’d to Christ, who
hada better Opinion of them than thefe
Men; for he preach’d his Gofpel to
them ina f{pecial manner ; and they,
* on the. other hand, heard him gladly 5 wark 1a..
becaufe, no doubt, they underftood 37.
his Inftrutions better than the msyffe-
riows LeQures of their Priefts and
Scribes. * 'The uncorrupted Dotrines
of Chriftianity are not above their
" Reachor Comprehenfion, but the Gib-
berith of your Disvinity Schools the
underftand not, It is to them zke
Language of the Béaff, and is incon.
',...,.. . : .ﬁﬂcnt

.8
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Se&. 3. fiftent with their Condition in his
AN World, when their very Teachers

muft ferve above an Apprenticefhip -

tomafter it, before they begin the Stu-

dy of the Bible. How flowly muft

the Gojpel have mov’d at the Begin-

ning, if fuch as were call’d to preach
it had been oblig’d to qualify them-

felves after this manner! and no won-

der that it has fuch little Effe&ts now

upon Mens Lives, after it is fo mife-

rably deform’d and almoft ruin’d by
- thofe unintelligible and extravagant
Terms, Notions, and Rites of Pagan
- or Jews/b Original.

. 69. ThusThavediftin&ly anfwer'd
the feveral Objetions made to me,
and I fhall add no moreon this Subje&
of Faith, when I have confiderd a
Paflage in the firft Epiftle tb Perer,
where it is written, that the Angels de-
fire to fee into certain things; yet thofe
things are not inconceivable M)yfferies,
but the Coming of Chris? and zhe Go-
Jpel-fase of Salvation, which were di-
vinely foretold to the Fews, and con-
cerning which they carefully reafon’d
then ; tho, now thofe things are ful-
fil’d, we arenot permitted that Liber-

ty.
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ty. Receiving the end of your Faith,Ch. 4.
fZ /s Peter, the Salvation of your Souls ; ~ro
of which Salvation the Prophets have y per, 1.
enquir’a and diligently [earch’d, who pro~ 9—1a.
phefi'd of the Grace that (bould come un-
to you 5 [earching what or what manner
" of time the Spirit of Christ, whichwas
in them. did_[ignify, when it teftify'd be-
fore-hand the Sufferings of Christ, and .
. the Glory that (bould follow : Unto whom
it was revesl’d, that mot umto them-
febves, bat anto us, they did minifter
the things which are mow reported unto
. Jou by them that have preach’d unto you

by the Holy Ghoft [ent down from Hea-

ven, which. things the Angels defire to
_ look into. Now here’s no great My-
" fteryin all this, that the Angels, who
being finite Creatures, can know no-
thing but by Experience, Ratiocina-
tion, or Revelation, fhould be as cu-
rious as the Fews, to penetrate into
thofe future Events of fuch Impor-
tance, and fo very obfcurely revealed.

" CHAP.
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Se. 3, .
AN

CHAP. V.

Objections, drawn from the (an--
fideration of MIRACLES,
anfwerd.

0. X X T Hen all other fhifts prove
ineffe@ual, the Partizans

" of MYSTERT fly to MIRACLES as

their laft Refuge: but this istoo weak
a Place to make any long Refiftance,
and we doubt not of gbcating ’em
quickly thence with Eafe and Safety.
But feeing, for the moft part, the State
of this Controverfy is never diftinétly
laid, I fhall firft endeavour to givea
clear Notion of the Nature of Mj-
racles, and then leave it to be confi-
.der’d whether I have much reafon to
apprehend any Danger from this Ob-

‘je€tion. A4 MIR A€ LE then is

Jome aition exceeding all humane Power,

and which the Laws of NATURE
cannot perform by their ordinary Opera-
tions, : '

. 71. Now
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. 71.-Now whatever.is contfary toCh, s, -
Redfon can be no Miracle, for. it has w~~v
been fufficiently prov’d already, that
" Contradiction is.onlyanother wordfor
Impoffible or Norhing. The mirscus:
lows A&ion: therefore muft be-fome
thing in it felf intelligibleand pofible, :
tho the manner of doing it ‘be.extra-:
ordinary. - ‘So-for a Man to walk fafe -
in the midft of Fire is conceivable; and .
poffible too, fhouldany: thingicapable:
_ of ‘repelling the ' Heat and Flames fur--
round him': but when fuch a Secarity .
is-not provided by. Art or Chance;; but.
is: the immediate Effeét of fupemnatu-:
ral Power, thea ‘it: makes a Miracless
Au;:able Phyfidan do’s fomevimes re-}
ftore Sight to tlie'Blind ; and a Hand’
or Foot muft:dry up, when:the. Cir-
culation of theBleod and Humburs:is:
too much excluded from it::ibiecif
without the ofdinary Time-and Ap-.
plications thofoerMémbers be cird:im
an Joftant, at-tire.’Command. or De-!
fire of any Perfba, fuch an Adflonis
truly miraculoss, as well as the fudden’
Reftoration of -afick: Body to.Health,:
* which Arg @r(Nagiwe: moftdpend.a
great- deal of SPisnaend Edinsdrpon; .-
by L 72. No
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e®. 2. 72. -No-Mirask then is coateary to
S&i Realan, for the A&oa mult be izz:ﬂi-'
gible, ard the Performance of it ap-
pear moft cafy tothe Author of Ne-
ture, who may comtndnd all its Prin-
ciples at his Pleafure, . - Therefore all
thofe :Miracles are fi@kitious, whereid
thereoccur ;x;y Cont'x}r]adi&ions, as that

Chrift 'was boin. without apening an
Paﬂ';#ge' out of the Virgi»’sBod;'n;g tha{*
a-Head fpoke fome-Days after it was
fevei’d frem the Body,antt the Tongue
cut out ;- with Multwudes of this kind
that may be met-withainoeg the Pe
pifts,~the Jews, the Bromixs, the Ma-
hometans, and inall: Places where the
Credulity- of the Peoplé makes ’em.&
Merthandize to their-Priefts. . : .. 7
73 Let us acyt confider, thas God
is mot for prodigal of : Meracles, as to
work-any at randemi.:. The Qrder of
Nature is-not alter’d, ftopp’d, or for-
warded, unlefs for fome weighty De-
fign becoming the Disrine Wifdom and
Majefty:- - And,indeed, we learn from
Scripture and Reaom, that no Miracle
is-ever'wrought witheut fome fpecial
and important End, which is either ap-
poistsd by thofsfor !MNME-
el e
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¢le is made, or Mtéided and dectird Ch 5.
by hirt that works it: 1f the Appfilet s
had barely cur’d the blind, the dezf}
thelante, thediftay'd, this would cec.
tatnly procure *én’ an -éxtraordinary
Bfteemn; and it fome Pldces too Divine
VVOrﬂiip’, as frhdpperd to 0 Baitand
Barndbas dr Ljflys, When they had am 14
cu’d 2 horh Gripple withiont ény fa- 11, &c:
ther Citcumftinee; Bit this wasonly
a Mty to gaid the A’tﬁ;ﬁt’lonof thel)é ’
Idolatets to th’é Plaftrine they Wert
aboutttrprcachm their Cityt. * Noris
there:any "Mitith: fhiehtioned id thé
Ao Teftament, Dt what ferv’d to
edtlfirm’ the Au‘thi‘ﬁ-y of thoft that
Wwrodghit it, to” procird - Attention’ €6
the D6ttines of the gv/' ef, of for tlié
lite wife and reafona pofes.
74. By this Raule:the ccicH*dtéd
Peard of Goblins atid Pairtes,of Wiithes,
of Ca»jurm and ail'tHe Heathen Pro.
‘itift Be adtodiited” fitirichs,
wdle; arid fupertitlous Fabl¥s; for in
aﬂ t‘heﬁ: thcre Isrdarsnd Find- defer-
nga Chadge la‘f sture. Befidesthey
ey contrwie‘t o Fdiea; F Gw
aﬁd que fubvert fls Provideisee: Dic
aboﬁc'a'f r}eli:ﬁ!b%s;qui& Hefeby re-
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Se&t. 3. ceive equal Confirmation with Divine
.~v~ Revelation, Miracles being perform’d
infavour of both. Nay, the VVon-
dersof the Devil and his Agents would
infinitely exceed in-Number and Qua-
lity thofeof God, and his Setvants:
which Affertion muft hold true, were

no Stories believ’d but the beft attefted
- inevery County of England, tofpeak
nathing of more credulous Nations;
forit is very ohfervable, that the more
~ ignorant and. barbarous any. People re-
" mdin, you fhall find ’em maft abound
with Tales of this nature, and ffandin
far greater Aw, of..Satan than Febo-
vab, Ina word,the Heathens,after this
rate, would be rivetted in their. Jdok-
_Avé&nd theuglieff Hag or moftbeggarly
Altrologer equalize the Prophets and
Apoftles.But why fhould goodR eafons
be'fpent in Confutation of mere Fi&ti
‘ons? for I challengeany Perfon what-
foeverto produce ope Inftance of thefe
lying VVonders. 0{1131 contains. all.the
true. Chara&ers..of . Hiftorical. Evi-
dence ; and withal ] dare engage as
foon to prove.the.Gaodnefs of the 4.-
coran.as of the Gojpel, if the Beljef of
any Miracles; except Divine ones, be
granted me. But ghey muft draw fome
: Advan-
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Advintage from the fuperftitious Fear'Ch. ¢.’
of theiPeople;who foinduftrioufly che- <~
fifh it - ;o T
" 'me. After what has been already
ob?crv’d, I need not'add, thatall M;-

#atles- fecretly perform’d, or'among
that Paity only to whofe Profit and
Advantage the 'Belief of them turns,’
muft ! bé réjefted as’counterfeit and:
falfe ; ‘foras fuch canrot bear the Teft’
 of mortl Certitude, {othey contradict’
the very - Defign of ‘Miracles, “which
are-always wrought in favour-of the’
Unbelieving. - But the Papsfts-alane:
muft ‘be the V Vitfefles of their own:
Miratles, and never the’ Herericks they
wolilld “convert bythem : nors ther”
Prattice 'lefs fidiculois in confirming’
oiié” Miracle by -anerler, as thac of
Tranfubflantiation by feveral more, -+
"6, From all thiis: laid together, it
fows, that nothing contrary-to Reé4lt
fon, - whether you confider the A&tiomn;
or Defign, is miraculows” ' Bt theré’s*
a good old Diftinétion” that ferves all
turns’ Tho Miracles are riot contrary' té;
Reafon, faysone, yet théy are ﬁjjre%‘ a
bove if: - In What Senfe pray ?* WhicH’
is ‘above Reafon;: the“Thing; or the'
Muir of it? If it beanfwer’d, the
L3 laft,
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Sedl. 3.l1aft, I fuppofc the Objector thiaks I
vV mean by Miracle fome Philofophseal

Expcnmmt, or fome Pbemem that
furprizes only by s Rarity. Could I
tell how a Mirasle was wrought, I be-
licve I might do as much my felf ; but
what may be faid to have been thnor
that way perform’d, is no Miracle-at
all. It fuffices therefore, that the Tryth
of the A&tion be demonftrated, and
the Poflibiiity of it, to any Baagablc
to govern Nature by inftantancoutly
extraling, mallifying, mixing, infu:
fing, confohdanng Ge. and this, it
may be, by the Mioiftry of thou-
fands at once; for Miracles 3re pro-
uc'd ao:grodmg todtll:hvss of Na-
tur;,tbo veirs ordigary Operatiops,
which are tha'cforc fupcroau-auy
affifted. finally, llbcfa b
7. But y, Wi ld that
len State of the at :hcﬁp—
mmgof my: maintain’d the
as  Thing was ex-
plicable.. Butof ? of Mirgelas?
2];) {urcly ; but of Daﬂ'nm in
rfirmationw th(aarc
Wronght. Tlm ftill,
may add, hops, .

. B
Y
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prev’d.it too : Butito fay as much of Ch.: 6.
Miracles wonld be t0 make’em no Mi- v

-racles, which fhews the Weaknefs, and
Imp‘ertincnc_e pf this Obje&ion.- e

>

E [

CHAP VI

WYJM wby, and by whoin, i»m W

.8 TE‘&IES’ érotgbt inte sz;ﬁm-

mt]. s
. -
\7'8 ‘ HE Eﬂdof tbo L#"’ b2- Rom.10.4.
‘émg . Righteonfnefs, JEBUS "
_CHRIST came v so deftraydur to fulfil Mac. s.17.
i : for he fully and clearly préach’d the
-pureft Moralks; he taught thae reafoii-
able Worﬂup, and thofe jufk: Cotwep-
tions of Heavenand Heaventy Things,
which wese more: obfcurely - Ggnifitd
or defiyn’d by the Legal Obfervations.
So having fripp'd the Truthof -l
:thofe exmrnal Types and Ceremonits
-which madg it ﬂnﬂg It Before; ho ren-
dor’d it eafy and:dbvious to the tiedn-
reft Capacities.. - His DifciplesandPol-
Jowers kept to this Simplicicy for fore
conﬁdemhk tiiw, tho very . edrly-di-
L 4 vers

A e
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Set. 3.vers Abufes began to get footing a-
v mongft them.  The converted Fews,
who continu’d mighty fond of ther
Leviticel Rites and Feafts, would wil-
lingly retain them, and be Chriftians
too. Thuswhatatthe beginning was
but only tolerated in weaker Brethren,
became afterwards a part of Chriftis
-wity it felf, underthe Pretence of Ape-

Polick Prefeription or Tradition.
* -99. But this was nothing compar’d
to the Injury done to Religion by the
Gentiles ; who, as they were profely-
ted in greater Numbers thantheews,
fo the. Abufes they ingroduc’d were of
«i.. . more dangerous and univerfal Influ-
.ence. - They were not a little fcanda-
Jiz?d . at the plain Drefs.of the Gofpe/,
with the wonderful - Facility of - the
.Do&ines- it contain’d, haying been
:accuftomed all their Lives to the pom-
.pous Worfhip and fecret Myfferses of
{Deities without Number. .. The Chri-
Sriens ontheother hand were careful to
remove.all: Obftacles lying in the way
-f _the Gentides. ..They thonght the
moft cffeftual: way: of :gaining them
-over to theis fide was by sompannding
the Master,  which Jed then tounwar-
i o Fantg:
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.vantable Compliances, till at length Ch. 6.
-they-likewife fet up for Myfferies. Yot VN
not-having the leaft Precedent for any
‘Ceremontes fromy the Gafpel; excepting
-qufm and the S«pper,.they ftrangely

is’d and:transform’d thefe by ad-
ﬂmg.w them the Pagan My ftick-Rites.
-They.adminiftr’d them with the fri&-
-eft Secrecy ; and,.to be inferiour b
teheir Adverfanes .in'no Circumftance,
they permitted none to affift at them
~butfuch as were.antecedently pr
‘Of $itisted. - And-to infpiret eir 04-
_fechamens with moft ardeat Defires of
-Participation, they gave out that what
wasfo induftriouflydid were ¥ rremed-
-dose.and unutierable Myfferies, . -

. Box ThusdeftSimplicity, the nobleft
ﬂmwienu of. the Trath, . thould -ex-
.pofeiergtheContemprof Unbelievers,
Gbriftisnity was putupon an equal Le-

. vel: withithe Myﬂmesof Ceres, or the
~(hrgsesrof Barews..: Foolifh and mif-
-taken..Gare! asiifi the moft i im
Superftitions could be fantifi'd by the
Nameof Chrif. ... Bnt fuch is alwaysthe
Frait of prudentlal md condefcendmg
Dous nereng el Tl'rm:

- S‘ax‘m, dmpinra gwdaao
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Se&t. 3. Ferms of Converfion in: RELIGION,
- &y~ whiereby the Number. and vot the Since-

rity of Profeffors is mainly intended... :
81. When once the Phhjzbas
thought it their Intereft toturn Chrjfi-
ans, Matters grew every Day.worfe
and warfe ; for they not only retain'd
.the Air, the Genius; and fometimes the
Garb of their feveral SeQs, butmoft
.of their erroneous Opinions too. And
.while they pretended to imploy thex
Philofophy in Defence of Chriftianis,
they foconfounded them togetherghat
what. before was phin to every-tne,
didnow becomeintelligible only tothe
Y.earned, who made it ftill lefs evident
by their litigious Difputes, andwain
Subtilties. . We muft not forgetdhat
the Philofsphers: were for makasg 1o
meaner a Figure among the Cbriffions
- than they did formerly among the
-Heathens ; sbut this was whav dhey
-could not - poffibly effel, witheut
-rendeing - every - thing . abftrufe by
‘Terms. or otherwife, and fo making
-shemfelves fole Mafters of the Inter-
Fmtm Sonres o BT AR
«.«8e, Thefe Abufes became almoft
incurable, -when the- fupreme l\ggi-
- BLTECy eae Le I tc



Chriftianity not Myflerioss, 5%
ftratedid openly countenapce the Chri- Ch.s.”
Fsem Religion. .- Multitudes thep pro. W' V™
g{s{d themfelves of the Bmperor's
,psfwaﬁon, Qily 2o make thesr Coure,

wd thein Fantanes by it, of g0 pre-
ﬁﬂve tboﬁ Plages and Preforments wheres
o they were sjroady poffels’d. - Thefe
eontinn’d Pagans in their Hearts ; and
* it. may he eafily imagin’d that they
cari’d .all. their old - Prejudices
aloog wish them .igta 8 Religion
which thay pusely embrec’d -out of
Bolitick ' Confiderations : . And. fo it
eenftantly happens, ‘whenthe Confois

cnge »is. fore’d ang not per{wasled,
whvab was a; whﬂc after the Cafe of
shefs Heathemt, -

#3. The zealous Empcrors ere&ed
ﬁatel Churches, and converted the
Heathen Temples, San&uaries, Fanes

Ch 3. (3 A
:Eu appe.b mbﬂ,l af Qé:‘eﬁlm

cm ﬁ;%npf t:Cr.oﬁ n then,l,to
¢ thei 1on to Ch

gexh E;de;mo;{s, with tbe Beueﬁees
the Priefts, Flamens Aagars, and '
the whole facred-Tribe, wiote2

pnptqd 10 the Chriftiaw &'W
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Seqt. 3:their very Habits, *-as white Linen
W\l Stoles, Mitres, and the like, weretes.

tain’d'to brmg thofe, as was pretended;
toanimperceptible Lhange whocosld
not be reconciled-to the Cbrg/}ua Sim.
plicity and Poverty. But indeed the
Defign at bottom was to introduce the
Riches, Pomp, and Dignities of thé
Clergy which immediately fucceeded. -
- 84. Things being in this Condition,
and the Ritesof Baprifm and the Sup-
per being very fenfibly augmented, it
will not be amifs before I pafs further
to lay down a fhort Patallel of the
antient'Hedthenand new-coin’d Chri
ftian sMyfferies. -And I' fhall endea-
vour fo to do 1t, as to make it evident

“' JA . . L . ..:_:..;." they
. : RN

* —-—--—-—-Non dxfcolor ulli

Ante aras culths ; velantur oorporaimn
Et: Pelufiaco przﬁxlget ﬁamme vereex. - Sil. Il

lib, 3. w23
atba decet Ce"tlrem vcﬂ.is Ce:eahbm albam,
. Sumire ————  Duid- K1 g, V. 6r9

¢ Color autem Albus pracipue dcetms Dep eft, tum
n cztcns, tummaxxmcm Tcxnh th.l 2.de L$

ch ﬁ‘cu'r(om won “Ms}r? cgﬂ?&d 31 Ty Ks-

¥0le w Otihs.
Lﬁlgén faginne Calvi, fiftratag; 'l'urlba Martial:
o 120 Ep. 29,
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they. were-one. in Nature;. J{ewevcr Ch:: 6,

erent in themwr Subjefls, - - V\po

. 8s. Firfty; Their Terms were ex-
a,&l y the famg withoutany. ‘Alterations
Thzy bOth Jmade ufe of -the. wordsMw
initiating.and_ perfecing. . They both T,w":’,’,
call’d thCM-' MTSI ERIES Myéﬂ Te- Muna‘af,
lesofeis, Telviotika, Epopseias,fac. . They T"‘“"““.
both look’d upon Initiation as a kdewmuu.
of deifying, -And they both flild their Oteas.
fneﬁss‘ ﬂagagae, Myfis Bes, " Hierotele, Digroe-
tes Co - - ) ¢ .

86.. Secoad@, The Prepatatwes ta
their Initiations were the ame. - The
Gentiles us'd Several * Wafhiggs and
Lufirations;. they + faﬁed an(ilkﬂ ab(i KaSugudse

-,

‘4_ ATV L ’- i ..'.

*Saccx'dds“mpam ‘me réligiofa: cohoree deducit
ad proximas balgess, & prids fu ueto favgctp traditum,
prafatus Deim vcnum, puriffimg. clrcumrorans ah-
luit. Apxl. )

Hzc fan&eé uc pofcas, Tiberino i m gurgice mergis

Mane aput bis terque, & notem Flumine purgas.
. v = = o Perf Sabeavers.

Ter mput u'rom, ter tolllt in zthera palmas.

Ovid. Faff. I, 4. v. 315,

T a!iSn}u. Euvmim pustiersy  Briswuoa
oy & swnsevang 8ic. Clem.Alex. pag.13. Arnob.lib.s.

|| Vos q abefle procul)ubeo difcedice ab aris,

Quels ol guudm noﬂc Yewius, Fibull.2.

B H’"S’C)f 1’@ lc\'ll

Caﬂa placenbﬁl]idrlo, puira cum mvmm;wm

Et masftmypuéris famite foncsaqnt - Thd.
Tl ek SRTTRAST T -4—', W ST WQ 3
. e 3 .44-‘1»4& ) M- q\m ) \""\ﬂ‘
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Se&. 7. Rain’d froms' Women before Initiation )
A< tho the wifer fert did laigh at thofe

who thouglit fuch Altions conld * ex.
piate Sin; or appeafe Héaven: °But the
. Pathers, the 2dmiv’d Fethers, imitared
them in all thefe things ; and this was
the Origio of Abftinerice from certain
kinds of Mese, of your mock Anmver
fary Fafts, #iid the Clétical Eeli
87. Tbxrdb, The Chriffiens kept
-'-tzelr gfrd/ial;w as fé;rcez a9. the Fea
thens did theirs. fays,
We [bat 1Bt Doors when w?{ﬂ” A
Myfieries; ahd éxclade the fhinnml
| Bafitof Ceferea aflures us, - thur the
- Eftcemn of Myfleries is pre ofert’d only by
Silemee. And (¥) Synefims fays, that
the Gentile Myfteries were prf‘n- by
Night; becafe their Venerssion
from Mens Igtomm about them.
I why

*Onncqcﬁs, auﬁm
00#, Bl L 20 v 35
cnnm

Flumines tolli pocaess aque! Zdem ik v
t M -'s wm?&m,gg

Q“) m-hm m'm!"r.‘ M.,..




Chriftianity not Mj/htiouc.: t$9
whyfhould that deferve Blameé ig o-Ch. "6,
thers; good Syrefiws; which youa}}owvvv
in.your ows Party ? orisit that she
Ghrifiianshavea betser Righuo W@-
riesthan the Genriles? ,

88 Fourrhy, The Fathers wtrccx-
teeamly cautions:rot co fpeale intellia
gibly of theie. Myterves  before: Unbe.
hievery, or-the. Catechum;x: whu\g

u frequently et in their Writio
~ ﬁefe (};“ “the like Bxpreffions;
%&i‘ba Fwitsused: hnvw, the Initiessd m-
dviffaod what'l ay: - And as thé Fies
phws @id by Proclarmation + déjve 2
way all the Profane from their Myffe-
ries, fo the Deacons of the Primitive
Church cn’a'affaud before the Celeb;ia-
tiee of Bapsifm, bue chiefly~of the
.S'up}er, | Go out " all. you Cataﬁam:,

wikke ous all that ave not
fornething tothis ER&, for théy oft‘eﬁ
vari’d the Form. de of Jerufeins.
bas 2 very ﬁngmlar Paﬂ‘agetuom*gur-

- - RSy

e 3%

*Norunumtm Augcﬁ mlmsﬁnn'bnb M
ok uespaangudror 7 Malpeyors cl#y&ﬁom.mefv




o Chriftianity not Myflerions.”
sed. 3.pofe, * Now when catechifing is vew
W\;J pb:m ’d, if a Catechumen [bould ask yos;

swhat the Teachers [aid; telk it by no means
t0 amy that is not initiated : for we emn
truft you with a Myitery, and .the bupe:
of the lze tocome. Kprep this Mystery
thew:to him thas rewardeth ; and if -amy:
Jboicdd [(ay. amto you, What harm is ity
:fhlolemu ? Anfwer bim, that fo
Perfons defire Wine - Butif it be given
to any unfe abb §2 makes bm Sfrem:
tick, . Md ‘twa Efam(.c«bap en ; both s

Jick Mas is deﬁroy dgand: tbe Phyficies.
i %mtg’d Tlms 1]' & Casechumem,

s T : lmr.t
. ,,,.;.(. R et

RS S

R 2L

. ’*'O’n 'uxfw g ypons Asf)f-nu, ey v uwx#l-

yos & c'rawu X lgm(g,wr or- N Trav7es, m.h

e $Ba - MukHesor we avr magadYyer, & du&

m‘;m_;mm Tignow ﬂ-:i'ﬁw:wov -m 4
47 s &, D nm uvu. ua&l

M o Z?Ju‘iﬁc m‘%:zr Lrriav, “Arne u):mpl

x 7y :_L, Mo vang ;m-nu,

. X4 8 inTovs DefBLANsTas. 0070"

o a7 s(uwx, urnuo‘n :uga, sy, %0 xam) pueros

ppsrmd” ix idv 3de T nsoy, x) myxu 7 orgn‘yal-

,_‘;ammmifarﬁ Myhamr ;% meds ds RN
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beays thofethings from any of the Fairh- Ch, 6.
fuldy be grows likewife frantitk ; for #ot AP
swder flanding what he beard, he argues

ainff the thing; andlaughs at what is
6id : [0 the Believer that told it him is
condemn’d as & Betrayer of Secrets. Now
Yyou being one of us, feethat you blabout
wothing : not thas what we [ay are not
worthy to be [poken, but that others aré
mot worthy to bear them. When you
swere 4 Catechumen yoar [elf, we mever
told yos whas was propos’d.  But when
birve learnt by experience the Subli-
mityof thofe things which are taught,
you will then be comvinc’d that the 'Cgam
clmsmm ‘”b unworthy to hear them.

9. Fifthly, The Steps and Degrees
in both theirblnitiationgzre thlzef%mc.
The Heathens had * five Degrees ne-

. ceflary to Perfe@ion.  Firft, common
Purgation; Secondly, more private
Purgasion; Thirdly, alibersy of fand:
ing 4 the Initiated ; Fourthly,
- Imstiasion ; and, Laftly, the Righs of
feeing every :b:{f, or being Epoprs,

- ' o Among

it

* 'Ry i Bsehissysrmousy &1 maydVuos xg dapousy
&‘hg‘lﬂ"m i gmppyriingg, pars' Tal7es op-
b, % 6B’ Tl Tass pigus, v Waw & imerniiss
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Chriftianity not Myfterions.

Se&. 3. Among the Chriffians likewife-therd
¥~ were five Steps by which their Peni-

Tgoxray-

Axggans.

‘“Troare-

o1,

SUauares

teats were re-admitted to

pion. Firft they were obli?’dt&:c-
main fome Years feparate from. the
Congregation lementing their . Sing
whence this Step was call’d Prosbdugys:
Secondly, they were remov’d. nkdrer
the People, where during three.Yesys
they might hear thePriefts, tho nat fee
them: this Step was therefore calPd
Acroafis.  Tlirdly, for three-Years
mare they mighe hearand fee; hutnos
mix with the Congregdtion : this Re-
riod :was cal’d Hypaprofis. Fotiehlyy
they might ftand Wich the Peopley bt
notreceive the Sdcraments : hisq®as
their Syffafis. - . And,. Fifthly,: :alay

" were admitted fo"Communiom {vbit

Médti.

was call’d Methexss.-- Fhe aaw, Goe
verts likewife, utider Preparation:-®
participate of the: Myfteries;..ware
fiPd  Catechumend 3’ then compesen 3
wd, Lbly, Epppes, perfedd, m—&g

wvers: whrch are.the v

- Nameand Quality, tawhich Pﬁ;»g*

' R e aand

BE ok UL TY
< N 13
-
H 4
wi

. go. Icould draw out thiSPagl.kJ
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bow Chriftiamity becamse mysterioys, and Ch. 6.,
how fo divine an Inflitution did;“~~
through the Craft and Ambition of
Priefts and Philofophers; degenerate ifi-
to meer Paganifm. o
9L _Mﬁny prevail’d very little in
the firft Hundred or Centtiryof Years
after Chrif¥; biit inthe fecond and
third it began to eftablifhit felf by
Ceremonies. To Baptifm were thenad-
ded the tafting of Milk and * Horey;

4 Adointing, the Sign of the Crofs,
a white Garment, ¢c. There was
quickly afcer 4 farther Acceffion of
Queftiond and Anf{wers, of antece-
derit Faftings and Watchings; Kiffing;
and fet times of Adminiftration. Af-
ter Baprifim they did not || wafh for a
whole Week, exaltly anfwerable to
the Superflitiofi of the¢ Geatiles, who

M2 fever
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Se&t. 3.never put off the * Garment in which
v~ they were instiated till it fell all to tat-
ters. Next were added Inje&ion of
Salt and Wine into the Mouths of the
Baptiz’d, and a fecond Un&ion, with
Impofition of Hands. But in later
times there was no end of Lights
Exorcifins, Exfufflations, and many
_other Extravagancies of Jewifh, or
Heathen Original. From this Source
- {prang not only the Belicf of Omess,
Prefages, Apparitions, + the Cuftom of
Bagrysng with three fhovel-fulsof Earth,
‘with other vulgar Obfervations a
Chriftians; but alfo Lights, Feafts
or Holy-days, Confecrasions, -Images,
worfhipping towards the || E«f?, 4 |
tars,

*Q IV puipueros 1 ilelmon, 3 §96¢es S Ty proiein,
mo7s amdvdim 'xiw. iy Tirins LoancdT b
appusy.  Scholiaft. in yluc. Ariftophan, - -

+ Priufquam in eos [fcil. mortuos] injedta Gldn
eft, Locusille, ubi crematum eft corpus, nihil habxt
Religionis: Anglice, Before this Ceremony, “tis #¢ Hal-
low’d Ground. Cic, I 2.de Leg. cap.22. - -

Archyras naufragus, pratercuntem exorans ne fe
infepultum relinquat, fic' preces abfolvit’ apud Ho-
ratium 3 A

‘Quanquam feftinas, non eft mora longa : licebir,

qlImctto TER pulvere, curras. Lib.1.0d,28.v.35.

|| His Dea placanda eft, hc tu converfus ad artum
- ﬁ 'p.cquater; &uvoperh::’grqmiw:t‘
Fafl.1 4.°v.777. “O J¥ Nuts é .8 wowdis-
come.  Lucian, pag. 674 Edit, At 1687
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turs, Mufick, Dedscations of Churches, Ch. 6
and in them diftin&Places for the LAIL- v~
TY, (asthey {peak) and the CLER-

GY: for there is nothing like thefe
in the Writings of the Apoftles, but.
they are all plainly contain’d in the
Books of the Gentiles, and was the
Subftance of their Worfhip. o
- g2, All the Rites of the Supper, too.

tedious to particularize, were intro-
duc’d by degrees after the fame man-
ner; Sobyendeavouring to make the
plaineft tlangs in the Worid appear
myfterions, their very Nature and Ufe
were abfolutely perverted and . de!
ftroy’d, and are not yet fully reftor’d
by the pureft Reformations inChriffen~
dom. But we muft not forget how Ter-
sullian himfelf has acknowledg’d that
for their frequent Crofings and other
Baptifmal Rites, for their fcrupling to
letany of the Breadand Wine fall tothe
Ground, or to receive them from any
hand but the Prieff’s, with the like Ce-
remonies, they had no colour of 4 Au-
M 3 . tho-

* Harum & alirum ejufmodi Difciplinarum, fi
legem expoftules Scripwrarum, nullam invenies ;
Traditio tibi przeenditur auétrix, Confuetudo con-
firmatrix, & Fides obfervatrix. Pag. 102.
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Se&t. 3.thority from the Scriprares, but only
LA~ from Cuftom and Tradstion. .
- 93. Now their own Advantage be-.
ing the Motive that putﬁt{h‘;tlr’;unmh:cr
Clergy upon reviving Myffery, they.
quu':%(’ly erefted them%elvcs by its Alfi-.
ftance into a feparate and- ohtlck Bo-
dy, tho not fo foon into their various
Orders and Degrees. For in the two
firft Centuries we meet with no Sebe
Deacons, Readers, or the like ; much
" fefs'with the Names or D:gnmes of
Popes, Cardinals, Pasyiarchs, Metx
litans, Artbhfbaps Primates, S
gans, An:l.vducom, Deans, Clwmlcr.r
Vicars, or their numcrous Dependants
and Retinue. But in fmail time My
Jfrerj miade way for thofe, and feveral
other Ufurpations upon Mankind, uo-
der pretence of Labahrmm the Lard’.c
I/me]ard
" '94.*The Degrees or Con&:muons
concerning Ceremonies and Difcipline,
to encreafe the Splendour of this new
State, did firangely affe&; sftupify, and
amaze the Minds of - the ignorant Peo-
‘ple’s’ and made them belicve -t
were in good earneft ‘Mediators ‘be-
twcen Gedand Mcn, that could fix
Banc-
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Sendlity to certain Times, Places, Per- Ch. 6.
fans, or Actioas. : Thcyﬁ:em’dalmoﬁ (PaVaV
? Aifferent and more divine Species
of Cxeatures diftingui(hingthemfelves
fram-other Men in their Gard, intheir
mamerof hvmg by Tithes and Dona-
tiows in their feparase Placesat Church
snst .feyeral other ways. this
means the Clergy were able to o any
w 5. they engrofs'd at length the

Right of interpeeting Scripture,
atﬂwth itclaimd Infd:b tlity, to their -

gl:mbs:.l;: tm;l{ ?;gm a:([lxll’ro
‘ gmﬁd Chrifiian eries ; and we
-obfierme how greata fhareof theic
Eftabli(hmeat is owing to Ceremosnics.
"Thefe never fail to take off the Mind
from the Subflance of Religion, and
lead Mea into dangerous Miftakes :
for Ceremonies being  eafily obferv’d,
every anc thinks himfelf religious e-
nough that exaflly performs them.
But thene is nothing fo naturally o
fitcasCEREMONY and CHRISTI1A-
NITYT., The latter difcovers Religion
naked toall the World, and che former
delivarsit undermyftical R eprefentati-
onsufa‘erly arbwmry Slgmﬁca;w;x.
96. It



63 ity et lernha
Seft. 3. :g6. Itis vilible shen that Caeshe,
v\ pies perplex inftedd of explaining ;. ax.

fuppofing, they-muade things-1qaficr;
then that would be the beft: Religion
which had moft of-them, for.they are:
generally, and may all be made;equal
ly fignificative. ~ A.:Candle- pait into-
the Hands of the Baptized, todenete.
the Light of the Gofpel, is everywshit
as good a Ceremony as to make theSi
of the Crofs upon their Fore-heads,
in token of owning Chrift for their
Mafter and Saviour., Wine, Milk,
and Honey fignify fpiritual Nourifh-
ment, Strcngt%, -and Gladnofs; as well
as ftanding at the Gofpel betokens our-
Readinefs to hear or profefs itt:-:. :)--; -
g97. In fhort, there’s no degree-of.
Enthufisfm higher: than placing Re- -
ligion in fuchFaoleries; nor any thing-
- fo bafe as by thefe:fraudulent Artsto
. make the Gofpel of no effe@,. unlefsas
farasit fervesa Perty. But I fhall
have a better Occafion of exhaufting
the Subje& of Ceremonies elfewhere,
I trear of ’em here.only as they made
uF the Gemtdle Myfteries, and were
atterwards brought in to conftitute
thofe of the Chrifians. But as the

-



Chriftianity not Myflerious. %69
aft multitudesofthelatter quickly ren- Ch. 6.
:r’d all fecret Rites almoft xmpoffible, V¥
) to preferve the Myfery, things were
arpofely made downright unintelligi-
e, orvery perplex’d. -In this Point
ir pretended Chriftians outdid all
1e Myfleries of the Heathens ; for the
[onour- of - thefe mi%l;t be deftroy’d
7 Difcovery, or the babling Tongue
“any -initiated Perfon: But the new
Dyftevies were thus fecurely plac'd a-
wve the Reach of all Senfe and
eafon. . Nay, fo jealous were the
LERGY of their own Order, left
1y of ’em fhould irreligioully un-
Id thofe fublime Myfteries to the
-ofanely inquifitive LAITY,. -chas
iey thought. fit to put it as much out
7 the Power: of the Holy Tribe it felf,
;out of ours, tounderftand thems;

1d foiticontinues, in a great meaf
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NHUS lhave snduvoun’du
fhew athdrs, \what Poy '
cowincld of oy (alf, «bat

thereisgo MTSTERY inC HRE
STIANITY, or the moft perfel
Religion ; . and that byConfnqnme
fothing. sontxredictany or inewess

howevenmdcan Artisle of Faith, can

émthe(?w[ ,ilflthmﬂy
lthardd'God ﬁi’fww

_toargw’d ealy upon this -Syppofities,

foo the-Reafonis:to befdm eomrhth
endnf the Preface, -

- Notsrithfigadin allmtlu
may bemade to t uﬁ
evident that no particular ﬁum
or Doé't'rzm: of any fort can ferve
for a r Anfwer to this DIS-
CO R E; for, as long as the
Reafons of it hold good whatever
Inflance can be alledg’d muft either be
found not nyﬁmoa:, or, ifit prc;;c a



The {onclufion. -
MY¥STERY, aotdivinely reved’d.
There. 1:lr‘ngezmgdbwa ofthatl can fee,
Wiken 2ffages .of Scripeare I
have cited for ﬂ Affertion, areeither
recancil’d to fuch as- any would &ring

aghinft me; or prov’d not'to be no-

derftood by me ; when my Argumencs
agamitall amxwib Myflerses, and
tgc ablurdity -.of God’s revedag any
fach Myfferies, arcconfuted, ’tis time
enough then for nthers.to producc Ex-
amples, or for me to.confider ‘em.

Andthe by conviacing People that «f
sbe Pntuf ¢heir RELIG O Naowf
Wit -only be' in theamfelves, bat 10ittems

alfe wo en', Joamd and zmﬂ;gx&l
Inigh: gu y leave svery .one t 03
ddwar. @ ‘himfelf the Realonablines
e Unroafonablenefs of his. Religion
(which is no difficutt Bufinefs; when
ones vicn are speréwaded  shat: they
bavea righttodoit ;) - yuzheﬁnml
ow 80D and the World oblige me
¢o proceed funther wccording as: I-en
jor Health or L etfame, without limit
ing my fcif vas to any time, that be-
ing a thing in no Man’s Power 0
command at his Pleafure.

My'
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. My next Task therefore is(God wil-
ling)to prove the Dotrinesof the New
Teftament perfpicuous, poffible, and
moft worthy ofp God, as well as all cal-
culated for the higheft Benefits of Man.
‘Some will notthank me;, . it’s probable,
for fo ufeful an Undertaking ;. and
others will make me @ Heretick in grain
for what I have perform’d already.
But as it is Duty, and no Body's Ap-
plaufe, whichistheRuleof my A&
ons; fo, God knows, I no more va-
lue this cheap and ridiculous Nick-
- ‘&.34.14_03‘“6 of a Heretick than Paul did be-
fore-me: for I acknowledg. no OR- -
THODOXTYT but the TRUTH,
and, ’m fure,where-ever the TRUTH |
is, there muft bealfo the CHURCH, |
of God I mean, and not any Hu- '
man Fa&ion or Policy.. Befides, the
- Imputation of Heserodoxy being now
as liberal upon the flighteft Occafions,
out of Ignorance, Paffion, or.Malice,
‘asin the days of Iremews and Epiphe
mius, it is many times inftead of 2 Re-
roach the greateft Honour imagina- |

Cy ’

| -Somc‘



The (onclufion.
- Some good:Men may be:apt to fay,
.that, fuppofing- my Opinton never {o
true, it may notwithftanding oceafion
-much harm ;"-becaufe when People
find themfelves impos’d- upon in any
.part -of Religion, they are ready to
-call the whole in queftion. This Of-
fence is plainly, taken, - not given ; and

......

my Defign is nothing the lefs good, if

ill-difpos’d - Perfons abufe it, as they.

frequently do Learning, Reafon, Scrip-
ture,and the beft things in the World.
But it is vifible to every one that they
are the Contradictionsand Myfleries un-
jultly charg’d upon Religion, which
‘occafion fo many tobecome Deifts arid
-Atheifts. And it fhould be confider’d
likewife that when any, not acquaint-
ed with it, are dazl’d by the {udden
Splendor of the Trath, their Num-
ber is not comparable to theirs who
fee clearly by its'Light.- Becaufe fe-
veral turn’d Libertines and Arheifts
when PRIEST-CRAFT was laid
o open at the Reformation, were Lu-
ther,Calvin,or Lwinglius to be blam’d
forit? or which fhould weigh moft
" with them, thefe few prejudic’d Sce{-
, ticks,

473
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sicks, or thofé thoufands they con-
verted from the Superftiions of Reme ?
Pm therefore for giving no Quartet to
ERROR underany pretence ; and will
be fure, wherever I have Ability or
Opportunity, to expofe it in its truc
Colours,without rendring my Labour
ineffe&ual, by weakly mineing or' foft-
ning of anyt ng: _

CFINIS
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APOLOGY

Mr. TOLA ND,

na LETTER from Himfelf to a
Member of the Houfe of Commons
in Ireland ; written theday before
his Book was refolvd to be burnt
by the Committee of Religion.

Fo whichis prefix’d a NARRATIVE
containing the Occafion of the faid
'LETTER.

— Diis prom: Llle ef
2uem RaTiO #1058 IrA mover, Claudian,

.

Lo NDO N,
Priated in the Year MDCCIL}
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(3)

. A NARRATIVE
Con’taiix‘ing tbéﬁccaﬁori of the ﬁllotbin‘g"
LETTER.

I Promife not to give any accoutit at this

time of the Controverfy occafion'd

by Mr. Toland's Book, nor to entet

~ into the Merits of the Caufe on either
fide. His Adverfaries feem not yet weary of
writing againft him 5 and when they have
once done; it will be éarly enough then
for him to reply, if he fees reafonfo todo :
For it would be an éndlefs labour to make
Anfwers (éveraliy to fo many as may con-
<ern themf{elves in this Difpute: My De-
fignisonly to fhew what Treatment he
¥eceiv’d from fome People in Ireland, as .
far as that may ferve to fet the Letter an-
mex’d to this Narrative int its proper light;
And I fhall take care to infert nothing; but
fuch notorious matters of Fat that no ob-
ferving Perfon in Dubliz,or I might fay per-
baps in the Kingdom,can pretend ignorance
Concerning them, or deny them to be true.
*  Mr. Toland was {carcely arrivid in that
Couatry, when he found himfelf warmly
- ' A T ate
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-attack?d from the Pulpit, which at the be-
‘ginning could not but ftarde the People,

who till then were equal Strangers to him
and his Booksyet they becamein a little time
fo well accuftom’d to this Subje@, thatit
was as much expe&ed of conrfe as if it had
bzen prefcribd in the Rubrick. This oc-
cafion'd a Noble Lord to give it for a rea-
fon why he frequented not the Church as
formerly, thatinftead of his Saviour JE-
SUS CHRIST, one Fobn Toland was all "
the dilcourfe there.  But how unworthy a- |
Member foever of the Ghriftian Religion
Mr. Toland may be, he’s il fo fenfible of
the Obedience he jultly ows to its moft Di-
vine Precepts, that he dares not allow hime.
f<If to make any returnsin the fame Diale& -
to what was liberally utter’d againft himin
that place. We read, an Archangel was not
permitted to rail againft the very Deuvil;
and if Mr. Toland had not inaumerable
Paffages of the Gofpelto reltrain him, yet
the Reverence all Men ow to their own
Perfons join’d to the Rules of common Ci-
vility, would be powerful enough to keep
him from beftowing any indecent’ Expref-
fions or ReflcQtions upon his Oppofen.
Nor is he fuch a Stranger to the former A-
.ges or the prefent, asnot to perceive that,
-pafliopate or violent -Proceedingqmem

o

e




for Mr. Torano.’

yet gain'd Credit to a Canfé 5 nor produc’d
any other Effe&s upon the Enemies of it,
but to make ’em abhor it the more.

Buat when this rough handling of him in
the Pulpit (where he could not bave word
about) prov'd infignificant, the Gramd
Fury was follicited to prefent him for a
Book that was written and publifh'd in Exg-
land. And to gain the readier. Compli-
ance, the Prefentment of the Grand Fury
of Middlefex was printed in Dublin with'an
emphatical Title,  and cry’d about the
Streets. So Mr. Tolind was accordingly
prefented there the laft day of the Term in
the Court of King’s- Bench, the Furors not
grounding their procceding upon any par-
ticular Paffages of his Book, which moft
of ’em never read, and thofe that did con-
fefs’d not to underltand. Thus in the
Reign of Henry VI. one * Fobn Stepkens
was prefented by a Jury in Sowtbwark, asa
Man, fay they, we know not what to make of
bim, and that bath Bookswe know not whas
they are. In the mean time thofc of either
Sex who had any intimacy with Mr, Toland,
or that faivour’d him with their fimiliar
Converfation, were branded as his Profe-
lytes, and Lifts of their Names induftrioufs

. * Bacon's Hiftorical Difeour e of the Government of Eng-
land, Part 2.cap. 17. pag.161. ’

A3 ly.
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ly given about ; altho thofe worthy Per- -
fons (for he always chofe the heft Com- -
pany) had never difcours’d him of Religi-
on, nor had many of ‘em then feen his:
Book. And{o far was he himfelffrom ma-
king his Qpinions the Subje& of his com-
mon Talk, that, notwithftanding repeated
Provacations, he purpofely declin’d fpeak-
ing of 'em at all 5 which made his Adver-
faries (who {lipt no handle of decrying him)
infinuate that he was not the real Author
of the Piece going under his Name. But
if they were ferious, and this was not ano-
ther Artifice to make him own it, I would
fain know what made them fo angry with
a Man whom they ought therefore to de-
fpile; For if there be any Poifon (as I
hope there is none) in that Book, the
fpreading of it in Ireland is wholly owing
to the Management of thofe, who would
be thought moft to oppofe it. '
"~ We muft not forget that in a few days
after the prefent LordsFuffices of that King:
domlanded, the Recorder of Dublin, Mr.
Hancock, prefented Mr, Toland to their Ex-
cellencies after a very obliging manner;
for inhis Congratulatory Harangue in the
pame of his Corporation, whereof by the
way he fpoke ot aword, he begg'd their
Fordfbips wauld proceft the CHUR CH
e a3 | from
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from ‘all” iés -Enemies, but particularly .

from the Tolandifts, a Sect, I am fure, thofe
“Noble¢ Perfons ne'er heard of before. The

late Lords Fuflices, the Earls of Montrath .

and Drogheda, were more negle@ed at leaft
* in the fame Speech 3 tho all Ireland can=
not without the blackeft Ingratitude but
acknowledg, that they neverliv'd before
under a more prudeot, juft, and peacea-

ble' Adminittration: For as they gave no.
occafions of Complaint in their Govern- -

thent, {0 were.thereno Murmurings again(t

‘them but:ouly:of. fuch,. as, througha per-

tual defire of Change, are always Ene-
mies to their own and the Country’s Hap-
pinefs. Mr. Toland béing thus made a He-
refiarch in fo publick.a place, where all the
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom then
in Town'were. prefent, occafion’'d every

body to hunt for his Book which was very.

fcarce; and his Enemiesalfo took that Pre-
text of denominating all his Acquaintance
Tolandifts, héw different foever they were

from him or one another in their Senti- - -

ments. - - :
From the Pulpit, from the Fury, and the
Conrt, he nryfk take his next turn at the
WPrefs, tromr whence thereiffu'd 2 Book faid
to be an Aifwer to him in particular, and

y

to ali otherswho fet up Reafosand Cvidente -

Ag in
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in oppofition to R.velation-and Myfleries,
Tiis imports that Mr. Toland made Reafon
and Revelation, contradiftory. But how
well the Author of the faid Book, Mr. Pe.
ter “Brown, [enior Fellow : f Trinity College
mear Dublin, has provid thus or the reft of
his Undcreaking, is referr'd to the im.

. partial Reader's Judgment, H hard Lan-
guage would do inftead of ftrong Argu-
ments, we might eafilv dctermine who had
the better end of the Controverfy 5 and if
you believe Mr. “Brown himfelf, he affures

Pag.81. you that if it can be fhewn where ome Link of
bis reajoning fails, hell make it up again fo
firm, that it [ball mever be uwdome. Indeed |
I don’c believe Mr. Toland defigns to give
him any trouble of that kind, fo that his |
Reafons are like to continue as good ase. |
ver they were. But Mr. Brows’s Book
comes now under Confideration as it was
oneof the Machines invented to render .
Mr. Toland dangerous or -odious. - And

_ this he does not only by endeavonring all *

Pig.79. along to prove him a mojt inpeterate Ewemy
20 all Reve.l’d Religion 5 but he exprefly for-
licits the Civil Magiftrate to take a courfe
‘with him, which looks not very generous
inan Anfwerer, how much concern foever
he may pretend for his Faith. - ' In one place

Pig 139. e fays, Lhave nomoreto do here bt m& 1




ﬁ»', Mr.. TorLaND.

liver bim up- into the bands of onr Governors,
We may confute bi: Errors, but ’tis they only
can fupprefs kis Injolence s we omly cam en-
deavor to beal thofe already infelled, tis shey
alone can binder the InfeGion from fpreading

9

Jurther. And afierwards he adds, Here Pag. 14

again 1 wonld deliver bim into the bands of
the Magifirate, not mov'd by any beat of Paf- -
fion, bus by fuch a Leal as becomes every
Cbriftian to bave for bis Religion. Iam fully
fatisfv'd this swrdering Zeal is not infpir’d
by Genuin Gbhriftienity 5 and asfor his want
of Paffion, the Ingsifitors themfelves thew
as much feeming R elutance againft killing
or maiming of thofe whom they procure
to becondemn'd for Hereticks. At the ve.

‘ry inftant they deliver’em over to the Se- .. :

cular Power, they -addrefs themfelves to
the Magiftrate in thefe termss We mof
earneftly befeech you, my Lord Fudg, that for
the love of God, and from a fenfé of Piety and
Mercy, as well as ent of regard to.owr Entrea.
sies, you wosld neither inflic the lofs ?" Life
or Limbupon this miferablé Creature,™ Tho
at the fametime, if the Judg - fhiould take
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" the holy Fathers at their word, they would

Pag. 162,

infallibly excommunicate him for hjs ready
Obedience, whereof they are fofond in all
cafes but thofe of Fufiice and Clemency,which
is the Motto of their Standard. Here we
may obfcrve how ftrangely Words of a-
good fignification may be detorted to coun-
tenance very ill AQions.: Thusto abufea
Man isin the Languaghe of fome term'd Zesl,
and fo it is tomurder him in that of otherss
nor were the barbarous Irifh wanting to
fan&ify their Maffacre by that Name.
But left the broaching of fimple Herzfier .
fhould not ferve the turn, Mr. Tolend muft
by all means be made the Head of a Sed,
and of no ordinary one 5 for, if you-cre-
dit Mr. Brown,he defigns to be a famons «n
oftor as Mak:omet. To confirm this Cha-
ralter, which was well enough invented
to amufe the People with vain Terrors,
there was a ridiculous Story handed about,
whether true or falfe God knows ;5 for
M. Tolend remembers nothing of the mat-
ter. 'Tis faid, in fhort, that about the
fourteenth Year of his Age he gravely de-
clar'd he would be the Head of .4 Se& .€'er
he was Thirty 5 and before he was forsy he
fhould make as great a flir in the Commorr
wealtlias Cromoel gyer did: Rifum seneapy,
Heres an old Propbery found in a Bog

with
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with.a witnefs; and which Mr. Hemeock
and Mr. Browi have libour'd to fulfil in
part, that fuperftiticus Folks might trepid<
ly apprehend the event of the reft. Mr. A
Brown (avs, The real defign-of this Man isplain- 2% 15
ly no other than wtat he formerly declar’d,
and what be openly affeds, tobethe Head of
a Se& 5 and doubts notbut be has s great
deal more to [ay, whemevér-this mew Se& of Pag, 166
bis becomes [o nurievons that they fball ontbrave
the Laws, and laboxr for a publick Reforma-
tion of the Myfteriows Doc¥rines of the Gofpel.
Would any body believe this, did they
not fee it plainly ownd in Print 2 Nay he, .
tells us that e bas trac'd this Herefiarch from P48 12%:
the time be firjt gave ont be wonld be Head of
a Set before be was thirty Years of Age, till ke
became an Author, and from thence to bisco-
ming imto Ireland to fpread bis Herefies, and
put bis Defign in execution. 1 aflure him
he wants two Years fiill of Thirty, and if
his Difciples (as they’te calld) take not
other meafures than he did to ere®:that
fame Se in Ireland, St. Pabrick may f&-
curely poffefe his Apoftlefhip in that Ring-
dom till Dootnfday’, which is an-Honour
Mr. Tojand does viot envy. him. I ocught
not by any means to férget here-the Sagacis
ty of a cettais Genithémant} whio ‘wonder'd
at his Impudence ot piéflming ta' ft ap

. H - a
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~  amew Religion in their Country, where he
bad not a foot of Land 5 which inclines
me to believe he has met with better Re-
cords of the Apoftles Pofleffions than Mr.

Toland could in all bis reading.
Well then, if all this won’t do, what
{hall we make of him next ? He muft <’en
be reprefented as dangerous to the Govern-
ment ; and truly fo he’s like to be if Irifh
Prefiges hold good, for their Prophecies
were never worth a farthing, How for
v 172. Men in power, fays Mr. “Brown, according
to their feveral Stations, are obliged to inter-
meddle in point of Coniﬁiencc, I fball not
now enguire. But fure I am in point of Por
bicy itis become mo lefs tham neceffary : for the
Writers of this firain bave given broed
bintsthat they are as little friends to our Go-
vernment, as onr Religion, This Maen can
fay that MAGISTRATES are made
for the PE OPLE, asd cvery one knows
what Doifrines of REBELLION M
are wont to infinnate by this SAYING.
Ol is it thereabouts then? Why truly,
the Do&rine of Paffive Obedience was ex-
E’,‘f‘d by. this ame Saying, which Mr. To-
acknowledges to be one fair Quotati-
on. James the Sccond was jultly abdi-
cated accord;qg_to;ha&ying, becaufe he
Wwas an Enemy to the Pesple for whom he
3 was

%
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was made a King 5 "and our moft Glorious
Hero William the Third, the Reftorer of
Univerfal Peace and Liberty, was inveft-
ed with the Supreme Power by the ho-
neft People of Great ‘Britain, for whofe
good he has indefatigably employ’d it ever
fince, in vindicatirg, fettling, and enlar-
ging their Civil and Religious Rights.
Mr. "Brown has been pleas’d to fay that
Mr.Toland was proud of running down
three Kingdoms with one crofs Queftion,

-

e ;

which is, How can a Man believe what be pag, 122.

does not know ¢ and he that does fo, knows
not.what he believes. Now I would glad-
ly be refolv’d by him, for whom the Ma-
giftrates are made unlefs for the Pesple 2
Were they made for themfelves? or whe-
ther the Pesple were made for the Magif

@

trates 2 But he adds, that this fort of Men Pag-172.

deferve to be looKd to, that their numbers

grow i‘ornidable; and makes little doubt
but #bei

all Dominion a5 well & ‘Religion is founded

in Reafon. Let him affure himfelf they

will never begin to fhew that, for they
have clearly provid-iit long ago:: -What
Dominion 1s not founded in Reafon;: muft
be doubtles. unreafonable, and:comfe-
quently Tyrannical. There was' nothing

-q:prexeaﬁmbl,e thanfor Men fizft to'littite

them-

ir defign s ‘at Iem%: to fhew ms, That Pag. 17

%
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that he was born there. So his Country:
men treated him in this re{pe& like his Ma:
jefty’s good Subjeéts of Guernfey 5 who,
when they are in Framce are c.ll'd Englith
Rogues, and in Englend French Dogs.

The laft Effort, except the charge of
Socinianifss, to blaft him, was to make him -
pafstor a rigid Nonconformiff. Mr. Toland
will never deny but the real Simplicity -of
the Diffemters Worlhip, and the {eeming
Equity of their Difcipline Sinto which
being fo young he could not diftinctly pe-
netrate) did gain extraordinarily upon his
Affeftions, jaftashe was newly deliverd
from the infupportable Yoke of the moft
Pompous and Tyranaical Policy that ever
enflav’d Munkind under the'name or thew
of Religion. But when greater Experi-
ence and more Years had a little ripen'd
his Judgment, he eafily perceivid that the
Diftferences were not fo wide asto appear
irreconcilable, or at leaft, that Men, who
were (ound Proteflants onboth fides, fhould
barbaroufly cut one anothers Throats, or
indeed give any difturbance to the Society
about them. And as foon as he under-
ftood the late Heats and Animofities did
not totally (if at all) proceed from a
Concern for mere Religion, he allowd
himfelf a -Jatitude in feveral things, that- |

- : would
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would have been matter of fcruple to hiai
before. His Travels increasd, and the
Study of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory perfeGed
this Difpofition, wherein he continues ta
this Hour : for, whatever his own Opini-

on of thofe Differences be, yet he findy

fo effential an Agreement between the
French, Dutch, Englifb, Scotifh, and es
ther Proteftants, that he’s refolv’d never tg
lofe the Benefit of an Inftructive Difcou(

in any of their Churches upon that {core § .
arld it muft be a Civil not a Religious In-
. tereft that can engage him againft any of

thefe Parties, not thinking all their private
Notions wherein they difagree worth en-
dangering, muchlefs fubverting, the Pub-
lick Peace of a Nation. If this makes a
Man a Nonconﬁmi(i, then Mr. Toland is

‘one unqueftionably. * And fo he is, if he

thinks the Djffenters ought not to be mio-
lefted in their Goods or Perfons, nor ex-
- cluded from any of their Native Rights;

becaufe they have a different Set of .

Thoughts from him or others, fo long a¢
none of their Principles are repugnant to
good Government, He believes them
likewife to be a true and confidérable paré
of the Proteifant ‘@_cligion ( for they have
. demonftrated themfelvesto be {tanch ‘Pas
" #riots)notwithftanding any Error or Weaké
' B ne
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nefs whereof they may be guilty in his
Juigment. But this fame reafon will prove
bim as found a Member of the eftablifh'd
Cburch of England 5 being perfwaded the
narrow Sentiments of a few aboutCommunion

nor would there be any Separation from it
inthis Realm, were all others of his mind,
*Tisvifible tfis Declaration is not made to
curry’ Favour with one (as many do)
while in their Hearts they are devoted to
the other fide. But'Mr. Tolend’s Opinion’
being frequently demanded as to this
Point, he now delivers it once for. all;
for he will never condefcend to court any
body of Men with preference to all others,
further than he fees ground forit 3 and to
this, as his fett'd Judgment; he’s refolv'd
toadhere, thoit fhould hazard the inevi-’
table Ruin of his Fortune or Reputation
withall Parties, .

Athei[m is now become fo common an
Accufation in every Perfon’s mouth, whe
is difpleas’ at the Rudenefs of others for
not complimenting him with their Affent
to his Opinions, that, altho initfelf ic be

“the moft atrocious and unnatural Crime

whereof a reafonable.Creature can be

guilty yetis it not otherwife minded than

as a word of courfe which indicates a
world

~
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world of Inconfideratenes and Rancor.
 When Mr. Toland us'd to be traduc’™d in
Ireland for Deifts with many other Opini-
ons; and his Frierids demanded of his Ac-
cufers whefe they made thofe Dilcoveries

in his Writings, the ready Anfwer always

“was, that truly they had never read the
Book, and by the Grace of God never
would 5 but that they receiv'd their Infor-
mation from fuch as were proper Judges
of thething. O'how infeparable is Pope-
ry from Ighorance! And what is the fource
of all Poperj but Lusplicit “Belief where-
ever it is fojnd? As to what-the Author
of the Letter to a Convocation:-man {aysof
a,Condregation de propaganda Infidelitate,
no body needs be atham'd of fo §ood
~ Company as. thé prefent Bithop of Salif-
.bury,” the late Archbithop of Canterbury,
and the Comions of Englind themfelves,
whom he not only libels with moft falfe
and vile Infinuations, but even his Ma-
jefty’s own Perfon as d Princé of no Re-
ligion, which none that had any Religion
- durft @y of a King who is fo great a Friend
to it by his Patronage and Exambple.
Mr. Toland was once writing an Anfwer to
this Author ; but he laid afide bis Papers
when he underftood that fuch able Ment
-Hiad undertaken téi'm, as the ReVereg:
. 2 (]

rd
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Dr. Wake,and the Ingenious Author of the
Letter to a Parliament Man.

But fome People not being fatisfy'd, it |
feems, with all that paft, and thinking Mr.
Toland fhould never have enough on’t,con-
cluded at laft to bring his Book before the
Parliament. And therefore on Saturday
the 14th day of Auguf?, it wasmov'd in the
Comumittee of Religion, that the Book enti-
tal'd Chriftianity not Myfierions, thould be
brought before them, and dccordingly it

‘wab order'd that the faid Book thould the

Saturday following be brought into the
Committee That day the Committee fat not; .
but the next Saturday, whichwas the 28¢b
day of Auguft, there meta very full Com-
mittee, wherein this bufines was a greht
while debated. | Several Perfons eminent
for their Birth, good Qualities or Fortunes,
opposd the whole Proceeding, being of*
opinion it was neither proper nor conveni-
ént for them to meddle witha thing of
that nature. “But.when this Point was
without much Argument carrid againft
them, they infilted thatthe Paffages which -
gave Offence in the Book fhould be read;
fo thofe wonderful Obje(tions were ‘made
which are cleardin the Letter fubjoin’d:
and then the Committee wasadjourn'd till
the 42b of September. That day, after
. - feve-
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feveral Gentlemen had fpoke to thofe Ob-
je&tions, they urg’d gt laft, .according to
Mr. Toland’s own defire, that he (hould be
call’d to anfwer in Perfon, todeclare the
Senfe of his Book, and his Defign in writ-
ing it. But this favour being perempto-
rily deny’d, an Honourable Member went to
the Bar,and offer'd a Letter to be read which
he had receiv’d that Morning from Mr. To-
land, containing what Satisfaltion he in-
tended to give the Gommittee, had they
thought fit to let him fpeak for himEelf
But this was likewife refus’d, and the Com- -
mittee came immediately to thofe Refohuti--
ons, to which the Houfe agreed afterfome
Debate, on Thurfday following being the
oth of September, viz. That tD¥ Book en- yoes of
tituled Chriftiapity not Myfterious, con- the H. of
taining [everal Heretical Dolrines contrary °‘ Tre-
to the Chriftian Religion and the esfablifh'd
Church of Ireland, be [fnblzcld] burnt by the
bands of the Common angman. Likewife,

That tbe Abuthoy thereo lohn Toland be ta-

ken into the Custody o}f Serjeant at Arms,
(which he took careto prevent) and be
profecuted by Mr. Astorney General, for wrie,

ting and pnblz{lmg the faid Book. - The or-

der’d too, that an ./{ddrej.‘t ould be rmde e
#o the Lords Fuflices to give Direltions thar -

no e Copies o tba Book be -br inte
vpmf B s k o’ e
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the Kingdom, and to prevens the felling of
thofé already imperted.  Their Sentence was
executed on the Book the Saturday follow-
ing, which was the 11¢b of September, be-.
fore the ‘Parliument- Honfe Gate, and alfo
in the open Street before the Town-Honfé 5
the Sheriffs and all the Conftables attend-

mng. :

_ %m; very fingular Paffage we muft not
omit, which is, that the fame day the Book
was to be condemn’d there came abroad 3
printed Sheet, wherein, to terrify any bo-

-*.dy from appearing publickly for Mr. Te-
land, were contain'd the following words;

Now lgt thofe confider this, fays the Writer

of that Papcr, whether within doors or with-

ont 5 and vl@ether the Vindication,or even the,

A Letter €Xcfing this “Book or the Author, or the ri-

npon Mr. diculing or otheywife baffling the juft “Prafe-
g‘ggﬁdﬁo cution fr Cenfure of it gfi /ﬁ”’ ieﬁﬂot m{;;
7. C.Efg; the denying of owr Saviour before Men 5 and
bag-4  whether fuck may not affuredly expe so be de-
' ny’d of bims inthe prefence of bisFather and the
boly Angels, and all theWorld at the laft day.

Tés ftrange Denunciation had no. effeG

- on thofe who all ajong appear’d in Mr. T¢-
land’s behalf, tho much_out-number’d by

thofe of the contrary. Opinign. In the

. Comamittee it was mov'd by one that My. Te-

Jend l‘df hould be busat, agby. e
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ther that he (hould be made to burn his
Book with hisown hands ; and a third de-

. fird it fhould be done Before the Door of

the Houfe, that he might have the pleafure

* . of treading the Afhes under his fegt.

I forbear making any remarks here ei-
ther.upon the defign of burning Bocks in
general, or this in particular 5 nor will [
- fhew, as well I might, how fruitlefs this °

* fort of proceeding has prov'd inall Ages,
fince the Cuftom was firlt introduc'd by
the Popifh Inquifitors, who perform'd that
Execution -on the Book when they could.
not feize the Author whom they had de-
ftin’d to the Flames. Neither will I infift
uponthe great Stop and Difcouragement
which this Praltice brings to all Learning
and-Difcoveries 3 but, without further Di-
greffion, I thall now leave the Reader to
perufe Mr. Toland’s Letter, aud to judg for
himfelf whether it would bave given him -
fatisfattion, had he been a Member of ‘the
Honfé of Comwmons. 4
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Mr. T oL aNDs Letter to a Mem-
ber of the Houfe of (ommons in-
IRELAND, O -

Dublin, Sepremb.3. 1697,

S IR,

Hen the Chriftian Religionis attack'd |
by Atheifts and others, they con-

ftantly charge it with Contradi&ion ov Qb
fenrity 5 and Mr. Toland’s defign in the
Publication of his. Book was to defend !
Chriftianity from fuch unjuft Imputations,
‘as he more than once declares in his Pre-
face, and as he thinks it every Chriftian's
Duty to do, according to his Ability or
QOpportunity. If wemight judgof his Per-
formance by his profeft Intentions, we
fhould conclude it to be extraordinary
ood 3 but we muft on the other hand
reckon it asbad, if, without further Exa-
wmination, we regard the ftrange Outcries
that are made againft it both from the Pw/-
pit and the Prefs, That a Man fhould be
pun down becauf§ it is the fathion, or by

A
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Interefted Perfons,and fuch as are influenc'd
“by %ém,is nothing ftrange 5 for one way or

other the like happens every day: but

that a Book fhould be condemn’d by

wholefale, without affigning the particular

Faults or Miftakes init, and by many that
never read it, is vifibly unjuft. What has

T oe— s

contributed to make Mr. Toland (whom |

Jeither his Age, nor Fortune, nor Prefer-
ment renders formidable) the Objet of fo
much Heat and Noife, and after what man-
ner his Enemies of all forts have treated
“him under a zealous pretence,he’s like very
{peedily to inform fuch of theWorld as will
pleafe to concern themfelves. But not con-
fidering the Honourable Houfé of Commons,
or your felf in particular, among the num-
ber of bis Adverfaries but as his{")‘ndge:, he
4hinks convenient ta clear thofc few Points
which are reported to afford matter of Ex-
ception to fome in the Committee of Religion,
But,before this be done,he defires that two
or three Particulars may be a little con-

fiderd.

Mr, Toland, in the firlt place, is ofo;;i- '

nion it portends much Happinefs to the
Nation, that the Commons (who. haveall
- the right imaginable to it) fhould take the
cognizance of fuch things into their own

Hagds, And tho his Book thould, as it's

hfod
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" very probable, happen tofall ander thelr

Cenfure, yet his love to Mankind eannot
but make him extremely pleasd with the.
Confequences he forefees muft neceffarily
follow from fuch an authentick Precedent
in this Country, where it was ‘moft pe.
culiarly wanting. - Nor does he think it
more reafonable for him to be angry at his
private ill luck, than it would be for fome
to be out of love with Parliaments them-
felves (which is the beft Conftitution in
the Univerfe) becaufe they are miflaken
fomefimes, and thatan A& is repeal’d in
one Seffion which was eftabli(h’d in ano-
ther 5 not confidering that fuch an Incon-
venience is infinitely overballanc'd by feve,
ral excellent Laws, and by the Remedy
that may likewife be had to this pretend-
ed Diforder from that very Court, upon
better Information or Temper. ,
Secondly, Mr. Toland does not com»
plain that he alone in the Kingdom is di-°

. fturbd for his Opinion,. but is heartily

glad that no more are troubl’d upon that
account. For as he takes Perfecution to
be one of the chief Marks and Pillars of the
Antickriftian Church, {o he looks upor an
impartial Liberty of writing and fpeaking
whatever is not deftruive of Civil Socinty,

'$0 be the greateft advantage of any Goun.

. WYy
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try, whether the Learning, or the Com-
merce, orthe very Peace and Tranquillity
thereof be confider’d. « Yet it .cannot Lf? ot in
¢ but look mighty odly toindifferent Per- ;:,%':g’
¢ fons, that all the Difenters from the '
s Eftablifh'd Church, that the Papifts whd -
« pervert Chriftianity it felf, that feveral
« declar’d Socinian, ay and Facobite Pame -
« phletsthould efcape the burning Zeal of
% thofe, who fo. furioully profecute one
 young Man only for the fufpetted Con-
$ fequences of his Book, as if the very Be-
_ “ ing or Deftruction of all Religion de-
% pended upon the fate of him, or his
- Writings.
Thirdly, As for the Errors commonly
‘laid to Mr. Toland’s charge, they are fo va+
rious and inconfiftent with one another,
. that no Man of ordinary fenfe could poffi-
bly hold them all at atime 5 and being cre-
dited by his Enemies without book, he may
with more Juftice deny than they can af-
firm them.  He’s not therefore .oblig'd to
take notice of any thing but what.is al-
ledg'd in formal words, or plainly inferr'd
from his Book. Indeed fonie Confequen-
cesan Author might not perceive, which
" fhould render him the more excufables
but Mr. Tolund confefles he forefaw feveral

Confequences of his Book, eventq Part;;:
o X the

>
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the Oppofition with which it has met, tho

not that (after the Pulpits, Prefles, and

Juries) the Commons of Ireland (hould like-

wife honour it with their Animadverfion.” '

Now what is {aid to have been objected

if the Committee is, Firft, That the very

Title GHRISTIANITY NOT MYSTE-
RIODS is Heretical. Whether the Com-

mittee decrees, 2 new or declares an old

Herefy, Mr. Toland neither knows nor is

much concern’d to underftand, being con-

fcious to himfelf of neither. If the Ttk

be made good in the Book, ‘tis orthodox

-or found enough 3 and if not, yethe’s ftill

Left ot in tofeek for the Herefy ofit.  * Ifit be an
:’:;g;;!” “ old Opinion, others would gladly be
P« inform'd in which Century it was firlt -
© % taught, who the Authorof it might be,
¢ or by what Council it was condemn’d:
« andif it be a new Notion, they defire
« likewife to know whether the Hoxfe of
< (ommons alone can decree it Herefy, be-
“ ing yet. perfe ftrangers to any fuch
¢ Power claim’d by that Honourable Bo-
“ dv. : ,
B{n ‘tis affirm’d,that by hisTit/e he reje@s

the Myfteries of the Gofpel. If by Myfte
ries be meant the Dodrines themfelves, be
denies none of them 3 but that after Reve-
lation they are not myfferioss or obfture,
B T e
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he ftill maintains for the Honour of Chrif-
tianity, A great many without doors very
wifely conclude that he believes not the
. Doftrines, becaufe he thinks they are plair,
-"and therefore the more credible ; for that’s

all he means by #ot ozyfierions. But fome
People, otherwife credulous enough, be-
“lieve no body capable of rendring that
clear and eafy, which to themfelves feems
difficult or infuperable. - =
It was likewife objected, that he makes a
doubt whether the §criptures be of Divine
Authority. That bare Expreflion, If the Gof=
* pel be really the word of God, imports no fuch
- matter, but very frequently the contrary;
as for example, If the Gofpel be true, this
frame of the World fhall be diffolv’'d 5 which
is not to queftion, but more emphatically
to affert the truth of the Propofition. But *
this, I confefs, is nothing to the cafée be-’
foreus. The words in the Conclufion of
the Book are thefe, Nothing contradi@ory or Pag. 175}
inconceivable, however made am Article o
Fuith, can be contain’d in the Gofpel, if it
bereally the Word of God : for I have bither-
10 argued only upon tkis Suppofition, for the
Reafon 10 be feen towards the end of the Pre-
face. - The fenfe of the words then muft be
determin’d by that Reafon 5 and the Paf- -
fage referrd to in the Prefaceis this, wf.
: ]
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Pref.pay. In the following Difconrfe, which is the ﬁfﬂ of

Pag. 33

three, &c. the Divinityof the New Teftament
is taken for gramted.  In‘the next Difrourfe;
&ec. 1attempt a particwlar and rational Expla-
nation of the reputed Myfieries of the Gofpel.
And inthethird, 1demonflrate the Verity
Divine Revelation againft Atheifts and
Enemies of Reveald Religion. Now is i
not fomething ftrange that a Man fhould
queftion what he takes for granted, and
which the Method he follow'd would not
permit him to prove before his time, that .
13, not form the Conclufion before theé Pre-
mifes ? In one place he pofitively affirms
the Scriptures to comtain the brighteft Chs-
raders of Divinity.  But that the force of
Calumny may evidently appear, let thiso-
ther Psffage of the fame Book be confiderd:

* What we difcours'd of Reafon before, fays he,

and Revelation now,being duly weigh'd alk the
Dodrines and Precepts of the New Teftamen
(if it be indeed Divine ) minft cotiféquently
agree with Natural Reafon and éur own or:
dinary Ideas, THIS every confiderate and
well difpos'd Perforn will find by the cdrefud pe-
rufal of it 5 and whoever undersakes this Talk,
will confe(s the Gofpel mt to be MTDDEN
from us, nor afar off, but very wigh ub, in ont
Alowths and inowv HE ARTS. But this
whole Chapter muft havebetn tranferibd;

' were
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weré all that’s to our purpofein it to be
nicely quoted ; for every word of it from
N€22. tothe end, is a Juftification of the
Method and Stile of the New Teffament.
Yetleft any fufpicion of Fallacy might res.
main where the Particle IF occurs, I de-
mand what Declaration cin be conceived

in ftronger terms than the following Paf~

fage; for you fhall be troubl'd with no

)

more, tho I might eafily cite forty others = -

‘relating to this Head. The words are,

. ‘Whether or no Chriftianity is myfterious,onght pag. 88.

10 be natwrally decided by the New Tefiament,
wherein tke Chriftian Faithis oviginally con-
. tain’d. I beartily defive to put the Café apon

tbis Iifue, I appeal to this Tribunal 5 for did. -

Fnot infinitely prefer the Truth I learn from
- thefé facred Records to all otber Gonfederations,
1 foould never affert that there ave no bfg::

~ ties iw Chriftianity. The Scriptures bav
ag'd me in this Error, if it be one; and
- I will foower be reputed Heterodox with theft
only on my fide, than to pafs for Orthodox
with the whole World, and bave them againft
. Tt was likewife objeCted that Mr. To-
land thew'd not a due Refpetto CHRIST,
becaufe he always ftiles him in his Book

- CHRIST.

~ barely CHRIST, or at moft only JESUS:

.
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CHRIST. If this be any Difrefpe,” th¢
moft Orthodox Divines are as guilty of it
in their Writings 5 and the Apofles them-
felves fpeak of him without any additional.
Titles agreat many times in the Gofpel:
’Tis otherwife, Igrant, when fome fpecial
occafiop requires them to be more exprefs
and when Mr. Toland was declaring the

prefp.26. Head of his Church, hefays, Jam neither
. of Paul, nor of Cephas, nor of Apollos, but
of the Lord FESUS CHRIST alone, who is
the Author and Finifber of wy Faith: And
here I cannot forbear admiring how Mr.
Tolind thould be deem’d an Arian or Soci-
nian, {ceing, for ought appears in his Book,
he may lay 4 better claim toany other Se&,
_exceptthe Papifts, thanto them ; for thefc
three are the only Parties he oppofes by
name. Butif his Religionis to be really
-difbverd by his Boak, tis utterly impof- |
fible he thould be either an Ariex or Seci- '
nian. They both of ‘em (from different
Notions) believe JESUS CHRIST to be |
a nfeer Creature-God, which Mr. Toland
does not 5 and, to mend one Abfurdity by
a greater, they join in paying their Dei-
fy'd Creature Divine Worlfhip, which Mr.
72;1,md judges impious and ridiculous.
Hisown words are thefe s Tho the Socini-
ok a7 ans-difown this Pradice (of -admitting

s . . wUit
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Eontraditionsin Religion) I am miffiken
if vither they or the Arians can make their No-
tions of a Dignifyd and Creature-God capable
of Divine Worfbip, appear imore reafonable
than the extravagancies of other Seiis touching
_the Article of the Trinitys fuch as the
Whimfies of EUTYCHES, GENTILIS;
andthereft. In fhort, Mr. Toland had no
natural occafion to declare his Sentiments
relating to CHRIST’s Perfon, that and the
~other particular Do&rines of the Gofpel
being the Subject of the feeond and third
Booke he promifes, and by which alone
his Conformity or Diflent with the Com-
mon Chriftianity is to be difcernd. Nor
had his Adverfaries from the Prefs run intd
fo gany grofs Miftakes, and been at the
‘trouble of feveral no lefs unhappy than
-needlefs Conjectures, had they but Pati-
ence or Phlegm enough to attend the Pub-
. lication of thofe Pieces. -

It was objected alfo that e {lighted the
Sacraments (whichisa térm he never ufes)
by making them bare Ceremonies. That
he cald ‘'em any where mere Ceremenies he

abfolutely denies, tho he now affirms with.

all Chriftians, that the A&ions of breeking

Bread and wafbing with Water are as much

Ceremonial under the New Teflament, as
Circumcifion or the Paffover were under the

C : Q’ds'
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his Curiofity or Bufines may lead him, as
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a Book he publifh'd in another Country,
His Errand hither, God knows, was ne:
ther to propagate nor receive any Doc- |
trines, newor old 3 and as he was far from
ever defigning to fix his conftant Refi-}
dence here, {0 he thinks himfclf as liable ¢
be difturb'd in any other place, whither |

inzhis Kingdom 5 which is a way of pro-
ceeding bitherto unheard of in the World, |
I (hall give you no further trouble when
I bave told you; that I refolve always to
continue an unalterable Friend to* Libersy, |
an Advocate for Religion without Superfti-
tion, atrue Lover of my Country, and in |
particular, Sir, your moft humble Ser-

vant,

JOHN TOLAND. |

THcre was enough faid in the greced-
ing Letter concerning the Socinia-

#ifm laid to Mr. Toland's Charge, and I [j
doubt very much whether now there be
any Socinians in Cnglands 1 am fure, no
confiderable Body of them : for the Theo-
logy of the Usitarians, who vulgarly paf
= . Uil
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under that name, is very different from '
that of Socinus, Bat thele Unitarians in
one of their lateft Prints difown any Ser-
vice intended their Caufe by Mr. Toland?s -
" Book 3 and all Se&ts, we know, are ready
upon the leaft apparent*Conformity to
augment their own Numbers, efpecially
with fuch as they feem to value for their -
Learning or other Qualifications, InThe
Agreement of the Unitarians with the Catho-

+ lick Church occurs the following Paragraph.
« The (Bithop of Worcefier’s) eighth and ¥ 3% 5%
¢ tenth Chapters, are imployed in oppo-
“ fing, and, ashethinks, inexpofing and
* ridiculing fome Interpretations of a few
“ Textsof Scripture by the Unritarians 5
¢ and attacking a few Paragraphs in Mr, -
¢ Toland’s Book, Chriftianity not Myfteri-
 ous. I know not what it was to his
* Lord(hip’s purpofe to fall upon Mr. To-
¢ land’s Book. - But if he would needs at-
¢¢ tack the Book, he fhould have dealt
“ fairly. He. fhould have difcufs'd the
“ main Argument in it, and notcarpt on-.
¢ ly ata few Paffages; and thofe too fo
“ mangl'd and deform'd by his Reprefen-
¢ tation of them, that I dare to affirm
 Mr. Toland does not know his own
¢ Book in the Bithop's Reprefentation of
¥ it. Y1do not perecive, to fpeak truly,
C 3 " M b\lt
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-« ly falls upon Mr. Toland’s Book s in

" A good Temper and found julgucat ufu-

oply by Lenity and Perfuafiors b

4dn ArorLoGY

« but that Book fiill ftands in its full -
« ftrengths if it has not alfo acquir’d a

« farther Reputation, by occafion of this

« founfuccefsful nibling at it. “But fup-
« pofe the “‘Bifbop had difarm’d the Gentle- :
“ man, what is that tous 2 Do we offer this
« “Book againft the Trinity of the Realifis?
« Was 1t written with Intention to ferve us? |
< Does it contain any of our Allegations from
« Reafon, againft the Trinity of Philoponus, |
¢ Joachim, axd Gentilis? We defire him -
« to anfwer to the Reafons in our own
« Books againft the Trinity of the Tritheifis.
« But to thefe he fays not a word, buton-

¢ which, or for which we are not in the leaft
« concern’d. Nor do I think the Learned
¢ and Ingenious Author will hold him-
¢ felfto be interefted to defend that Ghbrif
“ tianity not myflerious with which his
“ Lordfhip prefents us. So far that cele-
brated Onitarian, . .

ally go together, and if the abfence of the
former be no Demontftration that the latter
is alfo wanting, yet queftionlefs it creates
a very reafonable fufpicion of it ; for a bad
Caufe is generally fupported by Violence
and ill Arts, while Truth eftablifhes j¢ feif
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is fo certain, that when an undifcerning
Perfon happers to be engag'd on the right
fide, and employs Force or Calumny in its
- defence, we always find he does it infinite-
ly more harm than good.  That fuch as
receive Gain or Honour by any thing
fhould oppole thofe who goabout to de-
ftroy it, tho with defign to introduce a
better inthe room ofit, is no great wonder
tho it be manifeftly unjult. Thus the Sil-
verfmiths of Epbef/ws headéd by Demetrins

rais'd a mighty “Tumalt againft the Apo-

ftle "Paxl for i}-uinin,g their Trade, which
was folely maintain
tures at the expenee of the Peoples Credu-
lity. The Primitive Chriftians were re-
prefented by the Heathen: Priefts as Athe-
iftical, Rebellious, Inceftuous;, and in a
word, polluted with all manner of Wick-
ednefs and Impiety 5 by which nefarious
Atrtifices they procur’d thofe tnnocent Pet-

fons to be cruélly perfeented with Infamy,

Confifcation, and Deathi it felf in all-its
fhapes, The Waldenfes, Wicclififts, Hyf

fites, ‘and the firlt Reformers were treated

after the fame manner by the Church of
Rome 5 ‘and when they could not feize
their Peérfons; they never fail'd to load ‘em

d by Lies and Impof- -
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‘with hortid;: black,' afid monftrous Afper-

fions, that they might not be' wanting to
| - C4 pre-
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prejudice ‘em all manner of ways, asif this
had been the very Method prefcribdd in
the Gofpel to reduce the Erroneous. Thus
we read fuch accounts of Lwther and Cal-
win's Lives publith’d by the Monks of thofe
Times, as paint ‘em worfe than Devils,and
that make their Do&rine as different from
what we know it tobe, as the Hiftorians
were from telling Truth.

I am forry to obferve among us any
Remains of that implacable and bitter Spi-
rit, tho fuch as diftinguifh themfelves by
their eminent Vertues retain no tinfure of
fomean and bafe a Difpofition. The Cha-
ra&er which that moft excellent Perfon the
late Archbifbop of Canterbury has left on Re-
cord of the Socinians (when he was ftre-
nuoufly arguing againft their Opinions)
ought to be a Model which no body
fhould be atham’d to imitate. He did not
think to leffen hisown Reputation, or to

Pour Serm. hurt his Canfe, ‘when he frankly acknow-

gg‘g;{’ P-"’." ledg'd them tobe a Pattermof the fair way
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.of difputing, and debating matters of Religi-
on without Heat and unfeemly Refleiions up-
or their Aduverfaries. They generdlly argue
wwatters with that Temper and Gravity, fays
he, and with that freedome from Paffiom and
Tranfport which becomes a ferions and weigh-
b drgment : and for the mofi part they 7}“

i o o - Joy
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om clofely and clearly, with extraordinary
gward and caution, with great dexterity and
decency s and yet with fimartnefs and [ubtlety
snough, with a very gentle beat and few bard
words : Vertues ta be prais'd wherever they
sre found, yea even in an Enewry, and very
worthy our Imitation. Yet thisgreat Man,
who fo candidly reprefents his Adverfaries,
was himfelf moft fcurriloufly and unwor-
tbtl handl'd by his own and the Enemies

Government. And here I muft do
luﬁlee to Dr. Payne lately deceasd, who,
1s he tells the World in his Letter to the
Rithop of Rockefler, was defird by his
Srace the prefent Arch-bifhop of Canterbu-

# to anfwer Mr. Toland 5 and why fhould

jotevery body that fhinks him i the
g take the fame liberty of writing
him, as he did to publith his
uoughts before? Now if Mr. Tolands
v Judgment ought to be receiv’d in this
the Do&or hasin his two Sermons
‘more againft him than the Bifhop of
f’mﬂcr, Mr. Nerris, the Anonymous
Jmian, the Author of the Occafional Pa-
# Mr.Beverly, Mr. Gailbard, Mr. Browne,

/ny other Anfwerer s and yet inftead of

mfes, with fome little warmth, fuch

Aing him like a Dominican Inguifisor,
l AvgandGhnlhanl-anguageasmewsMhu

4
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Metropolitan’s Judgment and Moderation
in pitching upon him, as well as his own
Skill and Sincerity in the management of
his Truft.

Drhaynes  « Wemuflt hold this Myftery of Faith

a5 « (fays Dr. Payne, fpeaking to his Audito-

¢ ry) witha.Chrifiian good Temper, and

 not lofe that while we are contending

- & for the othgr 5 nor let our Contentions

¢« grow fowarm and intémperate, {o fierce

¢ and cruel as to forget and violate the

¢« plain Morals of Chriftianity, while we

¢ are over earneftly difputing forthe Faith

~ “ ofits or perhaps only for fome gdjé and

< mifiaken, or atleaf? fome ufelefs Opinions,

“ and over-nice and fubtle Comtroverfies

% gbowt it. This has been the fault of

¢ thofe who have contended more for

¢ ViQory than Truth, and more for their
¢ own Credit and Vain-glory than the

“ Chriftian Faith 3 who tho they may be

“ in the right, as 'tis ten to one that |
“ they are not ( for Truth feldom
“ dwells with fuch e Spirit of Rage, and
¢ “Pride, and Paffion, but rather with « |
“ quite other Tewper) yet they greatly |
* differve the Caunfe they fo unduly ma- |
“ nage. And as they are never like to
“ convince their Adverfaries; 0 they 1

“ give others juft ground to. ffped® 'th:;
" o S
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they fupply want of better Reafon and

fironger Arguments with weak and impo-

tent Calumny, with undecent and wnbe-
coming Re flections. Thisis as Criminal
and as Uncbriftian as the Error or the
Herefy they are {0 zcalous againft 5 and
*tisto bedoybted -tis rather a fulfe Fire
and a kypocritical Zeal, not for the Caufe
of God fo much as their own 5 and that
this is kindl’d not froms the Altar, but fome
othér place. and blown wp by fome private

PIQUE axd finifter Defigns, that thus

blazes aut to fuch an outrageous degree
as to confume and deftroy, not only
its Adverfaries if it were in its power,
but even the moft vital and fubftantial
Parts of Chriftianity, even Peace, Love,
and Charity 5 .and contends for the Chrif-
tian Faith with fuch a moft Diabolical

and Unchriftian Temper. This is very

far from the Spirit of Chrift and Chrifti-

anity 5 and however precious the Faith

be, yet the Apoltle tells us, #f we bad
all Faith,and underficod all Myfteries,and
all Knowledg, yet withowt Gharity we are
nothing, however great we may bein
our own Thoughts. And fuch a Zeal
of Sowrnefs and Bitternefs, as i is geme-
rally withows Knowledg, (o it is always

withowt Religioe 3 and tho it beld the My~

§ fiery
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< flery of Faith (and do not rather per--

« vert and corrupt it) yet, to be fure,

“ this is not, according to the Apoftles

« Advice, iz a pure Gonfcience.

There needs no more to be added in
this place but a fincere acknowledgment
from Mr. Toland, that (notwitbftanding
any Prejudices he may be fuppos'd to en-

tertain again(t Jreland) he met there, and
had the Honour to be acquainted witha -

great many worthy Gentlemen, who by
their extraordinary Parts, Education, and
Vertues, merit to be diftinguithd in any
Country of the World. He knows feve-
ral Men and Women (and doubtlefs there
are or fhould be more) who don’t confige
all Salvation to the narrow Limitsof a Se,
nor miftake the affeted Phrafes of any
Party for the only true Chriftianity: who
neither hate nor defpife others for differ-
ing from them in Qpizion, no more than
in Features or Complexion; knowin
that nobody can believe as he pleafes, an
it were the higheft Injuftice to expe& a
Man fhould profefs with his Mouth what
in his Heart be detefts : Perfons who can
live eafily with all Men, as being of one
Race, and fellow-Citizens of the fame
World ;5 not denying any body the liber-
by of improving the Happinefs of the Suci-

: ety
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ety by his Invention, Learning, Induftry,
or Example : And who, in a word, are
"not willing to deprive themfelves of real
and certain Advantages for the fake of un-
certain, contefted, or ufclefs Speculations 5
as if one that wants it thould rejet the pro-
fer’d Service of an honeft and able Accoun-
tant, becaufe he believes not a World in

the Moon; or not allow an Ingenious

Man’s Converfation to be agreeable, for

" ridiculing the Fable of St. Patrick’s Purga--

tory. As for the Publick Peace, which is
pretended to be endangerd by a TOLE-
RATION, it has been difturbd or fub-
verted in all Agesand Placesof the Warld,
not either by Comfciemtions or Enquiring
. Men, but by thofe who no lefs dogmatical-
ly than tyrannically impofé upon their Un-
derftandings 5 and who, in fpite of all their
Difg.uifés, appear tobe much more con-
cernd for SOVERAIGNTY than RE-
FORMATION. °Tis likewife clear as the
Sun they were Mr. Toland’s Enemies that
made, or continue all the needlefs ftir a-
bout his Book, and not his Friends, who
only alted defenfively for the Common Li-
berty of Mankind, but not upon his private
account. Nor does he (who, one would
think, fhould know it beft) believe any
Perfonsin Ireland or elfcwhere ﬁVerl’d
m
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- him a jot the more for writing that Tres

tife5 and ifthey did, he was never yet in
form'd of this aeceflory Kindnefs either by

- themfclves, or others by their Deputation

neither doeshe make returns of Love o
Refpett toany body living upon this men
Confideration. :

- Qui flatuit aliguid, parte inaudita altera

quum. licet fiatwerit, kaxd Hquus efi
Seneca
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