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Introduction
The Love of God

Source

Lectures and sermons given during nearly two
decades of Oswald Chambers’ life.

Publication History

The messages in this book were originally
published as articles, leaflet sermons, and individual
booklets. In 1965, six booklets were combined in a

single volume and published as a hardcover book
titted 7he Love of God.

The Love of God (1938): David Lambert” identifies
the first two chapters as messages given during
Chambers’ years in Dunoon, Scotland™ (1897-
1906), and the final chapter “If God Is Love—Why?”
as a message given to soldiers at Zeitoun, Egypt,” in
1917. This final chapter was printed as a leaflet
sermon in 1918 and distributed in Egypt and in
England.

" David Lambert (1871-1961): Methodist minister and friend of Oswald
Chambers. Assisted Mrs. Chambers with OC publications from 1917-1961.
"Dunoon, Scotland. A small town west of Glasgow; Chambers spent 1897-
1906 at Dunoon Theological College as a student, then as a tutor.

" Zeitoun (zay TOON). An area 6 miles NE of Cairo. Site of YMCA camp,
Egypt General Mission compound and a large base area for British,
Australian and New Zealand troops. Site of the Imperial School of Instruction
(1916-1919).
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The Ministry of the Unnoticed (1936): These are
three talks that were given to students at the Bible
Training College,” London, between 1911 and 1915,
most likely during the weekly devotional hour. They
were published individually as Ieaflet sermons
before being issued as a booklet in 1936.

The Message of Invincible Consolation (1931):
David Lambert identifies the material in 7he
Message of Invincible Consolation as “two talks
given at an Annual Meeting of the League of
Prayer,” on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.” Also included is
“The Worker and Things As They Are,” likely spoken
to a League audience as well.

These appeared as articles in Spiritual Life

magazine from September through November
1930.

The Making of a Christian (1918; 1935): Used as
a topic in Chambers’ Bible correspondence course
series, for which Oswald wrote the following
introduction:

The object of these studies is to stimulate
thinking along Christian lines. So many
among us have a good spiritual experience,
but have never thought things out on
Christian lines. It is just as true that a man may

"Bible Training College: Residential school near Clapham Common in SW
London, sponsored by the League of Prayer. Oswald Chambers was
Principal and main teacher; Biddy Chambers was Lady Superintendent.
Known as the BTC, it opened in 1911 and closed in July 1915 because of
World War 1.

"Pentecostal League of Prayer: founded in London in 1891 by Reader Harris
(1847-1909), prominent barrister; friend and mentor of Oswald Chambers.
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LIVE a Christian life without THINKING it as
that a man may THINK a Christian life without
LIVING it; but to combine the two means that
great help may be rendered during times of
confusion, turmoil and tension Iike the
present. Bear in mind that Christian growth is
based on the regeneration of a man’s soul
through Redemption.

These studies were also delivered as blackboard
talks to the troops stationed at the Imperial School
of Instruction, Zeitoun, Egypt, during July 1917.
Chambers, ever the teacher, frequently lettered the
complete outline of his lecture on a blackboard
before launching into his subject. The Making of a
Christian was printed in Egypt in 1918 as a small
booklet and made available to the soldiers. In 1935,
Mrs. Chambers published a new edition of the book,
edited for reading rather than for study.

Now Is It Possible (1934): Three talks given to
students at the Bible Training College,” London,
between 1911 and 1915.

The Graciousness of Uncertainty (1938): Meeting
at a Sunday morning communion service, Zeitoun

YMCA Camp, Egypt, on October 15, 1916. This
sermon was omitted when 7he Love of God was

"Bible Training College (BTC), London, 1911-1915.
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printed as a paperback in 1973; it is included in this
volume, along with the foreword to the first edition.
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The Love of God

God is Love.

God is love. No one but God could have revealed
that to the world, for men, and we all indeed, see
nothing but its contradiction in our own limited
world of experience. It needs but little imagination
to construe the life of hundreds of this great city's
inhabitants into a vehement laughter at such a
declaration as “God is love.” From shattered, broken
lives, from caverns of despair where fiends seem
living rather than men, comes the existing
contradiction to any such statement. No wonder the
carnal mind, the merely intellectually cultured,
consider us infatuated, mere dreamers, talking of
love when murder and war and famine and lust and
pestilence, and all the refinement of selfish cruelty is
abroad in the earth. But, oh the sublimity of the
Abraham-like faith that dares to place the centre of
its life and confidence and action and hope in an
unseen and apparently unknown God, saying, “God
is love,” in spite of all appearances to the contrary;
saying “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him.” Such faith is counted to a man for
righteousness .

Look back over your own history as revealed to
you by grace, and you will see one central fact
growing large—God is love. No matter how often
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your faith in such an announcement was clouded,
no matter how the pain and suffering of the moment
made you speak in a wrong mood, still this
statement has borne its own evidence along with it
most persistently—God is love. In the future, when
trial and difficulties await you, do not be fearful,
whatever and whoever you may lose faith in, let not
this faith slip from you—God is Love; whisper it not
only to your heart in its hour of darkness, but here
in your corner of God’s earth and man'’s great city,
live in the belief of it; preach it by your sweetened,
chastened, happy life; sing it in consecrated
moments of peaceful joy, sing until the world
around you

‘is wrought
To sympathy with hopes and fears it heeded
not.”

The wortld does not bid you sing, but God does.
Song is the sign of an unburdened heart; then sing
your songs of love unbidden, ever rising higher and
higher into a fuller conception of the dreatest,
grandest fact on the stage of Time—God is Love.

But words and emotions pass, precious as their
influence may be for the time, so when the duller
moments come and the mind comes to require
something more certain and sure to consider than
the memory of mere emotions and stirring
sentiments—consider this revelation, the eternal fact
that God is Love, not, God is loving. God and love
are synonymous. Love is not an attribute of God, it
is God; whatever God is, love is. If your conception
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of love does not agree with justice and judgment
and purity and holiness, then your idea of love is
wrong. It is not love you conceive of in your mind,
but some vague infinite foolishness, all tears and
softness and of infinite weakness.

1. God Is Love—In His Very Nature

Some exceptionally gifted men may derive their
conception of God from other sources than the
Bible, but all | know of God I have got from the Bible,
and those who taught me got what they taught from
the Bible. In all my dreams and imaginings and
visions I see God, but it is the God of the Bible that I
see, and [ feel Him to be near me. I see ever amid
the mysteries of Providence and Grace and Creation
“a Face like my face,” and “a Hand like this hand,”
and [ have learned to love God Who gave me such
a sure way of knowing Him and left me not to
the vain imaginations of my own sin-warped
intellect.

In Creation. The love of God gives us a new
method of seeing Nature. His voice is on the rolling
air, we see Him in the rising sun, and in the setting
He is fair; in the singing of the birds, in the love of
human hearts, the voice of God is in all. Had we but
ears to hear the stars singing, to catch the glorious
pealing anthem of praise echoing from the hills of
immortality by the heavenly hosts!

In His Wisdom. God did not create man as a
puppet to please a despotic idea of His own, He
created us out of the superabundant flow of
overflowing love and goodness, He created us
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susceptible of all the blessedness which He had
ordained for us. He “thought” us in the rapture of
His own great heart, and lo, we are! Created in the
image of God we, innocent of evil, of great God-like
capacities.

In His Power. The whole world moves but to His
great inscrutable will, animate and inanimate
creation, the celestial bodies moving on their orbits,
the globe with all its diversified issues and
accompaniments, are all subservient to this end.

Yes, God is good, in earth and sky,
In ocean depth and swelling wood,
Ten thousand voices ever cry,

God made us all, and God is good.

In His Holiness. God walked with man and talked
with him, He told him His mind, and showed him
the precise path in which he must walk in order to
enjoy the happinesses He had ordained for him; He
rejoiced in the fulness of His nature over man as His
child, the offspring of His love. He left nothing
unrevealed to man; He loved him. Oh, the joy and
rapture of God the Father over man His son!

In His Justice. God showed to man that
compliance with His dictates would ever mean
eternal bliss and joy unspeakable and life and
knowledge for evermore, but that ceasing to comply
would mean loss of life with God and eternal death.

That was in the world’s bright morning when the
morning stars sang together and all creation leapt in
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joy, but the wild, wild desolation of sin and
disobedience and pride and selfish sinfulness
entered and drave a great gulf between God's
children and Himself. But, as ever, Love found a
way, God came to us and for us, and we this day
with chastened hearts and quivering lips and
glistening eyes, yet with love deep and strong in our
hearts, say all afresh with deep adoration, God is
Love.

If God exhibits such glorious love in His Nature,
what, oh what, shall we say of the glories of the
dispensation of His Grace! That God would have
walked this earth had sin never entered is very likely,
yet sin did not refrain Him from graciously walking
and revealing Himself in communion with men. No,
still He came. But men were so blinded by sin that
they saw Him not, they knew Him not, while He
hewed a way back through the hard face of sin to
the heavenly shores.

2. The Gift of God’s Only Begotten Son

The gift of God’s only begotten Son surely reveals
His love in an amazing degree—"“He that spared not
His own Son"—till now it matters not how bad a
man is, if he will but lift his eyes to the Cross he shall
be saved. But yet so blinded and infatuated and
imbecile has man become by sin that he can see
nothing in the life of Christ save the evidence of a
beautiful, good life, the best of human beings, living
misunderstood, suffering, dying as a martyr. To
meet this difficulty Love itself gave another gift—the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
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3. The Gift of the Holy Spirit

When He shines on the Historic Christ, all the
great and grey outlines spring into glorious relief and
colour and beauty, and the soul amazed, calls
out, “My Lord and my God.”

When the Holy Spirit has begun His gracious work
in your soul and heart by making it tremulously
expectant, you see a new light on the Cross and the
“martyr” becomes the Saviour of the world. “Surely
He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:
yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for ouriniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with
His stripes we are healed” (1v).

Though it is too difficult, nay impossible, to trace
that God is love by mere unaided human intellect, it
is not impossible to the intuitions of faith. Lift up
your eyes and look abroad over the whole earth,
and in the administration of God’'s moral
government you will begin to discern that God is
love, that over sin and war and death and hell He
reigns supreme, that His purposes are ripening fast.
We must by holy contemplation of all we have
considered keep ourselves in the love of God, then
we shall not be able to despond for long. The love
of God performs a miracle of grace in graceless
human hearts. Human love and lesser loves must
wither into the most glorious and highest love of all,
viz., the love of God. Then we shall see not only
each other’'s faults, we shall see the highest
possibilities in each other, and shall love each other
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for what God will yet make of us. Nothing is too hard
for Godtt, no sin too difficult for His love to
overcome, not a failure but He can make it a
success.

God is Love—one brief sentence, you can print it
on a ring: it is the Gospel. A time is coming when
the whole round world will know that God reigns
and that God is Love, when hell and heaven, life and
death, sin and salvation, will be read and
understood aright at last.

God is Love—a puzzle text, to be solved slowly,
as with tears and penitence, by prayer and joy, by
vision and faith, and, last, by death.
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Keep Yourselves in the Love of
God

Jude 20-21

Keep yourselves in the love of God.

The love of God! We have lost it to-day; we have
turned our back on the ocean and are looking out
over barren colourless hills for the ocean'’s fulness.
We need converting again—turning round, and
there basks the ocean’s fulness, whose waves
sparkle and ripple on fathomless deeps and
fulnesses. We are too introspective to-day, we
mourn and wonder, then lifted on waves of feeling,
we glow and say we love God, but again our feelings
ebb and flow and we mourn. Christianity is not a
thing of times and seasons, but of God and faith.
Drink deep and full of the love of God and you will
not demand the impossible from earth’s loves, and
the love of wife and child, of husband and friend,
will grow holier and healthier and simpler and
grander.

But there are initial stages to be considered before
we come to the glorious exhortation. The love of
God is not revealed by intellectual discernment, it is
a spiritual revelation. What ups and downs we
experience because we build not on faith but on
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feeling, not on the finished work of Christ but on our
own work and endeavour and experience.

“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your
most holy faith . . .” Is that what you are doing every
day? Do you have family worship? Do you have
private devotions? Do you read your Bible more and
more? Can you answer “Yes” to these questions, or
is an hesitant “No” given by your spirit to God?
Family worship is so far off, so remote, you
remember your father and mother who prayed and
talked of sin and righteousness and judgment to
come, but you have other things to heed; you,
forsooth, are more enlightened, you read sceptical
books, controversial books, that attack the
foundations of your faith. If these things have crept
in unawares into our hearts, let us get back in
penitence and consider what is the foundation on
which we must build our most holy faith, viz.,
that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (rv). Let
us get down to the Cross, to the broken heart of our
God, down to the propitiation for our sinst; let us put
away the books that have sapped our faith; let us
cut off the interests and the companionships that
have weighed our lives down to the dust, and
looking to Jesus, let us build ourselves up on our
most holy faith.

“praying in the Holy Ghost . . .” That is the next
step after laying the foundation of faith. Nothing is
so hard as to pray aright. Do you pray for God'’s
servants till your heart glows? Do you ask for your
minister that he may be set ablaze with Divine fire?
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Do you pray Sunday after Sunday that souls may be
converted to God? “Praying in the Holy Ghost™—
have you ever asked for the Holy Spirit? We can
only keep ourselves in the love of God by building
up ourselves on our most holy faith and by Holy
Ghost praying, and by nothing else. If we try to fight
God’s battles with our own weapons, in our own
moral resisting power, we shall fail, and fail
miserably; but if we use the spiritual weapons' of
implicitly trusting in God and maintaining a simple
relationship to Jesus Christ by praying in the Holy
Ghost, we shall never fail.

“. . . keep yourselves in the love of God.” We
know how to keep ourselves in health, how to keep
ourselves in knowledge, and so on; but to keep
ourselves in the love of God is a big order, and our
minds are exercised to know what Jude means by
this exhortation. Does it mean by relaxing all
stringency and carefulness to slip out into a broad,
humanitarian spirit—"God is love™: “God’s in His
heaven—all's right with the world”? No, it cannot
mean anything so natural as that, otherwise we had
no need of an inspired writer to tell us to do it, and
beside, Jude strikes terrible notes of warning (see vv.
17-19). “Keep yourselves in the love of God” refers
very clearly to something distinct and special,
something revealed in the direct will of God; a
spiritual endeavour that we must consider, and
consider carefully with the Holy Spirit's help.

“Keep” means work. It is not a lazy floating, it is
work. Work, or you will depart from the love of God.
Begin to trace the finger of God and the love of God
in the great calamities of earth, and in the calamities
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that have befallen you. In sweat of brain and spirit,
work, agonise at times, to keep yourself in the love
of God. It is our wisdom, our happiness, our security
to keep ourselves in the love of God. How do I keep
myself in any sphere but by using every means to
abide in it? If I wish to keep in the spiritual sphere of
the love of God I must use the great organ of the
spiritual realm, faith. “God loves me"—say it o'er
and o'er and o'er, heedless of your feelings that
come and go. Do not live at a distance from God,
live near Him, delighting yourself in Him. Remove
all barriers of selfishness and fear, and plunge into
the fathomless love of God.

“Keep yourselves in the love of God,” not “keep
on loving God,” none can do that. When once you
have understood the truth about your own heart’s
sinfulness, think not again of it, but look at the great,
vast, illimitable magnificence of the love of God. Oh
may we be driven, driven further and further out into
the ocean fulness of the love of God! only taking care
that nothing entices us out again.

“Who shall separate us from the Iove of
Christ?” Oh, the fulness of peace and joy and
gladness when we are persuaded that nothing “shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

December 14, 1916, Alexandria, Egypt. Also given at
Zeitoun.”

"Zeitoun (zay TOON). An area 6 miles NE of Cairo. Site of YMCA camp,
Egypt General Mission compound and a large base area for British,

Australian and New Zealand troops. Site of the Imperial School of Instruction
(1916-1919).
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If God Is Love—Why?

It is easy to say “God is love” when there is no
war and when everything is going well; but it is not
so easy to say when everything that happens
actually gives the lie to it. For instance, when a man
realises he has an incurable disease, or a severe
handicap in life, or when all that is dear has been
taken from a man, for that man to say, as he faces
these things, “God is love,” means he has got hold
of something the average man has missed.

Love is difficult to define, but the working
definition I would like to give is that “Love is the
sovereign preference of my person for another
person, embracing everyone and everything in that
preference.”

Run your idea for all it is worth. When we are
young we think things are simpler than they are; we
have an idea for every domain. A man says he is a
materialist, or an agnostic, or a Christian, meaning
he has only one main idea, but very few will run that
idea for all it is worth, yet this is the only way to
discover whether it will work, and the same thing is
true in the idea of the Christian religion that God is
Love.

1. Nature of God’'s Love
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But God commendeth His own love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans
5:8rv)

The love of God is different from the love of
everyone else. “God commendeth His own love
toward us” (rv); it is not the love of a father or
mother, or a wife or lover, it is of such a peculiar
stamp that it has to be recommended to us, we do
not believe God'’s love.

(a) The Foundation of God's Love

The foundation of God's Iove, i.e,,
holiness—"without which no man shall see the
Lord.” God’s love then must be the justification of
His holiness. Remember our definition—Iove is the
sovereign preference of my person for another
person, embracing everyone and everything in that
preference. If God’s nature is holy, His love must be
holy Ilove, seeking to embrace everyone and
everything until we all become holy.

(b) The Features of God's Love

The features of God’s love, i.e., the way His love
as revealed in the Bible manifests itself in common
life, are unfamiliar to us; the average common-sense
man is completely puzzled by such a verse as John
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3:16. The revelation of Christianity has to do with
the foundation of things, not primarily with actual
life, and when the Gospel is proclaimed it is
proclaimed as the foundation. The features of God’s
love are that if we will commit ourselves to Him, He
will impart to us the very nature of His Son. “The gift
of God is eternal life.”

(c) The Fact of God'’s Love (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). These are subjects
that have no weight with us in our ordinary way of
looking at things, they do not live in the same street,
because they are not in the street, but in the
foundation of things. When war or some other thing
hits us hard and knocks us out of the commonplace,
we are prepared to listen to what the Bible has to
say, and we discover the Bible deals with the
foundation of things that lie behind our common-
sense life. The Bible does not deal with the domain
of commonsense facts, we get at those by our
senses; the Bible deals with the world of revelation
facts which we only get at by faith in God.

2. Nature and God’s Love
For the earnest expectation of the

creation waiteth for the revealing of the
sons of God. (Romans 8:19 rv)

Does Nature exhibit the Creator as a God of love?
If so, then why is Nature a scene of rapine and
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murder? Has the Bible anything to say about it, any
revelation that explains it? Try and weave a
conception of God out of Jesus Christ’s presentation
of Him and then look at life as it is, and you will find
that God, as He is revealed in Jesus Christ, is flatly
contradicted in the natural world. God is the only
Being Who can afford to be misunderstood; He
deliberately stands aside and lets Himself be
slandered and misrepresented; He never vindicates
Himself.

When we touch the cosmic force apart from the
“blinkers” of intellect, there is a wild problem in it.
Nature is wild not tame. Modern science would have
us believe it is tame, that we can harness the sea
and the air. Quite true, if we only read scientific
manuals, and deal with successful experiments; but
after a while we discover that there are elements
which knock men’s calculations on the head and
prove that the universe is wild and unmanageable
and yet God in the beginning created man to have
dominiont over it! The reason he cannot is because
he has twisted the order and become master of
himself, instead of recognising God’s dominion over
him. Jesus Christ belonged to the order of things
God originally intended for mankind; He was
easily Master of the life of the sea and air eartht. If
we want to know what the human race will be like
on the basis of Redemption, we shall find it mirrored
in Jesus Christ, a perfect oneness between God and
mantt. In the meantime there is a gap, and the
universe is wild. Paul says that creation is out of gear
and twisted, that it is waiting for the manifestation of
the sons of God. The New Testament view of Nature
is that it is subject to bondage, that it is in a
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disorganised condition, out of gear with God's
purpose; it is twisted and will only be right when
God and man are again one.

God is responsible for the established order of
nature, so if God created Nature and we have not
the Spirit of God, we shall never interpret the order
of Nature as God does.

(a) The Indifference of Nature

“Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field: in the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground . . . (Genesis 3:18-19). This needs
an explanation no man can reach by common
sense. The Bible says the reason Nature is
indifferent is because it became disorganised
through the disobedience of the Federal Head! of the
human race. The indifference of nature hits us sorely
when our hearts are stirred by bereavement—the
inscrutable sadness of nature on the human spirit.
The early mornings, the late at nights, sea scenes
and mountain scenes, awaken in the sensitive
human spirit not in touch with God, an ineffable
sadness, ages weary, ages sad, ages worn out,
pointing to this very fact that God is amazingly
remote from man because man has externalised
himself.

(6) The Iniquity of Nature

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea” (Revelation
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21:1). There is nothing more cruel than the sun, or
more blasting than the desert. There is an element
of twisted spite in the sea, in certain aspects of
human life; a sailor’s wife, for instance, has reason
to have a deep fear and hatred of the sea. In the
jungles of vast continents the most cruel and
unspeakable horrors take place. These are some
things that make it the height of impertinence to say
glibly, “God is love.”

(c) The Infidelity of Nature

“ The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, . . . they
shall not hAurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain:
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:6, 9).
Isaiah is speaking of a time when all the indifference
and iniquity and infidelity of Nature will be gone,
when “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb"™—a
relationship will exist which now is inconceivable; at
present the lamb lies down inside the wolf! Earth is
man’'s domaint, but the Bible talks about a
“hereafter” without the sin and iniquity, “a new
heaven and a new earth.” We are going to be here,
marvellously redeemed, in this wonderful place
which God made very beautiful, and which has been
played havoc with by sin.

3. Nations and God's Love

The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His
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Christ; and He shall reign for ever and
ever. (Revelation 11:15)

We talk about a Christian nation—there never has
been such a thing. There are Christians in the
nations, but not Christian nations. The constitution
of nations is the same as that of a human being.
There is a difference between individuality and
personality: individuality is all elbows and must
stand alone; personality is something that can be
merged and blended. Individuality is the husk of the
personal life; when personal life is emancipated,
individuality goes. So with nations. The kingdoms of
this world have become intensely individualistic,
with no love for God, or care for one another. The
insistence of nations is that they must keep the
national peace—in the way they have been doing it!
In the whirlwind of nations, such as is on just now
many men have lost—not their faith in God (I never
met a man who lost his faith in God), but their belief
in their beliefs, and for a while they think they have
lost their faith in God. They have lost the conception
which has been presented to them as God, and are
coming to God on a new line.

(a) The Origin of Nations (Genesis 11:1-9)

“And the whole earth was of one language, and
of one speech. . . . Therefore is the name of it called
Babel; because the Lord did there confound the
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language of all the earth: and from thence did the
Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the
earth” (Genesis 11:1, 9). According to the Bible,
nations as we know them are the outcome of what
ought never to have been. Civilisation was founded
on murder, and the basis of our civilised life is
competition. There are grand ingredients in
civilisation, it is full of shelter and protection, but its
basis is not good. We each belong to a nation, and
each nation imagines that God is an Almighty
representative of that nation. If nations are right,
which is the right one?

(6) The Object of Nations

“From whence come wars and fightings among
you?. .. Ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because
ye ask not” (James 4:1-2). The question is on the
lips of people to-day, “Is war of the devil or of God?”
It is of neither, it is of men, though both God and the
devil are behind it. War is a conflict of wills, either in
individuals or in nations. As sure as there is will
versus will, there must be punch versus punch. This
is the object of nations. They will assert their rule
and independence and refuse to be downtrodden. If
we cannot by diplomacy make our wills bear on
other people, then the last resort is war, and always
will be until Jesus Christ brings in His Kingdom.

There is one thing worse than war and that is sin,
the thing that startles us is not the thing that startles
God. We are scared and terrorised when our social
order is broken, when thousands of men are killed,
and well we may be, but how many of us in times
of peace and civilisation bother one iota about the
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state of men’s hearts towards God? Yet that is the
thing that produces pain in the heart of God, not the
wars and devastations that so upset us.

(c) The Obliteration of Nations

“And there followed great voices in heaven, and
they said [rv], The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ;
and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Revelation
11:15). In these last days there is an idea that we
are going to dominate everything by a perfect
brotherhood. Any mind that expresses its view of
the future says we are heading up into a federation
of religions and nations when distinctions will be
obliterated and there will be a great and universal
Brotherhood. The quarrels of nations make men
look forward to the time when nations will be
federated out of independent existence. That is a
revolt which is a mental safety valve only. Peter says
God is “longsuffering to us-ward.” At present He is
giving men opportunity to try every line they like in
individual life as well as in the life of the nations at
large. Some things have not been tried yet, and if
God were to cut us off short we would say, “If You
had left us a bit longer we could have realised our
ideal of society and national life.” God is allowing us
to prove to the hilt that it cannot be done in any other
way than Jesus Christ said, viz., by a personal
relationship to God through Jesus Christ Who is God
and Man—One. When sooner or later we come to
the end of our tether, we hear Jesus Christ
say: “Blessed are the poor in spirit"—"If you ask
God, He will give you the Holy Spirit,” i.e., an
unsullied heredity through Jesus Christ.
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That is how the love of God comes in, and why it
has to be such a long way round is because He
is “bringing many sons unto glory,” not
mechanisms, but men, full-orbed and sensible all
through. Jesus Christ never used a revivalistic
meeting to take a man off his guard and then say,
“Believe in Me.” He always puts the case to a man
in cold blood, He even seemed to spurn men when
they wanted to follow Him (see Luke 9:57-62).
“Another convert to My cause.” Not a bit. “Take time
and consider what you are doing, are you ready to
hear what I have to say?”

The love of God is going to embrace everyone
and everything in the sovereign preference of His
person, which is for His Son. God purposes that
everyone of us shall partake of the very essential
nature of Jesus Christ and stand in complete union
with Himselftt, even as Jesus did. Faith in God is a
terrific venture in the dark, we have to believe
that God is love in spite of all that contradicts it.
Every soul represents some kind of battlefield. The
great point for the Christian is to remain perfectly
confident in God. Paul says that when the sons of
God are manifested, and everything is in a right
relationship with God and expressed in devotion to
Jesus Christ, all the wildness and contradiction in
Nature and in nations will cease, and the Love of
God will be the great Reality.
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The Ministry of the Unnoticed

I will be as the dew unto Israel- he shall
blossom as the lily. Hosea 14:5 (rv)

The New Testament notices things which from
our standpoint do not seem to count. For instance,
Our Lord called only twelve disciples, but what
about all those other disciples of His who were not
specially called? The twelve disciples were called for
a special purpose; but there were hundreds who
followed Jesus and were sincere believers in Him
who were unnoticed. We are apt to have a
disproportionate view of a Christian because we
look only at the exceptions. The exceptions stand
out as exceptions. The extraordinary conversions
and phenomenal experiences are magnificent
specimen studies of what happens in the life of
everyone, but not one in a million has an experience
such as the Apostle Paul had. The majority of us are
unnoticed and unnoticeable people. If we take the
extraordinary experience as a model for the
Christian life, we erect a wrong standard without
knowing it, and in the passing of the years we
produce that worst abortion, the spiritual prig—an
intolerant un-likeness to Jesus Christ. The man or
woman who becomes a spiritual prig does so by
imperceptible degrees, but the starting-point is a
departure from the evangel of the New Testament
and a building up on the evangel of Protestantism.
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1. The Unaffected Loveliness of the
Commonplace

Blessed are the poor in spirit. (Matthew
5:3)

Literally: “Blessed are the paupers in spirit.”( A
pauper is exceedingly commonplace! The average
type of preaching emphasises strength of will,
beauty of character—the things that can be easily
noticed. The phrase “Decide for Christ” which we so
frequently hear is too often an emphasis on the thing
Our Lord never trusted. Our Lord never asks us to
decide for Him: He asks us to yreld to Him—a very
different matter.

At the basis of Our Lord's Kingdom is this
unaffected loveliness of the commonplace. The
thing in which [ am blessed is my poverty. If [ know
I have no strength of will, no nobility of disposition,
then, says Jesus, “Blessed are you,” because it is
through that poverty that I enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven. I cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven as a
good man or woman; [ can only enter the Kingdom
of Heaven as a complete pauper.

(a) The Influence of Disadvantage
As the lily among thorns, so is my love

among the daughters. (Song of
Solomon 2:2)
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The lily Solomon refers to is as common as our
daisy, but a perfume pervades it. The illustration is
as if a traveller were passing a field and suddenly a
fragrant aroma was wafted to him from a bush;
marvelling at the sweetness, he looked into the bush
and found a lily growing in its bosom. People come
to a good but worldly home, and say, “What a
beautiful influence comes from that home!” But
begin to draw aside the ordinary commonplace
things of the home, and you discover that tucked
away somewhere is a mother or a daughter who is
really a “lily” of the Lord. Or take it in connection
with individual lives, we may see a man who is
generally disadvantaged in appearance or in
education, a thoroughly commonplace man, yet a
marvellous influence radiates from him. Our Lord is
spoken of as “a root out of a dry ground™—
thoroughly disadvantaged, that is what Isaiah says
the Hero of God will be like.

The true character of the loveliness that tells for
God is always unconscious. Conscious influence is
priggish and un-Christian. When we begin to wonder
whether we are of any use, we instantly lose the
bloom of the touch of the Lord. Jesus says—"He that
believeth on Me,” out of him “shall flow rivers of
living water.” If we begin to examine outflow, we
lose touch with the Source. We have to pay attention
to the Source and God will look after the outflow.

The same thing is true with regard to the “passion
for souls,” the great craze for successful service. Our
Lord told the disciples not to rejoice in successful
service, but to rejoice because they were rightly
related to Him (see Luke 10:18-20). The danger in
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all these things is that we are apt to make the effect
the cause. Who are the people who have influenced
us most? Certainly not the priggish men and
women, but our mothers, our fathers, our sisters—
the ones who had not the remotest idea that they
were influencing us.

(6) The Inspiration of Detail

And the chapiters that were upon the
top of the pillars were of lily work. . . .
(1 Kings 7:19)

The lily work added nothing to the strength of the
building; many would notice the strength and the
majesty of the whole building, but the inspiration of
it all was in the detail, in the “lily work.” In
architecture it is not so much the massive strength
that counts as the finely proportioned ornament,
and that is never obtrusive. If we look at men and
women who have been long at work for God and
have been going through chastening, we notice that
they have lost their individual harshness, lost a great
deal of their apparent go-aheadness for God; but
they have acquired something else, viz. the most
exquisite “lily work” in their lives, and this after all is
the thing most like Jesus Christ. It is the quiet,
undisturbable Divinity that is characteristic of Jesus,
not aggressiveness, and the same is true of God'’s
children. This does not mean that Our Lord is not
aggressive, or that God'’s children are not aggressive,
but it does mean that there is a danger of making so
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much of the aggressive that we neglect the more
important aspect, viz. the ministry of the unnoticed.

God will use any number of extraordinary things
to chisel the detail of His “lily work” in His children.
He will use people who are like hedgehogs, He will
use difficult circumstances, the weather; He will use
anything and everything, no matter what it is, and
we shall always know when God is at work because
He produces in the commonplace something that is
inspiring.

(c) The Implicitness of Distinction

Consider the liffes. . . . (Matthew 6:28')

When Our Lord described the spiritual life, He
always took His illustrations from His Father's
handiwork, never from man’s work. We take our
illustrations from motor-cars, or aeroplanes, or
electric light, or something go-ahead and self-
advertising. We illustrate by means of things which
compel our attention; Jesus mentions things we are
not compelled to look at, things which we would
pass by. How many of us notice sparrows and
daisies and grasst? They are so plentiful that we
ignore them, yet it is these things Jesus tells us to
consider. The characteristic of each of these things
is implicitness, not explicitness. Imagine a lily, if it
could speak, saying, “I am going to be a lily!” A lily
obeys the law of its life where it is placed, it is

unconscious in its growth. In Isaiah 47:7, we read:
“And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever.” The
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characteristic of a lady is implicitness, not
explicitness, and in the same way a Christian is one
in whom the indwelling Spirit of God shines out all
the time. In the Christian life the implicit is never
conscious; if it becomes conscious, it ceases to have
the unaffected loveliness which is the characteristic
of the life of Jesus Christ. Prudery is the outcome of
obedience to a principle; whereas, according to Our
Lord, purity is the outcome of an implicit
relationship. If we look upon purity as the outcome
of obedience to a particular standard, we produce
the opposite of what Our Lord intends. He
said, “Except ye . . . become as little children . . ."t

2. The Unconscious Light in Circumstances

If I then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash
one another’s feet. (John 13:14)

What were the circumstances here? A supper
table, a dozen fishermen, a basin of water, a towel,
and Our Lord washing the feet of the fishermen.
Notice the extraordinary climax to John 13:3—
“Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things
into His hands, and that He was come from God,
and went to God . . .” Had the Transfiguration scene
followed on, we would have felt it to be the right
order; but—"He riseth from supper, and laid aside
His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.
After that He poureth water into a basin, and began
to wash the disciples’ feet.” Could anything be more
sordid and commonplace? But it takes God
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Incarnate to do the most menial task properly. We
may often use a towel to exhibit a characteristic
totally unlike Jesus Christ. Whatever Our Lord
touched became wonderful. Some people do a
certain thing and the way in which they do it hallows
that thing to us for ever afterwards. When Our Lord
does anything, He always transfigures it. Notice the
words that Our Lord glorified. A word that was
scorned when He came was the word “servant,” yet
Jesus said: “I am among you as He that
serveth,” and, “whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all.”t Our Lord took
words that were despised and transfigured their
meaning; He did things that were commonplace and
sordid and ordinary and transfigured them. Our Lord
was the unconscious light in the midst of the most
ordinary circumstances conceivable.

Many who knew Our Lord while He was on earth
saw nothing in Him; only after their disposition had
been altered did they realise Who He was. Our Lord
lived so ordinary a life that no one noticed Him. The
disciples were first attracted to Jesus by their sense
of the heroic and the holy, but it was not until they
had received the Holy Spirit that “their eyes were
opened, and they knew Him.” Could anything more
startling be imagined than for someone to point out
a Nazarene carpenter and say, “That man is God
Incarnate”™? It would sound blasphemous to a
Pharisee.

Our Lord did not say to His disciples: “I have had
a most successful time on Earth, I have addressed
thousands of people and been the means of their
salvation; now you go and do the same kind of
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thing.” He said: “If I then, your Lord and Master,
have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one
another’s feet.” We try to get out of it by washing the
feet of those who are not of our own set. We will
wash the heathen’s feet, the feet in the slums; but
fancy washing my brother’s feet! my wife's! my
husband’s! the feet of the minister of my church!
Our Lord said “one another’s feet.” It is in the
ordinary commonplace circumstances that the
unconscious light of God is seen.

(a) The Irackless Waste

Ye are the light of the world. (Matthew
5:14)

In the New Testament “world” means the system
of things which has been built on God’s earth, the
system of religion or of society or of civilisation that
never takes Jesus Christ into account. Jesus says we
are to be the light there. We need to take on us the
pattern and print of Jesus Christ, not the pattern and
print of the world, and immediately we try to be
what Jesus wants us to be, we shall find the truth of
what He said—"they shall . . . cast out your name
as evil.”* The “camp” to which we belong will do it,
not the world. It is easier to remain true to our camp
than to Jesus, easier to be loyal to our convictions
than to Him.

“Ye are the light of the world.” We have the idea
that we are going to shine in heaven, but we are to
shine down here, “in the midst of a crooked and
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perverse nation” (Philippians 2:15). We are to shine
as lights in the world in the squalid places, and it
cannot be done by putting on a brazen smile, the
light must be there all the time.

“Ye are the light of the world.” We ourselves are
to be the light wherever we go; but if ever we
became conscious of it, we should be amazed,
as Mary of Bethany must have been amazed at
Jesus Christ’s interpretation of her act of devotionft.
Mary simply discharged her over-burdened heart in
a demonstration of affection for Jesus Christ, and He
said that “wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath
done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.™

(b) The Itifling Ways

It giveth Ilight unto all that are in the
house. (Matthew 5:15)

The light is to be shown in all the trifling ways of
home life. The average evangelical presentation is
apt to produce a contempt for the trifling ways. A
preacher of the Gospel may be a most objectionable
being at home instead of giving light in the ordinary
ways. Our Lord tells us to judge the preacher or the
teacher “by his fruits.” Fruit is not the salvation of
souls, that is God's work; fruit is “the fruit of the
Spirit,™ love, joy, peace, etc. We get much more
concerned about not offending other people than
about offending Our Lord. Our Lord often offended
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people, but He never put a stumbling-block in
anyone’'s way.

(c) The Truthful Witness

. . . that they may see your good worKs.
(Matthew 5:16)

Our Lord did not say “that you may preach the
right thing.” It is an easy business to preach, an
appallingly easy thing to tell other people what to do;
it is another thing to have God’s message turned into
a boomerang—“You have been teaching these
people that they should be full of peace and of joy,
but what about yourself? Are you full of peace and
joy?” The truthful witness is the one who lets his
light shine in works which exhibit the disposition of
Jesus; one who /ves the truth as well as preaches it.

3. The Unadvertised Life for the Community

And we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren. (1 John 3:16)

A mother lays down her life for her child and for
her home, but there is nothing advertised in her
doing it. If the mother were to tell her child what she
was doing, it would be an abortion of motherhood.
The child will never recognise what the mother has
done until in years to come the child herself is in the
same place, then she will recognise the unadvertised
substitution of the mother’s life and love. This is

40 LIVING WORD AMI THE LOVE OF 0DD

L4

THINK AGAIN

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES




\/
0’0

what Jesus Christ has done in His redemptive
work—"Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because He laid down His life for us: and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren.” Jesus Christ
was made broken bread and poured-out wine for
us, and He expects us to be made broken bread and
poured-out wine in His hands for others. If we are
not thoroughly baked, we will produce indigestion
because we are dough instead of bread. We have to
be made into good nutritious stuff for other people.
The reason we are going through the things we are
is that God wants to know whether He can make us
good bread with which to feed others. The stuff of
our lives, not simply of our talk, is to be the
nutriment of those who know us.

(a) The Submissive Days

And He went down with them, . . . and
was subject unto them. (Luke 2:51)

An extraordinary exhibition of submissiveness!
and “the disciple is not above his master.”™ Think of
it: thirty years at home with brothers and sisters who
did not believe in Him! We fix on the three years
which were extraordinary in Our Lord’s life and
forget altogether the eatlier years at home, thirty
years of absolute submission. Perhaps something of
the same kind is happening to you, and you say—"1
don’t know why I should have to submit to this.” Are
you any better than Jesus Christ? “As He is, so are
we in this world.” The explanation of it all is Our
Lord’s prayer—"that they may be one, even as We
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are one.” If God is putting you through a spell of
submission, and you seem to be losing your
individuality and everything else, it is because Jesus
is making you one with Him.

(6) The Solitary Desertions

And He was there in the wilderness
forty days, tempted of Satan, and was
with the wild beasts. (Mark 1:13)

The Divine, the desert, the devil, and utter
desolation—"with the wild beasts.” If Our Lord
endured solitary desolation, why should we
consider it strange when we are solitary externally
and without comradeship internally? Thank God we
have a shallow life, but we also have a solitary life,
and it is in the solitary life that we prove whether we
are willing to be made the unadvertised life for the
community to which we belong—whether we are
willing to be made bread or to be simply the
advertisement for bread? If we are to be made
bread, then we must not be surprised if we are
treated in the way Our Lord was treated.

(c) The Substitution Devotion

Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends.
Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever |
command you. (John 15:13-14)
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For a man to lay down his life is not to lay it down
in a sudden crisis, such as death, but to lay it down
in deliberate expenditure as one would lay out a
pound note. Not—"Here it is, take it out in one huge
martyrdom and be done with it.” It is a continual
substitution whereby we realise that we have
another day to spend out for Jesus Christ, another
opportunity to prove ourselves His friends.
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Can You Come Down?

Mark 9:2-29

The test of spiritual life is the power to descend; if
we have power to rise only, there is something
wrong. We all have had times on the mount'* when
we have seen things from God’s standpoint and we
wanted to stay there; but if we are disciples of Jesus
Christ, He will never allow us to stay there. Spiritual
selfishness makes us want to stay on the mount; we
feel so good, as if we could do anything—talk like
angels and live like angels, if only we could stay
there. But there must be the power to descend; the
mountain is not the place for us to live, we were built
for the valleys. This is one of the hardest things to
learn because spiritual selfishness always wants
repeated moments on the mount.

1. The Sphere of Exaltation

And Peter answered and said to Jesus,
Master, it is good for us to be here: and
let us make three tabernacles; one for
Thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elfas. (Mark 9:5%)

When God gives us a time of exaltation it is
always exceptional. It has its meaning in our life with
God, but we must beware lest spiritual selfishness
wants to make it the only time. The sphere of
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exaltation is not meant to teach us anything. We are
apt to think that everything that happens to us is to
be turned into useful teaching; it is to be turned into
something better than teaching, viz. into character.
We shall find that the spheres God brings us into are
not meant to teach us something but to make us
something. There is a great danger in asking, “What
is the use of it?” There is no wse in it at all. If you
want a life of usefulness, don't be a Christian after
Our Lord’s stamp; you will be much more useful if
you are not. The cry for the standard of usefulness
knocks the spiritual Christian right out, he dare not
touch it if he is going to remain true to his Master.
Take the life of Our Lord: for three years all He did
was to walk about saying things and healing sick
people—a useless life, judged from every standard
of success and of enterprise. If Our Lord and His
disciples had lived in our day, they would have been
put down as a most unuseful crowd. In spiritual
matters we can never calculate on the line of—
“What is the use of it?” “What is the use of being at
a Bible Training College?” of learning Psychology
and Ethics? Do something.” Great danger lies along
that line. “The good is ever the enemy of the best.”
The mountaintop experiences are rare moments,
but they are meant for something in the purposes of
God. It was not until Peter came to write his Epistles
that he realised the full purpose of his having been
on the Mount of Transfiguration.t

" Bible Training College: Residential school near Clapham Common in SW
London, sponsored by the League of Prayer. Oswald Chambers was
Principal and main teacher; Biddy Chambers was Lady Superintendent.
Known as the BTC, it opened in 1911 and closed in July 1915 because of
World War 1.
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2. The Sphere of Humiliation

And one of the multitude answered and
said, Master, I have brought unto Thee
my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And
wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth
him: and he foameth, and gnasheth
with his teeth, and pineth away: and I
Spake to Thy disciples that they should
cast him out; and they could not. (Mark
9:17-187)

The first thing the disciples met in the valley was a
demon-possessed boy', and we have to live in the
demon-possessed valley. God did not create Adam
to live on the mountain; He made him of the dust of
the earth, that was his glory. The mountaintop is an
exceptional type of experience, we have to live
down in the valley. After every time of exaltation we
are brought down with a sudden rush into things as
they are, where things are neither beautiful nor
poetic nor spiritual nor thrilling. The height of the
mountaintop is measured by the drab drudgery of
the valley. We never live for the glory of God on the
mountt, we see His glory there, but we do not live
for His glory there; it is in the valley' that we live for
the glory of God. Our Lord came down from the
Mount into the valley and went on to the Cross
where He was glorified; and we have to come down
from the mount of exaltation into the drab life of the
valley. It is in the sphere of humiliation that we find
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our true worth to God, and that is where our
faithfulness has to be manifested. Most of us can do
things if we are always at the heroic pitch; but God
wants us at the drab, commonplace pitch, where we
live in the valley according to our personal
relationship to Him. We can all be thrilled by appeals
to do things in an ecstatic way, by moments of
devotion, but that is never the work of God’s grace,
it is the natural selfishness of our own hearts. We
can all do the heroic thing, but can we live in the
drab humiliating valley where there is nothing
amazing, but mostly disaster, certainly humiliation,
and emphatically everything drab and dull and
mean? That is where Jesus Christ lived most of His
life. The reason we have to live in the valley is that
the majority of people live there, and if we are to be
of use to God in the world we must be useful from
God'’s standpoint, not from our own standpoint or
the standpoint of other people.

“If Thou canst do any thing, have compassion on
us, and help us” Mark 9:22). That is our condition
when we are in the valley; we do not know God, we
are full of scepticism. The great point of our life with
God, and of our service for Him in the world is that
we get the scepticism rooted out of us, and it takes
the valley of humiliation to root it out. Look back at
your own experience and you will find that until you
learned Who Jesus Christ was, you were a cunning
sceptic about His power. When you were on the
mount' you could believe anything, because it was
in accordance with the selfishness of your nature,
but what about the time when you were up against

"mean: ordinary, common, low, or ignoble, rather than cruel or spiteful
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facts in the valley", up against questions which could
not be answered? You may be perfectly able to give
a testimony to sanctification, but what about the
thing that is a humiliation to you? If you are without
something that is a humiliation to you, I question
whether you have ever come into a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. We are called
to fellowship with His sufferingst, and some of the
greatest suffering lies in remaining powerless where
He remained powerless. Had our Lord been a man,
He would have healed the boy at first, but He waited
until the father was in the last ebb of despair—"If
Thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us,
and help us.” Am [ patient enough in my faith in
Jesus Christ to allow people to get to the last ebb of
despair before they see what He can do? We step in
in a thousand and one ways God never tells us to;
we say we cannot bear to see God appear cruel, but
God has to appear cruel from our standpoint. As
disciples of Jesus we have to learn not only what Our
Lord is like on the Mount of Transfigurationt, but
what He is like in the valley of humiliation', where
everything is giving the lie to His power, where the
disciples are powerless, and where He is not doing
anything.

3. The Sphere of Ministration

And He said unto them, This kind can
come forth by nothing, but by prayer
and fasting. (Mark 9:29')
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The last time you were on the mount with God
you saw that all power has been given unto Jesus in
heaven and on earth, are you going to be sceptical
in the valley of humiliation? You have gone to God
about the thing that is perplexing you over and over
again and nothing has happened, “Why could not
we cast him out?” Our Lord never gives an answer
to questions of that description, because the answer
lies in a personal relationship to Himself. “This kind
can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and
fasting,” i.e., by concentration and redoubled
concentration on Me. Prayer and fasting means
concentration on God. That is the one purpose for
which we are in the world. Do get out of your ears
the noisy cries of the Christian world we are in—"Do
this and do that.” Never! “ Be this and that, then I will
do through you,” says Jesus. “If Thou canst!” (rv)—
Is that what you say to Me?— “All things are
possible to him that believeth.” At last the father got
to the point of personal relationship with
Jesus—"Lord, [  ©believe; help Thou mine
unbelief.” We slander God by our very eagerness to
work for Him without knowing Him.

We must be able to mount up with wings as
eagles, but we must know also how to come down.
It is the coming down and the living down that is the
power of the saint. Paul said, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me”; watch the
things he said he could do, they were all humiliating
things. We have the idea that we are meant to work
for God along the heroic line; we are meant to do
un-heroic work for God in the martyr spirit. The
sphere of humiliation is always the place of more
satisfaction to Jesus Christ, and it is in our power to
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refuse to be humiliated, to say, “No, thank you, I
much prefer to be on the mountaintop with God.”
Do I believe that God engineers my circumstances,
that it is He who brings me each day into contact
with the people I meet? Am [ faithful enough to Him
to know that all | meet with in the ordinary
machinery of every day by chance or haphazard is
absolutely under His dominance and rule? Do I face
the humiliation which sometimes comes in my
contact with people with a perfect knowledge that
God is working out His own will?

You are brought face to face with difficult cases,
and nothing happens externally, yet you know that
emancipation has been given, because you are
concentrated on Jesus Christ. Our line of service is
to see that there is nothing between Jesus and
ourselves. Is there? If there is you must get through
it, not by mounting up, not by ignoring it in irritation,
but by facing it and going clean through it straight
into the presence of Jesus. Then that very thing and
all you have been through in connection with it,
glorifies Jesus in a way you will never know till you
see Him face to face.

When we look at our lives in this way, we
understand what Jesus meant when He said, “He
that believeth in Me,” out of him “shall flow rivers of
living water.” Why should we ignore what Jesus
Christ says? Why should we take our stamp of
Christian service from any one other than Himself?
We have to maintain our personal relationship to
Jesus Christ, the attitude of a child, and to maintain
the same attitude in everything and to everyone,
towards every individual and circumstance we
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meet, and never be deflected. That is the meaning
of “prayer and fasting.™

THINK AGAIN
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The Dedication of Following

1. The Followers of God’s Life

Be ye therefore followers of God. . . .
(Ephesians 5:1)

The one striking thing about following is we must
not find our own way, for when we take the initiative
we cease to follow. In the natural world everything
depends upon our taking the initiative, but if we are
followers of God, we cannot take the initiative, we
cannot choose our own work or say what we will
do; we have not to find out at all, we have just to
follow.

“Jesus saith unto him, . . . follow thou Me” (John
21:22). Everything Our Lord asks us to do is
naturally frankly impossible to us. It is impossible for
us to be the children of God! naturally, to love our
enemiest, to forgive!, to be holy't, to be pure, and it
is certainly impossible to us to follow God naturally;
consequently the fundamental fact to recognise is
that we must be born again. We recognise it
fundamentally, but we must recognise it actually,
that in spiritual matters we must not take the
initiative. We must not make decisions of our own,
we must “follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth,” and when He does not go anywhere, then
we do not.
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In following Our Lord Jesus Christ we are not
following His followers. When Paul said, “who shall
bring you into remembrance of my ways,” he was
careful to add, “which be in Christ” (1 Corinthians
4:17). We are not called to follow in all the footsteps
of the saints', but only in so far as they followed their
Lord. The great meaning of following is that we
imitate as children, not as monkeys.

“In Him was life . . . " John 1:4). We are not left to
anything vague. It does sound vague to say “be
followers of God,” but when we realise that Jesus
Christ is the life of God, then we know where we
are. He is the One Whom we have to imitate and
follow, but we must first of all be born again and
receive His Spirit, and then walk in the Spirit. “If any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His”
(Romans 8:9).

(a) In jJoy

These things have I spoken unto you,
that My joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full. (John 15:11)

If Jesus Christ is the life of God and we have to
follow Him, we must find out what His joy was. It
certainly was not happiness. The joy of the Lord
Jesus Christ lay in doing exactly what He came to
do. He did not come to save men first of all, He
came to do His Father’s willt*. The saving of men
was the natural outcome of this, but Our Lord’s one
great obedience was not to the needs of men but to
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the will of His Father, and He says, “as My Father
hath sent Me, even so send I you.” We are never
told to consecrate our difts to God, but we are told
to dedicate ourselves.

The joy of anything, from a blade of grass
upwards, is to fulfil its created purpose. “. . . that we
should be to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians
1:12). We are not here to win souls, to do good to
others, that is the natural outcome, but it is not our
aim, and this is where so many of us cease to be
followers. We will follow God as long as He makes
us a blessing to others, but when He does not we
will not follow. Suppose Our Lord had measured His
life by whether or not He was a blessing to others!
Why, He was a “stone of stumbling™ to thousands,
actually to His own neighbours, to His own nation,
because through Him they blasphemed the Holy
Ghost, and in His own country “He did not many
mighty works there because of their unbelief”
(Matthew 13:58). If Our Lord had measured His life
by its actual results, He would have been full of
misery.

We get switched off when instead of following
God we follow Christian work and workers. We are
much more concerned over the passion for souls
than the passion for Christ. The passion for Christ is
the counterpart of His passion for God. The life of
God is manifested in Our Lord Jesus Christ, He came
to do His Father’s willt; then when we are following
Him, it will be a matter of indifference whether God
puts us in the forefront or in the back seat. When we
realise this, then the joy of the Lord is ours because
we are fulfilling our regenerated purpose. The
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passion for souls is not a New Testament idea at all,
but religious commercialism. When we are taken up
with this passion the joy of the Lord is never ours,
but only an excitable joy which always leaves a
snare behind.

God engineers our circumstances as He did those
of His Son; all we have to do is to follow where He
places us. The majority of us are busy trying to place
ourselves. God alters things while we wait for Him.
Are we fulfilling the purpose of our recreation, viz. to
glorify God? The sign that we are glorifying God is
not that we are happy; happiness is childish,
individual and pagan. It is natural for a child to be
happy because a child does not face facts, but a
Christian who is merely happy is blind.

The way God’s life manifests itself in joy is in a
peace which has no desire for praise. When a man
delivers a message which he knows is the message
of God, the witness to the fulfilment of the created
purpose is given instantly, the peace of God settles
down, and the man cares for neither praise nor
blame from anyone. That is the joy of the life of God;
it is uncrushable life, and there is never life without

joy.
(8) In Judgment (John 3:16-21)

He that doeth truth cometh to the light.
V. 21)
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In actual life we must be always in the light, and
we cease to be in the light when we want to explain
why we did a thing. The significant thing about Our
Lord is that He never explained anything; He let
mistakes correct themselves because He always
lived in the light. There is so much in us that is folded
and twisted, but the sign that we are following God
is that we keep in the light. “I have been saved and
sanctified, therefore I am all right"—that brings
darkness at once.

When we are walking in the light there is never
any lust of vindication, no saying before God, “I did
not mean this,” or, “I did not intend to do that,” or,
“I made a mistake there,” but always coming to the
light and keeping in the light all the time, with
nothing folded before God. We keep in the judgment
of God, consequently there is no condemnation
going on in our lives. “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus”
(Romans 8:1) means keeping in the light all the
time.

One danger is to go off in work, and another
danger is to go off on doctrine. Doctrine is the mere
statement of the life of God for the purposes of
teaching. Always beware of following your own
convictions in doctrine instead of following the life of
God. Our Lord says, “Judge not,”t and yet Paul
says, “we shall judge angels.” Our Lord means, Do
not judge by ordinary reasoning, or weighing up by
carnal suspicion, but keep in the light. By keeping in
the light we judge even angels. It is done by
following God’s life in judgment.
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(c) In Jerusalem

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem. . . .
(Luke 18:31")

Jerusalem was the place in the life of Our Lord
where He actually fulfilled the climax of His Father'’s
will. He did not stay long in the villages where the
people were blessed abundantly, He went steadily
through everything, successful service or shame, it
never affected Him, and we have to do the same.
We have to fulfil the purpose of God in our lives
actually. We are here to be followers of the life of
God. The counterpart is taking God's life for
ourselves instead of giving ourselves to God. “I want
God’s life for my body"—at once we are off the
track. Our bodies are to be entirely at God’s disposal,
and not God at our disposal. God does give Divine
health, but not in order to show what a wonderful
being a divinely healed person is. The life of God has
to be followed by us, not utilised; we must not allow
the life of God to stagnate in us, or imagine that we
are to be put as specimens in a showcase. If God
has healed us and keeps us in health, it is not that
we might parade it, but that we might follow the life
of God for His purposes.

We do not know where our “Jerusalem” is, but we
have to go up to it, and the only way to go up to it
is not by trying to find out where it is, but by being
followers of God's life.
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2. The Followers of God’s Love

THINK AGAIN
=

For I am persuaded, that neither death, %

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, A

nor powers, nor things present, nor é

things to come, nor height, nor depth, <

nor any other creature, shall be able to 5

Separate us from the love of God, which %

is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans
8:38-39)

Jesus Christ is the love of God incarnated. The
love of God is not to be looked for in justice, right,
truth, and purity; the love of God 7sJesus Christ.

(a) In Loyalty

Stand fast therefore in the Iiberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage. (Galatians 5:1)

Loyalty is not to be to loving God, or to the love
of God, but to Jesus Christ's redemption of us.
“Mortify therefore your members which are upon
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). “Since I have
been saved and sanctified none of these things dwell
in me.” These things are only possible in the saint,
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because the saint’s body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost'* and may be utilised as an occasion to the
flesh. Saints have to become absolutely loyal to the
disposition of Jesus Christ in their lives. To mortify
means to destroy by neglect. It is easy to detect
whenever inordinacy comes in. “How then can I do
this great wickedness?” (Genesis 39:9). God'’s love
restrained him—that is Joseph’s meaning.

The only way to keep following the love of God is
by being loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ. If we make
sin a theological question and not a question of
actual deliverance, we become adherents to
doctrine, and if we put doctrine first, we shall be
hoodwinked before we know where we are; or if we
take an actual experience and deposit that as a truth
on which we rest our souls, we go wrong at once.
In stating holiness doctrinally we are apt to make it
appear harsh and vindictive; it is technically right,
but without the love of God in it. Paul's phrase, “the
holiness of truth” (rv), is the right one.

(6) In Liberty

Ifthe Son therefore shall make you free,
ye shall be free indeed. (John 8:36)

“Free indeed,” i.e., free from the inside. The
freedom of Jesus is never license, it is always liberty,
and liberty means ability to fulfil the law of God. The
law of God was fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ,
therefore He is the Expression of the love of God. If
I am following God’s love as exhibited in the Lord
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Jesus Christ and He has made me free from within,
I am so taken up with following Him that I will never
take advantage of another child of God.

(c) In Lowliness

But made Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men.

(Philippians 2:7)

In following God's love we must do so in
lowliness. “Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus . . .” (Philippians 2:5). That is a
command. God does not give us the mind of Christ,
He gives us the Spirit of Christ, and we have to see
that the Spirit of Christ in us works through our
brains in contact with actual life and that we form
His mind. Jesus Christ did not become
humbled—"He humbled Himself.” He
was “in Some of us make a virtue of modesty and it
becomes the worst form of pride. Self-assertive
initiative has nothing to do with the love of God, and
was never exhibited in the life of Jesus Christ.

We are all thrilled by high, human, noble pagan
sacrifice; it is much more thrilling than Calvary, there
is something shameful about that, it is against all
human ideas of nobility. The love of God is not in
accordance with human standards in any way.

3. The Followers of the Lamb
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These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. (Revelation
14:4)

(a) In Purity

And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as He is
pure. (1 John 3:3)

We are to follow Jesus Christ down here in the
actual world where there is any amount of impurity,
but we have this hope, that “we shall be like
Him,” consequently we purify ourselves. The
possibility of being impure means that there is some
value to Jesus Christ in our being pure. God gives us
His supernatural life, but we have to keep entirely
free from the world with a purity which is of value
to God; we have to grow in purity. Unless a man
realises that when he is indwelt by the Spirit of God
he must also walk according to the pattern of Jesus
Christ, his flesh will take occasion to ensnare him.
One of the most besmirching impurities lies in
money matters; do we follow the Lamb in these
matters? If we do, we shall purify ourselves “even
as He is pure”; not only is the purity of the Holy
Ghost in us, but we are working it out in every detail.

We have to be God’s workmanship, not to work for
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God. “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses

unto Me” (Acts 1:8), i.e., “those in whom I am
delighted.”

If Jesus Christ were manifested now, would we
be like Him? or would we have a hundred and one
things to do before we could be as He is? We have
not been taking time to purify ourselves as He is
pure because we have been restless and annoyed;
we have imagined that we have things to do that no
one can do but ourselves. It may be true, but
immediately we think it, we lose out. There is only
one lodestar to the saint, the Lord Jesus Christ. We
have no business to get into circumstances God
does not put us into. Faith means keeping
absolutely specklessly right with God, He does all
the rest. We are only what we are in the dark; all the
rest is reputation. What God looks at is what we are
in the dark—the imaginations of our minds; the
thoughts of our heart; the habits of our bodies; these
are the things that mark us in God’s sight.

(b) In Patience

Because thou hast kept the word of My
patience. (Revelation 3:10)

Patience has the meaning of testing—a thing
drawn out and tested, drawn out to the last strand
in a strain without breaking, and ending in sheer joy.
The strain on a violin string when stretched to the
uttermost gives it its strength; and the stronger the
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strain, the finer is the sound of our life for God, and
He never strains more than we are able to bear. We
say, “sorrow, disaster, calamity”; God says,
“chastening,” and it sounds sweet to Him though it
is a discord in our ears. Don't faint when you are
rebuked, and don't despise the chastenings of the
Lord:. “In your patience possess ye your souls.” If
God has given you a time of rest, then lie curled up
in His leaves of healing.

(c) In Power

For though He was crucified through
weakness, yet He liveth by the power of
God. For we also are weak in Him, but
we shall live with Him by the power of
God toward you. (2 Corinthians 13:4)

The power of God was exhibited in Jesus Christ—
that insignificant Nazarene Carpenter whom Roman
paganism did not notice. In the eyes of the world
pagan virtues are admirable: Christian virtues are
contemptible. Are we prepared to be “weak in
Him"? If so, we shall be weaklings in the eyes of

men, but we shall “live with Him by the power of
God.”

Do we “follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth”? He will take wus through darkness,
through the valley of the shadow, through the
strange dark things—we must follow
Him “whithersoever He goeth.”
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For the Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them unto [ving fountains of
waters: and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes. (Revelation 7:17)
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The Message of Invincible
Consolation

Kathleen's daily prayer

Father lead me day by day,
Ever in Thine own sweet way;
Teach me to be good and true,
Show me what I ought to do.

In Loving Memory of Kathleen Mary Cheal Clarke”
From God 27th December, 1924
To God 29th September, 1930

Again I shall behold thee, daughter true;

The hour will come when I shall hold thee fast

In God'’s name, loving thee all through and through.
Somewhere in His grand thought this waits for us.
Then shall I see a smile not like thy last—

For that great thing which came when all was past,
Was not a smile, but God's peace glorious.

!Chambers, O. (1996, c1973). The love of God. Hants UK: Marshall, Morgan
& Scott Containing also The ministry of the unnoticed, The message of
invincible consolation, The making of a Christian, Now it is possible.
"Kathleen Mary Cheal Clarke (1924-1930: daughter of Louis R. S. Clarke, a
British soldier influenced by Chambers at Zeitoun. After the war ended, her
father became a long-time member of the council assisting Mrs. Chambers
in publishing the OC books.
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THINK AGAIN
—George MacDonald

The Message of Invincible Consolation

For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day. For
our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
while we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not
Seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not
Seen are eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES

In these verses the apostle Paul is interpreting the
most sacred realities of a saint’s life. We deal so
much with the joyful and the happy and the
exuberant in our experience that we are apt to forget
that life externally is continually full of the things Paul
mentions here. Paul’'s own life was one of the most
distracting and tumultuous and terribly “spilt” lives
ever recorded in history.

1. The Beyond Within
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Wasting Outward Man—Winged Inner Man (2
Corinthians 4:16)

“For which cause we faint not [the word ‘faint’ is
used in the sense of cowardly surrender]; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day.” Paul puts the great
emphasis on what God has put within; he builds up
his confidence in that. The perishing of the outward
man is not always indicative of old age. Look at your
own life; you have had the experience of
sanctification and have been lifted into the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, and yet God’s hand has been
laid upon you. He has allowed the finger of decay to
come to your body and lay you completely aside,
and you begin to see what a slight hold you have on
life, and the thought comes—"Well, I expect I will
have to ‘cave in,” I have not the strength I once had;
I can never do the things I thought [ would for God.”
This message is for you—"though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.”

The experience may not come with years but in
the ordinary circumstances of life. It may come in a
hundred and one ways and you realise that the
outward man is wasting, that you have not the
might you once had, and this is where the cowardly
surrender is apt to come in—only we give it another
name. The great craze to-day is—Be healthy, be
sane; “a sound mind in a sound body.” Very often
the soundest minds have not been in sound bodies,
but in very shaky tabernacles, and the word
comes—"though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day.”
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Paul faces the possibility of old age, of decay, and
of death, with no rebellion and no sadness. Paul
never hid from himself the effect which his work had
upon him, he knew it was Killing him, and, like his
Master, he was old before his time; but there was
no whining and no retiring from the work. Paul was
not a fool, he did not waste his energy ridiculously,
neither did he ignore the fact that it was his genuine
apostolic work and nothing else that was wearing
him out. Michelangelo said a wonderful thing—"the
more the marble wears, the better the image
grows,” and it is an illustration of this very truth.
Every wasting of nerve and brain in work for God
brings a corresponding uplift and strengthening to
spiritual muscle and fibre.

A good test for a worker is to ask this question:
Does my inner life wing itself higher with every
wearing of the body in work for God? If we are going
to walk in the experimental knowledge of
sanctification and live where God wants us to live,
we must be willing to spend and be spent to the last
ebb. But if the outward man is perishing because of
an injudicious waste of physical strength or because
of wrong habits, then it will always make us faint,
ie., “cave in”; and if we give up prayer and
communion with God, then the decay goes on to a
terrible extent; there is no corresponding
inward weight of glory, no inner winging.

The apostle Paul continuously had external
depression, he had agonies and distressest,
terrible persecution and tumults in his lifett, but he
never had the “blues,” simply because he had
learned the secret that the measure of the inner glory
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is the wasting of the outward man. The outer man
was being wasted, Paul knew it and felt it, but the
inner man was being renewed, every wasting meant
a corresponding winging on the inside. Some of us
are so amazingly lazy, so comfortably placed in life,
that we get no inner winging. The natural life, apart
altogether from sin, must be sacrificed to the will
and the word of God, otherwise there is no spiritual
glory for the individual. With some of us the body is
not wearing away, our souls are stagnant, and the
vision spiritually is not getting brighter; but once we
get into the heavenlies, live there, and work from
that standpoint, we find we have the glorious
opportunity of spending all our bodily energies in
God'’s service, and a corresponding weight of moral
and spiritual glory remains all the time.

One of the most enervating things that can come
across your life as a saint is the sympathy of others
who do not understand the vision of your heart, and
they say—"Poor woman, you do suffer; so many
people misunderstand you; you are put in such
awkward circumstances.” The thing to realise is that
God enlarges us on the inside, not externally, and
that every bit of nervous energy spent by us in God'’s
work means a grander weight of glory and spiritual
insight. No matter how wearied or expended the
body may be in God’s work, there is the winging of
the inner man into a higher grasp of God.

We have to beware of the pagan notion that our
spirit develops in spite of our body, it develops with
our body, and the way that spiritual insight develops
in the worker is, as Paul states here, in the wasting
of energy for God, because in this way the inner
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man is renewed. It is not a question of saying—"Oh,
my body is so lazy, | must drag it up to do
something,” but a question of working on God'’s line
to the last lap, spending and being spent for one
purpose only, and that purpose God’s. If we put the
body and the concerns of the body before the
eternal weight of glory, we will never have any inner
winging at all, we will always be asking God to patch
up this old tabernacle and keep it in repair. But when
the heart sees what God wants, and knows that the
body must be willing to spend and be spent for that
cause and that cause alone then the inner man gets
wings.

2. The Beautifying Work

Balancing the Ways (2 Corinthians 4:17)

The apostle Paul soars above the things which
were wearing out his physical life, not by sublime
indifference, but by realising the weight of glory
which these very afflictions are working in him.
Have you got hold of this secret that if you are right
with God, the very thing which is an affliction to you
is working out an eternal weight of glory? The
afflictions may come from good people or from bad
people, but behind the whole thing is God.
Whenever Paul tries to state the unfathomable joy
and glory which he has in the heavenlies in Christ
Jesus, it is as if he cannot find words to express his
meaning. In order to try to express it here he
balances his words—for instance, “affliction” is
matched with “glory”; “light” is matched with
“weight”; and “moment” is matched with “eternal.” I
wonder if we balance our words like that?
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In Romans 8:18 (“For I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us”) Paul is
stating that it is the standpoint of the worker which
determines everything. If you think of suffering
affliction you will begin to write your own epitaph,
begin to dream of the kind of tombstone you would
like. That is the wrong standpoint. Have your
standpoint in the heavenlies, and you will not think
of the afflictions but only of the marvellous way God
is working out the inner weight of glory all the time,
and you will hail with delight the afflictions which
our Lord tells us to expect (John 16:33), the
afflictions of which James writes (James 1:2), and of
which Peter writes (1 Peter 4:12). Our Lord
presented truth in “nugget” form, and in the Epistles
the Apostles beat out these “nuggets” into negotiable
gold.

“For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory”; the apostle seems to be
putting things the wrong way round. Surely the
affliction is the heavy thing and the glory the light
thing! No, Paul is putting it in the right way; he puts
the emphasis on the weight of glory resulting from
the light affliction. Again, everything is determined
by the standpoint you take. Stand in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus and when the afflictions come
you will praise the Lord, not with a sickly smile but
with every bit of you, because you have learned the
secret of the eternal weight of glory, and you know
that His yoke is easy.
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“For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment. . . .” Paul seems to say—"Even if it were
all tribulation it would not matter, because the glory
beginning already and the glory to come would
make amends for it all.” This law of glory working
out of decay is God'’s beautifying work in a saint. The
soother of all affliction is the steadfast thought of the
glory which is being worked out by the afflictions.
Paul here beats out the nugget of truth in our Lord’s
rebuke to Peter: Pity thyself, Lord: this shall not be
unto Thee. “But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get
thee behind Me, Satan.”t Self-pity is taking the
wrong standpoint, and if self-pity is indulged in,
before long we will take part in the decaying thing
instead of in that which grows more and more into
the glory of God’s presence.

3. The Blessed Vision

The Watchword of Other-Worldliness (2
Corinthians 4:18)

The sanctified saint has to alter the horizon of
other people’s lives, and he does it by showing that
they can be lifted on to a higher plane by the grace
of God, viz., into the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
If you look at the horizon from the sea shore you
will not see much of the sea, but climb higher up the
cliff, and as you rise higher the horizon keeps level
with your eye and you see more in between. Paul is
seated in the heavenly places and he can see the
whole world mapped out in God’'s plan. He is
looking ahead like a watchman, and his words
convey the calm, triumphant contemplation of a
conqueror. Some of us det distracted because we
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have not this world-wide outlook, we see only the
little bit inside our own “bandbox.” The apostle Paul
has burst his bandbox, he has been lifted up on to
a new plane in Christ Jesus and he sees now from
His standpoint. The preacher and the worker must
learn to look at life as a whole. When we are lifted
up to where Jesus is, it is not as if we were standing
on a high pinnacle like a spiritual acrobat, balancing
on one leg for two seconds and then tumbling. God
lifts us up to a totally new plane where there is plenty
of room to live and to grow, and to understand
things from His standpoint and we see life as a
whole; we see not only the glory which now is, but
the glory which is yet to be.

“While we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen.” The things
“not seen” refer not only to the glorious reward and
the life yet to be, but to the invisible things in our
present life around which our Lord's teaching
centres, and around which the afflictions centre. So
many of us think only of the visible things, whereas
the real concentration, the whole dead-set of the life,
should be where our Lord put it in the huge “nugget”
of truth which we call the Sermon on the Mount.
There our Lord says, in effect, “Take no thought for
your lifet; be carefully careless about everything
saving one thing, your relationship to God.”
Naturally, we are apt to be carefully careless about
everything saving that one thing. The afflictions
tackle these unseen centres of our life and we have
to face them in the power of the indwelling Spirit of
God, and if we have been lifted up into the

"bandbox: a small, round box made to hold neckbands or collars for shirts;
metaphorically, something small, narrow, cloistered, self-contained
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heavenlies we shall find that the battlings are
bringing out more and more the eternal weight of
glory, while we look at the things which are not
seen. Do not think only of what is yet to be; think of
the invisible things which are here and now. Think
of the weight of glory that may be yours by means
of that difficult person you have to live with, by
means of the circumstances you are in, the people
you come in contact with day by day. The phrase “a
means of grace” comes with a wonderfully new
meaning when we think of it in this light.

These words of the apostle Paul bring to us a
message of invincible consolation. If you are a child
of God and there is some part of your circumstances
which is tearing you, if you are living in the heavenly
places you will thank God for the tearing thing; if you
are not in the heavenly places you cry to God over
and over again—"O Lord, remove this thing from
me. If only I could live in golden streets and be
surrounded with angels, and have the Spirit of God
consciously indwelling me all the time and have
everything wonderfully sweet, then I think I might
be a Christian.” That is not being a Christian! A
Christian is one who can live in the midst of the
trouble and turmoil with the glory of God indwelling
him, while he steadfastly looks not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
We have to learn to think only of things which are
seen as a glorious chance of enabling us to
concentrate on the things which are not seen. God
engineers external things for the purpose of
revealing to us whether we are living in this
imperturbable place of unutterable strength and
glory, viz., the life hid with Christ in God. If we are,
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then let the troubles and difficulties work as they
may on the outside, we are confident that they are

working out a grander weight of glory in the | THINK AGAIN
heavenlies.

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES
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The Worker and Things As
They Are

2 Corinthians 6:1-10

We have an idea that we have to alter things, we
have not; we have to remain true to God in the midst
of things as they are, to allow things as they are to
transmute us. “Things as they are” are the very
means God uses to make us into the praise of His
glory. We have to live on this sordid earth, amongst
human beings who are exactly like ourselves,
remembering that it is on this plane we have to work
out the marvellous life God has put in us. Holiness
in a human being is only manifested by means of
antagonism. Physically, we are healthy according to
our power of fight on the inside; morally, we are
virtuous according to our moral calibre—virtue is
always acquired; and spiritually, if we are drawing
on the resurrection life of Jesus, spiritual stamina
comes as we learn to “score off” the things that
come against us, and in this way we produce a holy
character.

The life of a worker is not a hop, skip and a jump
affair, it is a squaring of the shoulders, then a steady,
steadfast tramp straight through until we get to
understand God’s way. It takes the energy of God
Himself to prepare a worker for all He wants to
make him. We need a spiritual vision of work as well
as a spiritual vision of truth. It is not that we go

76 LIVING WORD AMI THE LOVE OF 0DD

L4

THINK AGAIN

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES




\/
0’0

through a certain curriculum and then we are fit to
work; preparation and work are so involved that
they cannot be separated. The apostle Paul always
comes right down to the practical. One of the
outstanding miracles of God’s grace is to make us
able to take any kind of leadership at all without
losing spiritual power. There is no more searching
test in the whole of Christian life than that.

1. The Worth to God

We then, as workers together with Him
... (2 Corinthians 6:1)

When a worker has led a soul to Christ his work
has only just begun. Our attitude is apt to be—So
many saved; so many sanctified, and then we shout
“Hallelujah.” But it is only then that the true work of
the worker begins. It is then that we have to be held
in God’'s hand and let the word of God be driven
through us. It is then that we have to be put under
the millstone and ground, put into the kneading
trough and be mixed propertly, and then baked—all
in order to be made broken bread to feed God's
children. “Go ye therefore, and make disciples” (1v).
How many disciples have you made? Have you
made one? Discipling is our work. When God’s great
redemptive work has issued in lives in salvation and
sanctification, then the work of the worker begins. It
is then that we find the meaning of being “workers
together with Him,” and the meaning of the apostle
Paul's agony of heart and mind over his
converts—" My little children, of whom I travail in
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birth again until Christ be formed in you"—waiting
and watching and longing and praying and working,
until he can see them rooted and grounded in God:!.
Look at the laborious way of a scientist in finding out
the secrets of Nature, and then look at our own
slipshod ignorance with regard to God'’s Book. If the
worker will obey God'’s way he will find he has to be
everlastingly delving into the Bible and working it out
in circumstances, the two always run together. It
requires all the machinery of circumstances to bring

a worker where God wants him to be—"“co-workers
with God.”

We are apt to say—"Now | am fitted for this
particular work because of my natural temperament
and [ intend to work only along this line.” An
exclusive worker is excluded by God, because God
does not work in that way. The gifts of the Spirit are
divided “to every man severally as He will”; they are
entirely of God and they all work together with God.
The worth of a worker to God is just the worth of a
man'’s own fingers to his brain.

2. The Wooing of God

... beseech you also that ye receive not
the grace of God in vain . . .

The wooing of God is not the wooing of man. The
wooing of a man'’s personality may often hinder the
wooing of God. The apostle Paul's pleading is caught
up into the entreaty of the Spirit of God so that it is
the wooing of God that is working through him—"as

78 LIVING WORD AMI THE LOVE OF 0DD

L4

THINK AGAIN

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES




\/
0’0

though God did beseech you by us.” This is the
entreaty that is learned at Calvary and made real in
the worker by the Holy Ghost. It is not the tones of
a man’'s speech, or the passion of a man's
personality, it is the pleading power of the Holy
Ghost coming through him; consequently the
worker has no sympathy with things with which
God'’s Spirit has no sympathy. We are in danger of
being stern where God is tender, and of being tender
where God is stern. The apostle Paul so identifies his
own beseeching and passion with the entreaty of
God that the two are identical. He is afraid “lest by
any means . . . [their] minds should be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Corinthians
11:3).

3. The World’'s Coarse Thumb

Giving no offence in any thing . . . (2
Corinthians 6:3)

The worldling is annoyed at the worker because
the worker is always dealing with a crisis that he
does not see and does not want to see. No matter
what he touches on, the worker always comes back
to the claim of God, and the worldling gets annoyed
at this. The man of the world analyses the easy parts
of life and tells you that these are all quite obvious,
all the practical outcomes of life are within his reach;
but when the worker begins to touch on God'’s
message he says, “That is nonsense, you are up in
the clouds and unpractical.” That is why the
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worker’'s voice is always an annoyance to the
worldling.

“that the ministry be not blamed . . .” The world
is glad of an excuse not to listen to the Gospel
message, and the inconsistencies of Christians is
made the excuse. “Woe unto the world because of
offences!” said our Lord. “For it must needs be that
offences come; but woe to that man by whom the
offence cometh!™ Offence means something to
strike up against, and the world is on the watch for
that kind of thing. If a worker is tripped in private life,
the world strikes against that at once and makes it
the excuse for not accepting the Gospel. The
perilous possibility of being an occasion of
stumbling is always there. Paul never forgot the
possibility of it in his own life—". . . lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.” The only safeguard is living
the life hid with Christ in God, and a steady
watchfulness that we walk in the light as God is in
the light.

4., The Wheel of Circumstances (2
Corinthians 6:4-6)

... but in all things approving ourselves
as the ministers of God. (v. 4)

Read the life of the apostle Paul and you find that
he drank to the last dregs the experience of every
one of the things mentioned in these verses. Paul is
not indulging in oratory, he is stating the things God
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put him through. All his experiences called for
patience. Holiness can only be worked out in and
through the din of things as they are. God does not
slide holiness into our hearts like a treasure box
from heaven and we open the lid and out it comes,
holiness works out in us as it worked out in our
Lord. The holiness of God Almighty is Absolute; that
is, it knows no development by antagonism. The
holiness exhibited by the Son of God, and by God'’s
children, is the holiness which expresses itself by
means of antagonism.

There are some wonderful words in verses 4 and
5—"in much patience.” Patience is the result of well-
centred strength; it takes the strength of Almighty
God to keep a man patient. No one can remain
under and endure what God puts a servant of His
through unless he has the power of God. We read
that our Lord was “crucified through weakness,” yet
it took omnipotent might to make Him weak like
that. Where is the impulsive enthusiasm which was
manifested at the start of the Christian life, has it all
gone? No, it has been transmuted into the strength
that can be weak. “in afflictions”"—affliction is
something that crushes like a weight until you have
not a word to say. “in necessities"—the loss of
liberty, confinement. A happy heart and an unpaid
salary; a high head and an empty pocket! That is the
way it works out in reality. “in distresses’—
perplexities such as sickness, the loss of friends, the
inscrutable ways of God'’s providence; but through it
all the grace of God comes, it is an inner
unconquerableness. “in stripes, in imprisonments,
in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings”—in
all these things manifest the drawing on the grace of
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God that makes you a marvel to yourself and to
others. Draw now, not presently. The one word in
the spiritual vocabulary is NOW. Let circumstances
bring you where they will, keep drawing on the
grace of God. One of the greatest proofs that you are
drawing on the grace of God is that you can be
humiliated without manifesting the slightest trace of
anything but His grace in you.

Verses 4-10 are Paul's spiritual diary, they
describe the outward hardships which proved the
hot-bed for the graces of the Spirit—the working
together of outward hardships and inward grace.
You have been asking the Lord to give you the
graces of the Spirit and then some set of
circumstances has come and given you a sharp
twinge, and you say—‘Well, I have asked God to
bring out in me the graces of the Spirit, but every
time the devil seems to get the better of me.” What
you are calling “the devil” is the very thing God is
using to manifest the graces of the Spirit in you .

“By honour and dishonour, by evil report and
good report.” The worker learns the secret of the
“camp fires” where he can recount with other
Christians the great hours when the Son of God
walked with him in the fiery furnace. The thing that
keeps us off enchanted ground is to remember that
we are on God’s campaigns, that we have no certain
place of abode, no nesting place here.

He fixed thee midst this dance

Of plastic circumstance,

This Present, thou, forsooth, would'st fain
arrest:
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Machinery just meant

To give thy soul its bent,

ITry thee and turn thee forth, sufficiently
Impressed.

The fiery furnacest are there by God's direct
permission. It is misleading to imagine that we are
developed in spite of our circumstances, we are
developed because of them. It is mastery in
circumstances that is needed, not mastery over
them. We have to manifest the graces of the Spirit
amongst things as they are, not to wait for the
Millennium.

5. The Wine of God (2 Corinthians 6:7-10)

In these verses the apostle Paul is giving out
golden truths from his own experience. Paul's
external life had been spilt and rent, and crushed
and broken, then out of it came the wine of God.
Wine comes only from crushed grapes, and the
things Paul is mentioning here are the things which
bring out the wine that God likes. You cannot be
poured-out wine if you remain a whole grape; you
cannot be broken bread if you remain whole grain.
Grapes have to be crushed, and grain has to be
ground; then the sweetness of the life comes out to
the glory of God. Watch the circumstances of life; we
get them fairly well mixed, and if we are getting
more than enough of one kind, let us thank the Lord
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for it; it is producing the particular grace that God
wants us to manifest.

THINK AGAIN
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The Making of a Christian

The Making of a Christian

I

The ascendancy which He exercised in thus drawing men
away from worldly callings and hopes into association
with Himself is quite indefinite, and even in yielding to it
the disciples could have no distinct idea what it involved.

Dr. Denney’

1. Days of His Flesh

The Dominating Sentiment (Matthew 4:18-
22; Mark 1:16-20; John 1:35-42)

The average preaching of Redemption deals
mainly with the “scenic” cases, i.e. those who have
gone through exceptional experiences. But none of
the early disciples had these scenic experiences, nor
was their dominating sentiment a desire for
deliverance from sin. They were elemental men in
touch with the forces of nature, and there was
something about Jesus Christ that fascinated them.
When He said, “Follow Me, " they followed Him at
once; it was no cross to them. It would have been a

" James Denney (1856-1917): Scottish theologian and author whose
writings were greatly appreciated by Oswald Chambers.
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cross not to follow, for the spell of Jesus was on
them. We have come to the conclusion nowadays
that a man must be a conscious sinner before Jesus
Christ can do anything for him. The early disciples
were not attracted to Jesus because they wanted to
be saved from sin; they had no conception that they
needed saving. They were attracted to Him by a
dominating sincerity, by sentiments other than
those which we say make men come to Jesus. There
was nothing theological in their following, no
consciousness of passing from death unto lifett, no
knowledge of what Jesus meant when He talked
about His Cross. It was on the plane where all was
natural, although mysterious and wonderful.

The call of God comes only to the affinity of God
in a man, and is always implicit. The beginnings of
moral ascension in a man'’s life are never definite,
but always away down in the depths of his
personality where he cannot trace. These early
disciples were not trammelled by possessions, and
when the dominating sentiment of sincerity in their
own lives was met by the fascination of Jesus, they
yielded at once. They did not follow Jesus because
they wanted to be saved, but because they could not
help following. Three years later when again Jesus
said, “Follow Me,” it was a different matter; many
things had happened during those years. The first
“Follow Me"” meant an external following; now it

was to be a following in internal martyrdom
(see John 21:18-19).
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2. Days of Our Flesh

The Dominating Sincerity (1 Peter 2:21)

The attitude of the early disciples was one of self-
ignorance. Jesus Christ knew perfectly well what
was in them, but He did not say to John—"You will
prove to be vindictive” (see Luke 9:51-55), or to
Peter—"You will end in denying Me” (see Mark
14:66-72). If you had told Peter that he would deny
Jesus with oaths and curses, he would have been
amazed (see John 13:36-38t). Jesus Christ taught
the disciples the truth, and left them with the
atmosphere of His own life, and slowly they began
to see things differently. The disciples approached
Jesus by the way of sincerity, and He put them
through crises until they discovered that they could
never be disciples in that way; what they needed
was to have the disposition of Jesus given to them.
The disciples were fascinated by Jesus; when He
said, “Follow Me, " they immediately left all and
followed Him, and yet after three years of the closest
intimacy “they all forsook Him, and fled.™ Their
following ended in disaster.

The majority of men are attracted to Jesus on the
same line as the early disciples were. The disciples
were brought to a knowledge of themselves, and we
have to come to a knowledge of ourselves in the
same way. We have to realise that human sincerity
will never stand the strain when the ideals that
fascinate a man’s mind come in contact with actual
life. The disaster may not be external, but in his
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heart a man says: “I honestly tried my best to serve
Jesus Christ; I did decide for Him; in all sincerity I
gave all | had to the ideals He presents, but I cannot
go on; the New Testament presents ideals beyond
my attainment. I won't lower my ideals, although I
can never hope to make them actual.” Our Lord says
to such a one: “Come unto Me, . . . and I will give
you rest,” i.e. “I will make the ideal actual.” But a
sense of need must arise first. As long as we deal
with abstractions, we have no sense of need.

Apart from Jesus Christ there is an unbridgeable
gap between the ideal and the actual; the only way
out is a personal relationship to Him. The early
disciples were put through crises in order to reveal
them to themselves. Jesus was never in a hurry with
them; He never explained; He simply stated the
truth and told them that when the Holy Ghost was
come, “He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.” To-day Jesus Christ is at work in
ways we cannot tabulate; lives are being drawn to
Him in a thousand and one incalculable ways; an
atmosphere is being created, seeds are being sown,
and men are being drawn nearer to the point where
they will see Him.

I1

They could do what they could not do before, because He
enabled them to do it and the sense of this is a
rudimentary formm of this specifically  Christian
consciousness.
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Dr. Denney’

1. Days of His Flesh

The dominating sentiment which attracted the
early disciples to Jesus was not a sense of conviction
of sin; they had no violent sin to turn from, and
consequently no conscious need of salvation. They
were not sinners in the ordinary accepted sense of
the term, but honest, sincere men, and they were
attracted to Jesus by something more difficult to
state than the desire for deliverance from sin. The
spell of Jesus was on them, and when He
said, “Follow Me, "t they followed at once, although
they could have had no idea what the following
would involve. The call of God is never articulate, it
is always implicit.

There was in the disciples the “one fact more”
which put them in one kingdom and Jesus Christ in
another kingdom. Our Lord was never impatient. He
simply planted seed thoughts in their minds and
surrounded them with the atmosphere of His own
life. He did not attempt to convince them, but left
mistakes to correct themselves, because He knew
that eventually the truth would bear fruit in their
lives. How differently we would have acted! We get
impatient and take men by the scruff of the neck and

" James Denney (1856-1917): Scottish theologian and author whose
writings were greatly appreciated by Oswald Chambers.
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say: “You must believe this and that.” You cannot
make a man see moral truth by persuading his
intellect. “When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He
shall guide you into all the truth.”

The Desire to Serve (Matthew 20:22)

“Jesus answered and said, . . . Are ye able to drink
the cup that [ am about to drink? They say unto Him,
We are able™ (rv). The disciples would have gone
any length to prove their devotion to Jesus
(cf. Matthew 26:35). It was true devotion, but it
wilted because it was based on an entire ignorance
of themselves. In the end they “all forsook Him, and
fled,”t not because they wanted to, but because they
did not know how to go on. Jesus put the disciples
through crises to reveal them to themselves and
bring them to the place of receiving the Holy Spirit.
They could not see their need to receive the Holy
Spirit until they found out that they were spiritual
paupers. “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked to
have you, that he might sift you as wheat” (Luke
22:31 rv). Jesus allowed Peter to go over a moral
precipice and deny that he ever knew Himt", before
Peter realised what it was that kept him from being
a disciple. It is not necessary for everyone to go
through the way of Peter’s sifting, but the sifting
must come in some form or other. The preaching of
the gospel of temperament will not do for the
making of disciples; nor will Jesus shield us in the
slightest degree from any of the requirements of
discipleship.

The early disciples were honest, sincere, zealous
men; they had given up everything to follow Jesus;
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their sense of the heroic was grand, but where did it
all end? “They all forsook Him, and fled.™ They
came to realise that no human earnestness or
sincerity on earth can ever begin to fulfil what Jesus
demands of a disciple. Then after the Resurrection,
Jesus “breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” They had come now to
the end of themselves and all self-sufficiency, and in
their destitution they were willing to receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. “Their eyes were opened, and
they knew Him"; their inner consciousness was
opened, there was a totally new power on the
inside. “They could do what they could not do
before, because He enabled them to do it.” But they
had first of all to be brought within the moral frontier
of need before they realised they were powerless to
live and move in the kingdom where Jesus lived.

2. Days of Our Flesh
The Determination to Serve (Luke 10:20)

Natural devotion may be all very well to attract
men to Jesus, to make them feel the fascination of
His claims; but natural devotion will never make a
disciple, it will always deny Jesus somewhere or
other. To-day, as in the days of His flesh, men are
being drawn to Jesus by their dominating sincerity,
but human sincerity is not enough to make a man a
disciple of Jesus Christ. There are many to-day who
are sincere, but they are not real; they are not
hypocrites, but perfectly honest and earnest and
desirous of fulfilling what Jesus wants of them, but
they really cannot do it, the reason being that they
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have not received the Holy Spirit Who will make
them real.

The modern phrase we hear so often, “Decide for
Christ,” is most misleading, because it puts the
emphasis on the wrong thing, and is apt to present
Jesus Christ in a false way as Someone in need of
our allegiance. A decision cannot hold for ever,
because a man is the same after making it as before,
and there will be a reaction sooner or Ilater.
Whenever a man fails in personal experience it is
because he has never received anything. There is
always a positive difference in a man when he has
received something—new powers begin to manifest
themselves. Nothing has any power to alter a man
save the incoming of the life of Jesus, and that is the
only sign that he is born again.

The bedrock in Jesus Christ’s Kingdom is not
sincerity, not deciding for Christ, not a determination
to serve Him, but a complete and entire recognition
that we cannot begin to do it; then, says
Jesus, “Blessed are you.” Jesus Christ can do
wonderful things for the man who enters into His
Kingdom through the moral frontier of need.
Decisions for Christ fail not because men are not in
earnest, but because the bedrock of Christianity is
ignored. The bedrock of Christianity does not lie in
vowing or in strength of will; to begin with it is not
ethical at all, but simply the recognition of the fact
that I have not the power within me to do what my
spirit longs to do. “Come unto Me,” said Jesus, not
“Decide for Me.” When [ realise my inability to be
what the New Testament tells me [ should be, I have
to come to Jesus “just as [ am.” [ realise that [ am an
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abject pauper, morally and spiritually; if ever I am
going to be what Jesus wants me to be, He must
come in and do it. Jesus Christ claims on the basis
of His Redemption that He can put into any man
who is consciously poor enough to receive it, His
own disposition, i.e. the ability not only to will but to
do (see Philippians 2:12-13). The knowledge of our
own poverty brings us to the moral frontier where
Jesus Christ works.

If you are trying to live up to a standard of belief
and find you have not the power to do it, be humble
enough to recognise that Jesus Christ knows more
about the matter than you do. He has pledged His
Father’s honour to give you the Holy Spirit if you ask
Him—"Ifye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children: how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him?” (Luke 11:13). The Holy Spirit at work in our
personal lives enables us to make the ideal and the
actual one, and we begin slowly to discern that we
have been brought into the place where Jesus Christ
tells. The beginning of spiritual life is away down
where it cannot be traced; the theological
explanation will emerge presently. The first thing a
man needs is to be born into the Kingdom of God
by receiving the Holy Spirit, and then slowly and
surely be turned into a disciple. The entrance into
the Kingdom of God is always through the moral
frontier of need. At any turn of the road the touch
may come.

II1
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The Holy Spirit is the missing factor in our personality, and
without it we cannot be altogether as God wants us to be.
An abiding gift makes an abiding change in the person to
whom the gift is made.

Selby

1. In the Days of His Resurrection

Jesus put the early disciples through crises until
they discovered that they could not be disciples by
means of ordinary human sincerity and devotion.
Human earnestness and vowing cannot make a
man a disciple of Jesus Christ any more than it can
turn him into an angel; a man must receive
something, and that is the meaning of being born
again. When once a man is struck by his need of the
Holy Spirit, God will put the Holy Spirit into his spirit.
In regeneration, a man'’s personal spirit is energised
by the Holy Spirit, and the Son of God is formed in
him (see Galatians 1:15-16; 4:19). This is the New
Testament evangel, and it needs to be re-stated.
New birth refers not only to a man’s eternal
salvation, but to his being of value to God in this
order of things; it means infinitely more than being
delivered from sin and from hell. The gift of the
essential nature of God is made efficacious in us by
the entering in of the Holy Spirit; He imparts to us
the quickening life of the Son of God, and we are
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lifted into the domain where Jesus lives (see John
3:5).

Our creeds teach us to believe in the Holy Spirit:
the New Testament says we must receive Him. The
man who is crumpled up with sin is the one who
most quickly comes to realise his need. It takes the
upright man a long while to realise that his natural
virtues are the remnants of a design which has been
broken, and that the only way the design can be
fulfilled is by his being made all over again. “Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born
again.” The bedrock in Jesus Christ's kingdom is
poverty, not possession; weakness, not strength of
will; infirmity of character, not goodness; a sense of
absolute poverty, not decisions for Christ. “Blessed
are the poor in spirit.” That is the entrance, and it
takes a long time to bring us to a knowledge of our
own poverty. The greatest blessing we ever get from
God is to know that we are destitute spiritually.

The Revelation of Christ (Luke 24:16, 31)

The disciples were with Jesus for three years, but
they only once discerned Him, in the one intuitive
flash recorded in Matthew 16, when it was revealed
to Peter Who Jesus wast. OQur Lord never sent the
disciples out on the ground that He had done
something for them, but only on the ground that
they had seen Him (cf. John 9:35-36; 10:14-18).
Mary Magdalene had had seven devils cast out of
hert, but it was not until Jesus revealed Himself to
her after His resurrection that He said—"Go tell My
brethren. . . .”t The man who has seen Jesus can
never be daunted; the man who has only a personal
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testimony as to what Jesus has done for him may
be daunted, but nothing can turn the man who has
seen Him; he endures “as seeing Him Who is
invisible.”

Is my knowledge of Jesus born of inner spiritual
perception, or is it only what [ have learned by
listening to others? Have I something in my life that
connects me with the Lord Jesus as my personal
Saviour? All spiritual history must have a personal
knowledge for its bedrock.

2. In the Days of Our Regeneration

Every man has need of new birth. “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Jesus
did not speak these words to a man down and out
in sin, but to a sterling, worthy, upright man. The
conception of new birth in the New Testament is not
a conception of something that springs out of us, but
of something that enters into us. Just as our Lord
came into human history from without, so He must
come into us from without. Our new birth is the birth
of the life of the Son of God into our old human
nature, and our human nature has to be transfigured
by the indwelling life of the Son of God. Have I
allowed my personal human life to become a
“Bethlehem” for the Son of God? It is not that God
patches up my natural virtues, but that I learn by
obedience to make room for Jesus Christ to exhibit
His disposition in me. It is impossible to imitate the
disposition of Jesus. Am [ becoming the birthplace
of the Son of God (see Luke 1:35), or do I only know
the miracle of God’s changing grace?

96 LIVING WORD AMI THE LOVE OF ODD

L4

THINK AGAIN

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES




\/
0’0

The Realisation of Christ (John 20:28)

The one great characteristic of being born from
above (rv mg) is that I know Who Jesus is. It is a
discernment; something has happened on the
inside, the surgery of events has opened my eyes.
Is Jesus Christ a revelation to me, or is He simply an
historical character? How are we to det the
revelation of Who Jesus is? Very simply. Jesus said
that the Holy Spirit would glorify Him, and we can
receive the Holy Spirit by asking (see Luke 11:13);
then we too shall be in the same category with Peter,
and Jesus will say, “Blessed art thou, . . . for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My
Father which is in heaven.” We can only know the
Father through the Son (see Matthew 11:27), and
regeneration means that God puts into my spirit the
Spirit of His Son. Ask God on the authority of Jesus
to give you the Holy Spirit, and He will do so; but
you will never ask until you have struck the bottom
board of your need.

When I asked God to give me the Holy Spirit, He
did so, and what a transformation took place! Life
became heaven on earth after being hell on earth.
Never say that Jesus has done in you what you
know He has not done. God comes to any man
instanter when he asks, and the man will realise the
difference in his actual experience; when things
happen he is amazed at the change that has been
wrought, not by an effort of his will, but by banking
on the new power within.

When we receive the Holy Spirit, we receive the
quickening life that lifts us into the domain where
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Jesus lives and we have the revelation of Who He is.
The secret of the Christian is that he knows the
absolute Deity of Jesus Christ. Has Jesus made any
difference to us in our actual life? The essence of
Christianity is not a creed or a doctrine, but an
illumination that emancipates us—"I see Who Jesus
is.” It is always a surprise, never an intellectual
conception. “The wind bloweth where it listeth, . . .
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”

IV

It is the true nature of the Pentecostal experience to
produce a congruily between the message and the
messenger. The Gospel has to be proclaimed, it has to be
commended, it has to be announced, but it has to be
adorned. The Holy Ghost will fall on those who hear the
word when it has fallen on those who speak the word.

Selby

My spiritual life is based on some word of God
made living in me; when [ transact on that word, I
step into the moral frontier where Jesus works. He
says, ‘Come unto Me"; “Ask, and it shall be given
you't—commitment is always required. An
intellectualist never pushes an issue of will. Our Lord
uses the word “believe” in a moral sense, not in an
intellectual sense. “Commit yourself to Me.” We are
to believe in a Person, not to believe for
something. “This is the work of God, that ye believe.
..." Christianity is not a matter of deciding for Christ,
nor of making vows, but of receiving something
from God on the basis of His promise in Luke 11:13.
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The reception of the Holy Spirit is the maintained
attitude of the believer, Be being filled with the Spirit.
The way of His entrance into us is the knowledge of
our own poverty.

1. In the Days of His Resurrection

The Promise of the Highest (Luke 24:49-53; Acts
1:4)

The reason the disciples had to tarry until the Day
of Pentecost was not merely that they might be fitted
to receive the promise: they had to wait until the
Lord was glorified historically, for not until in the
decrees of God the fullness of time was reached that
the Son of God should be glorified and ascend to the
right hand of the Father, did the personal Holy Spirit
descend (see John 15:26; Acts 2:33). The
parenthesis in John 7:39 (“for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified”) does not apply to us. The Holy Spirit has
been given; Jesus has been glorified; the waiting
depends upon our fithess, not upon God's
providence. The reception of the Holy Ghost
depends entirely upon moral preparation. I must
abide in the light which the Holy Ghost sheds and
be obedient to the word of God; then when the
power of God comes upon such obedience there
will be the manifestation of a strong family likeness
to Jesus. It is easier to be swayed by emotions than
to live a life shot through with the Holy Spirit, a life
in which Jesus is gdlorified. The Holy Spirit is
absolutely honest, He indicates the things that are
right and the things that are wrong.
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“Tarryye . .. until. . . .” This is the New Testament
conception of fasting, not from food only but from
everything, until the particular thing we have been
told to expect is fulfilled. Fasting means
concentration in order that the purpose of God may
be developed in our lives. ". . . until ye be endued
with power from on high.” There is only one “power
from on high,” a holy power that transfigures
morality. Never yield to a power unless you know
its character. Spiritualism is more than trickery; it has
hold of powers that are not characterised by the holy
integrity of Jesus.

Jesus Christ gives the power of His own
disposition to carry us through if we are willing to
obey. That is why He is apparently so merciless to
those of us who have received the Holy Spirit,
because He makes His demands according to His
disposition, not according to our natural disposition.
On the basis of the Redemption God expects us to
erect characters worthy of the sons of God. He does
not expect us to carry on “evangelical capers,” but
to manifest the life of the Son of God in our mortal

flesh.
2. In The Days of Our Regeneration

The Sovereign Preference (John 21:15-17)

Our Lord here is not only reinstating Peter, but
laying down the basis of the apostolic office, and He
bases it on love. “Lovest thou Me more than
these?” There is not the slightest strand of delusion
left in Peter's mind about himself; he has come to

an end of all his self-sufficiency (cf. John 13:37), and
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the question of his Lord is a revelation to himself as
to how much he does love Him—"Lord, thou
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love
Thee.” Love is the sovereign preference of my
person for another person, and when the Holy Spirit
is in a man, that other Person is Jesus. The only
Lover of the Lord Jesus Christ is the Holy Ghost
(see Romans 5:5). When a man has entered into a
personal relationship with Jesus by means of the
reception of the Holy Spirit, the first characteristic of
that relationship is the nourishing of those who
believe in Jesus. “Lovest thou Me? . . . Feed My
sheep.” That is what we are saved for, not to feed
our converts, or to promulgate our explanation of
things, but to be sent out by Christ, possessed of His
Spirit, to feed His sheep. There is no release from
that commission.

When we are young in grace we go where we
want to go; but Jesus says, “When thou shalt be old,
. . another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither
thou wouldest not.” The reference to Peter's death
by crucifixion has a symbolic meaning for the real
innerness of being fastened for discipline. It is this
stage of spiritual experience that brings us into touch
with the spirit of Jesus in that "even Christ pleased
not Himself.” This is the crisis of discipleship. We do
not object to being delivered from sin, but we do not
intend to give up the right to ourselves; it is this point
that is balked. Jesus will never make us give up our
right to ourselves; we must do it of our own
deliberate choice. Our Lord always talks about
discipleship with an “IF.” “If any man will be My
disciple’—those are the conditions (see Luke 14:26-
27, 33).
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“And when He had spoken this, He saith unto
him, Follow Me.” When three years before Jesus
said, “Follow Me,"” Peter did it easily; the fascination
ofJesus was upon him, and he followed without any
hesitation. The one being Peter did not know was
himself, and he came to the place where he denied
Jesus with oaths and cursest, and his heart broke.
Then he received the Holy Spirit; and again Jesus
says, "Follow Me.” There is only one lodestar in
Peter’s life now, the Lord Jesus Christ; he is to follow
Jesus now in the submission of his will and his
intelligence to Him.

The way Jesus dealt with the disciples is the way
He deals with us. He surrounded the disciples with
an atmosphere of His own life and put in seed
thoughts, that is, He stated His truth, and left it to
come to fruition. “I have yet many things to say unto
you, but ye cannot bear them now,” i.e. you are not
in the domain where you can understand. The
disciples did not understand what Jesus taught them
in the days of His flesh; but His teaching took on
new meaning when once they received the Holy
Spirit (see John 14:26; 16:13").

Redemption means that Jesus Christ can give me
His own disposition, and all the standards He gives
are based on that disposition. Jesus Christ s teaching
is for the life He puts in.

\'4
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The victory that overcomes the world is not hurman love,
but Christian faith; it is not won by the natural heart, but
by the re-creating cross.

Forsyth’

1. In the Days of His Ascension
The Promise of Authoritative Lordship (Acts 1:8)

There is only one Lord of men, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and yet He never insists upon His authority;
He never says “Thou shalt”; He takes the patient
course with us, as He did with the early disciples.
When they received the Holy Spirit, He took absolute
control of them, and Jesus Christ’s teachings took on
new meaning. Naturally we do not pay any attention
to what Jesus says unless it is in agreement with our
own conceptions; we come to realise that Jesus
Christ does not tell outside certain moral frontiers.
The teaching of Jesus only begins to apply to us
when we have received the disposition that ruled
Him. Jesus Christ makes human destiny depend
entirely upon a man's relationship to Himself
(see John 3:36). According to our Lord, the bedrock
of membership in the Christian Church is a personal

" Peter Taylor Forsyth (1848-1921): British Congregationalist minister and
theologian. Chambers read many of Forsyth’'s books and valued his
insights.
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revelation from God as to Who Jesus is, and a public
declaration of it (cf. Matthew 15:15-19).

Our Lord taught His Lordship to His disciples, and
said that after He had ascended He would send forth
the Holy Spirit, Who would be the Disposer of
affairs, both individual and international. We have
not made Jesus Christ Lord, we have not given up
the right to ourselves to Him, consequently we
continually muddle our affairs by our own intuitions
and desires for our own ends. Both nations and
individuals have tried Christianity and abandoned it,
because it has been found too difficult; but no man
has ever gone through the crisis of deliberately
making Jesus Lord and found Him to be a failure.

“God is no respecter of persons. "t Christianity
cuts out a man’'s personal prejudices. A moral
earthquake was required before Peter recognised
that God was the same to the crowd outside as to
those within (see Acts 10). We are apt to imagine
that God will only work according to precedent. The
Holy Ghost is world-wide. God says that He will
pour out His spirit “upon all flesh” (Joel 2:28"). Men
who are not the servants of God may have a right
vision in view for the human race, a vision of the
time when men shall live as brothers. The difference
does not lie in the vision, because the source of the
vision is the Spirit of God; it lies in the way the vision
is to be fulfilled. The servant of God knows that it
can be fulfilled in only one way, viz. on the basis of
Redemption. “Your sons and your daughters” refers
to the men who have no concern about the
Redemptive point of view.
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The brotherhood of the New Testament is indeed meant
to cover the race at last, but it is the brotherhood of
Christian faith and love, not of mankind.

Forsyth’

All men are brothers, but they are not the brothers
of Christ until they have become so by a moral
likeness of disposition.

As our Lord ascendedt He stretched forth His
hands; the last the disciples saw of Jesus was His
pierced hands. The pierced hands are emblematic
of the Atonement. “If any man shall say unto you,
Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.”t The
declaration of the angel was that it is “this same
Jesus” Who is to come again, with the marks of the
Atonement on Him. The wounded hands and feet
are a symbol of the Redeemer Who will come again.
There are no marks of Atonement in the “Labour
Christ,” or the “Socialist Christ,” or the “Christian
Science Christ.”

2. In the Days of Our Apprehension

The Sacramental Personality (Ephesians 4:8-12)

" Peter Taylor Forsyth (1848-1921): British Congregationalist minister and
theologian.

105 LIvVING WORD AMI THE LOVE OF 0DD

L4

THINK AGAIN

PERSONAL STUDY NOTES




\/
0’0

Up to the time of the Transfiguration*, our Lord
had exhibited the normal, perfect life of a Man; after
the Transfiguration everything is unfamiliar to us.
From the Transfiguration onwards, we are dealing
not so much with the life our Lord lived as with the
way in which He made it possible for us to enter into
His life. On the Mount of Ascension’ the
Transfiguration was completed, and our Lord went
back to His primal glory; but He did not go back
simply as Son of God: He went back as Son of Man
as well as Son of God. That means there is freedom
of access now for anyone straight to the very throne
of God through the Ascension of the Son of Man. At
His Ascension our Lord entered Heaven, and He
keeps the door open for humanity to enter.

Our Lord told the disciples that the sign of His
Ascension would be that He would send forth “the
promise of My Father” upon them (Luke 24:49). The
Holy Spirit is not “this same Jesus,” He is the Bond-
servant of the Son of God, doing /7 human lives all
that Jesus did for them. The Holy Spirit is in
complete subjection to the Person of the Redeemer
for the purposes of Redemption, as our Lord was in
subjection to the Father (see John 5:19; 16:13).

Notice the gifts that the apostle Paul says Jesus
sent after He ascended—viz. apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers—“for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.” The test of a
preacher or teacher is that as we listen to him we
are built up in our faith in Jesus Christ and in our
intimacy with Him; otherwise he is not a gift from

God. To-day we are apt to test the preacher on the
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ground of his personality and not by his building up
of the saints. “My sheep hear My voice,” said
Jesus—preaching and teaching that comes from a
central relationship to Himself. “Lovest thou Me? . .
. Feed My sheep.” Once the crisis of identification
with Jesus is passed, the characteristic of the life is
that we keep open house for the universe. The saint
is at home anywhere on Mother Earth; he dare be
no longer parochial or denominational; he belongs
to no particular crowd, he belongs to Jesus Christ. A
saint is a sacramental personality, one through
whom the presence of God comes to others
(see John 7:37-39).

“Till we all attain . . . unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13 rv).
The personal Holy Spirit builds us up into the body
of Christ. All that Jesus Christ came to do is made
ours experimentally by the Holy Spirit, and all His
gifts are for the good of the whole body, not for
individual exaltation. Individuality must go in order
that the personal life may be brought out into
fellowship with God. By the baptism of the Holy
Ghost we are delivered from the husk of
independent individuality, our personality is
awakened and brought into communion with God.
We too often divorce what the New Testament never
divorces. The baptism of the Holy Ghost is not an
experience apart from Christ: it is the evidence of the
ascended Christ. It is not the baptism of the Holy
Ghost that changes men, but the power of the
ascended Christ coming into men'’s lives by the Holy
Ghost that changes them. “Ye shall be witnesses
unto Me.” This great Pentecostal phrase puts the
truth for us in unforgettable words. Witnesses not so
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much of what Jesus Christ can do, but witnesses
unto Me, a delight to the heart of Jesus, a satisfaction
to Him wherever He places us.

A saint’s life is in the hands of God as a bow and
arrow in the hands of an archer. God is aiming at
something the saint cannot see; He stretches and
strains, and every now and again the saint says: “I
cannot stand any more.” But God does not heed; He
goes on stretching until His purpose is in sight, then
He lets fly. We are here for God’s designs, not for
our own. We have to learn that this is the
dispensation of the humiliation of the saints. The
Christian Church has blundered by not recognising
this. In another dispensation themanifestation of the
saints will take place, but in this dispensation we are
to be disciples of Jesus Christ, not following our own
convictions but remaining true to Him.

The great lack to-day is of people who will think
along Christian lines; we know a great deal about
salvation but we do not go on to explore
the “unsearchable riches of Christ.” We do not know
much about giving up the right to ourselves to Jesus
Christ, or about the intense patience of “hanging in”
in perfect certainty that what Jesus says is true.
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Now Is It Possible—

And I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

We never can be faultless in this life, but God's
Book brings out that we must be blameless, that
is, undeserving of censure from God’s standpointttt,
and remember what His standpoint is. He can see
into every crook and cranny of my spirit and soul
and body, and He demands that [ be blameless in
all my relationships so that He Himself can see
nothing worthy of censure. The revelation is one
which shows the supernaturalness of the work of
sanctification. It cannot be done by praying, by
devoting myself, by believing; it can only be done by
the supernatural power of a supernatural God.

1. To Be Blameless in My Self Life?
[ pray God your whole spirit and soul

and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Now where are we? Is there the tiniest element
of the conviction of the Spirit of God? If so, yield to
Him at once. We must distinguish between the
working of our own suspicions and the checking of
the Spirit of God who works as quietly and silently
as a breeze. As He brings back to our mind our
bodily life in this past week in public and in private,
in eating and drinking, have we been blameless in
our self life? Sanctification means that God keeps
my whole spirit and soul and body undeserving of
censure in His sight.

Take the soul—how have we been conducting
our imaginations, our motives, our fancies, and all
the working of our reasoning life; is there anything
for the Spirit of God to check and censure? We must
not say because we are sanctified we are sure to be
right. The seal of sanctification in the practical life is
that it is blameless, undeserving of censure before
Godiit.  Blamelessness is not faultlessness;
faultlessness was the condition of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We never can be faultless in this life, we are
in impaired human bodies; but by sanctification we
can be blameless. Our disposition can be
supernaturally altered until in the simplicity of life
before God the whole limit is holy, and if that is to
be done, it must be by the great grace of God. “My
peace I give unto you.” The Spirit of God works with
an amazing zeal on Christ’'s words.

“I pray God your whole spirit . . . be preserved
blameless.” Are we spiritually affected before God?
Are our petitions our own? Do we put our will into
them? Do we borrow our sentiments, or are they
really ours? Paul does not say we are to be
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blameless in our self life in the view of other people.
We never shall be; Jesus Christ was not. It was said
of His bodily life—"Behold a man gluttonous, and a
winebibber,”t of His soul life—"He . . . is mad,” and
of His spirit life—"He hath a devil"; but before God
He was blameless. Some of us are so concerned
about being blameless before men that we are to be
blamed before God. The apostle Paul prays that we
may be sanctified and preserved blameless; then it
is a matter of absolute indifference what anyone
thinks of us, but it is not a matter of indifference
what God'’s Holy Spirit thinks of us.

If we are sanctified by the power of the God of
peace, our self life is blameless before Him, there is
nothing to hide; and the more we bring our soul
under the searchlight of God the more we realise the
ineffable comfort of the supernatural work He has
done.

Of ourselves we can never be any of the things
God says we must be. We can never be blameless
by thinking about it, or by praying about it, but only
by being sanctified, and that is God's absolute
sovereign work of grace. “Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Do
I believe God can sanctify me? “Christ Jesus . . . is
made unto us . . . sanctification.” Have we the quiet
confidence of a child that the life of Jesus Christ can
be formed in us until the relationship to God of spirit,
soul and body is without blame before Him? It is not
the perfection of attainment in thinking, or in bodily
life, or in worship, but the perfection of a blameless
disposition, nothing in it to censure, and that in the
eyes of God who sees everything.
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Is it possible to be blameless in our self life? Paul
says it is, and the writer to the Hebrews states that
it is by sanctification we are made one with Jesus.
“For both He that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one” (Hebrews 2:11). That is the
glorious work of Jesus Christ in our life. Has He
performed His work in us or has He not? Do not ask
anybody else about it, the Holy Spirit will show you
as clearly as can be. If you are right with God, you
would not thank the angel Gabriel for telling you,
because you know it. It will be the witness not of a
word only, but nothing Iless than absolute
agreement with God'’s standard when He brings you
up against it.

2. To Be Blameless in My Social Life?

That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation [rv], among whom
ye shine as Ilights in the world.
(Philippians 2:15)

Am [ without blame in relation to my father and
mother, to my wife or husband, my brothers and
sisters? If the work of Jesus Christ has had its way in
us, God Almighty can see nothing to censure when
He scrutinises us by His Holy Spirit. The Spirit of
God does not work as our minds do, that is, He does
not work with suspicion, He works silently and
gently as daylight. There will be a check here, an
illumination there, a wonderful all-over realisation—
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“Thank God, He has done it!” There is no need to
protest or to profess. We have to be blameless in all
our social relationships before God, but that will not
mean that our relations will think us blameless! We
can always gauge where we are by the teachings of
Jesus Christ.

Is it possible to be blameless in our social life?
The Apostle Paul says it is, and if we were asked
whether we believed God could make us blameless,
we would all say, “Yes.” Well, has He done it? If God
has not sanctified us and made us blameless, there
is only one reason why He has not—we do not want
Him to. “This is the will of God, even your
sanctification.” We have not to urge God to do it, it
is His will; is it our will? Sanctification is the work of
the supernatural power of God.

3. To Be Blameless in My Spiritual Life?

According as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy

and without blame before Him in love. (Ephesians
1:4)

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such
things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him in
peace, without spot, and blameless. (2 Peter 3:14)

Is it possible to be blameless in our spiritual
relationship to Almighty God, to Jesus Christ and to
the Holy Ghost? It is not only possible, but God'’s
word tells us that that is what God does—"If we
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walk in the light, as He is in the light, . . . the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1
John 1:7). That is cleansing not from conscious sin
only but from infinitely more, it is cleansing to the
depths of crystalline purity so that God Himself can
see nothing impure. That is the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ; to make His work anything less would
be blasphemous. If God Almighty cannot do that in
your life and mine, we have “followed cunningly
devised fables.” Unless Jesus Christ can re-make
Himself in us, what is the meaning of those thirty
years in Nazareth, those three years of His public
life? What is the meaning of the Cross of Jesus
Christ, of His Resurrection and Ascension, if He
cannot cleanse us from all sin? But, bless God, He
can! The point is—have we let Him do it? Beware of
praising Jesus Christ whilst all the time you
cunningly refuse to let the Spirit of God work His
salvation efficaciously in your life. Remember, the
battle is in the will; whenever we say “I can't,” or
whenever we are indifferent, it means “I won't.” It is
better to let Jesus Christ uncover the obstinacy. If
there is one point where we say “I won't” then we
shall never know His salvation. From the moment
that God uncovers a point of obstinacy in us and we
refuse to let Him deal with it, we begin to be
sceptical, to sneer and watch for defects in the lives
of others. But when once we yield to Him entirely,
He makes us blameless in our personal life, in our
practical life, and in our profound life. It is not done
by piety, it is wrought in us by the sovereign grace
of God, and we have not the slightest desire to trust
in ourselves in any degree, but in Him alone.
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“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24).
Can God keep me from stumbling this second? Yes.
Can He keep me from sin this second? Yes. Well,
that is the whole of life, you cannot live more than a
second at a time. If God can keep you blameless this
second, He can do it the next. No wonder Jesus
Christ said “Let not your heart be troubled”! We do
get troubled when we do not remember the
amazing power of God.
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Will You Go Out without
Knowing?

Abraham . . . went out, not knowing
whither he went. Hebrews 11:8

That is true either of a fool or a faithful soul. One
of the hardest lessons to learn is this one that
Abraham’s life brings out. He went out of all his own
ways of looking at things and became a fool in the
eyes of the world.

1. Out in Separation unto God

Now the Lord said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house,
unto the land that I will shew thee.
(Genesis 12:1 rv)

Have you been “out” in that way? If you have,
there is no logical statement possible if anyone asks
what you are doing. Suppose you are asked why
you are in this College,” you do not know, and you

" this College: Bible Training College. Residential school near Clapham
Common in SW London, sponsored by the League of Prayer. Oswald
Chambers was Principal and main teacher; Biddy Chambers was Lady
Superintendent. Known as the BTC, it opened in 1911 and closed in July
1915 because of World War L.
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ought not to know. One of the greatest difficulties in
Christian work is that everyone says—‘Now what
do you expect to do?” Of course you do not know
what you are going to do. The only thing you know
is that God knows what He is about.

Separation unto God is the first characteristic—
separation unto God for food, for clothing, for
money, for the next step. It is a “going out” of all
your “kindred” and “house” ways of looking at
things, a “going out” with nothing in view, but being
perfectly certain that you are separated unto
God. “Beloved, think it not strange,” says Peter,
“concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though a strange thing happened unto you: but
rejoice. . . .” Whenever you have been faithful to
God, you do not know you have been faithful until
it is pointed out, and you say—“Why, [ never
thought of that as a test.” It is only on looking back
that you find it was. We have continually to revise
our attitude towards God and see if it is a “going
out,” out of everything, trusting in God entirely. It is
this attitude that keeps us in perpetual wonder. We
know God, and we know He is a supernatural God
who works miracles, and our attitude is one of
childlike amazement—"I don't know what God is
going to do next.” A child sees giants and fairies
where we see only the most prosaic things. Jesus

said “. . . except ye . . . become as little
children.™ Every morning we wake it is to be a
“going out,”  building in confidence on

God. “Therefore [ say unto you, take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on,” take
no thought, that is, for anything you did take thought
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for before you “went out.” Before you “went out”
you did take thought for your life, for what you
should do tomorrow, but now you belong to the
crowd Jesus Christ heads, and you seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.!

2. Out in Surrender to God

And I will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great, and be thou a blessing.
(Genesis 12:2 rv)

It means more to surrender to God for Him to do
a big thing than to surrender a big thing to God. We
have to surrender our mean  little notions for a
tremendous revelation that takes our breath away.
For instance, am I humble enough to accept the
tremendous revelation that God Almighty, the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost will come and
make Their abode with me? (see John 14:23). Will I
so completely surrender the sense of my own
unworthiness that [ go out of all my own ways of
thinking and let God do exactly as He likes?

Sacrifice in the Bible means that we give to God
the best we have; it is the finest form of worship.
Sacrifice is not giving up things, but giving to God
with joy the best we have. We have dragged down
the idea of surrender and of sacrifice, we have taken
the life out of the words and made them mean
something sad and weary and despicable; in the

"mean: ordinary, common, low, or ignoble, rather than cruel or spiteful
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Bible they mean the very opposite. To go out in
surrender to God means the surrendering of the
miserable sense of my own un-importance. Am 1
willing to surrender that mean” little sense for the
great big idea God has for me? Am I willing to
surrender the fact that I am an ignorant, useless,
worthless, too-old person? There is more hindrance
to God's work because people cling to a sense of
unworthiness than because of conceit. “ Who am 17
Instantly the trend of the mind is to say—"Oh well,
[ have not had any education”; “I did not begin soon
enough.” Am [ willing to surrender the whole thing,
and go out in surrender to God? to go out of the
carnal mind into the spiritual?— “fools for Christ’s
sake™?

Abraham surrendered himself entirely to the
supernatural God. Have you got hold of a
supernatural God? not, do you know what God is
going to do? You cannot know, but you have faith
in Him, and therefore He can do what He likes. Has
God been trying to bring into your life the fact that
He is supernatural, and have you been asking Him
what He is going to do? He will never tell you. God
does not tell us what He is going to do, He reveals
to you who He is (cf. John 14:12-13). Do you believe
in a miracle-working God, and will you go out in
surrender to Him? Have you faith in your holiness
or in God? faith in your obedience or in God? Have
you gone out in surrender to God until you would
not be an atom surprised at anything He did? No
one is surprised over what God does when once he

"mean: ordinary, common, low, or ignoble, rather than cruel or spiteful
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has faith in Him. Have you a supernatural God, or
do you tie Him up by the laws of your own mind?

We blunder mostly on the line of surrender, not
of conceit, in the continual reminders we give to God
that we are small and mean.” We are much worse
than small and mean: Jesus said—"Without Me ye
can do nothing.” Let us surrender all thinking about
ourselves either for appreciation or depreciation,
cast ourselves confidently on God and go out like
children.

3. Out in Sanctification for God

So Abram went, as the Lord had spoken
unto him. (Genesis 12:4)

Sanctification means going out as God has told
us. Are we going along the line God has told us in
the things we have been saying and thinking, in
letter-writing, to people in difficulty, in prayer? If it is
a matter of our own personal sanctification, let us
put God between ourselves and the difficulty.

Our Lord did not rebuke His disciples for making
mistakes, but for not having faith. The two things
that astonished Him were “little faith™ and “great
faith.”tt Faith is not in what Jesus Christ can do, but
in Himself, and anything He can do is less than
Himself.

"mean: ordinary, common, low, or ignoble, rather than cruel or spiteful
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Suppose that God is the God we know Him to be
when we are nearest to Him, what an impertinence
worry is! Think of the unspeakable marvel of the
remaining hours of this day, and think how easily
we can shut God right out of His universe by the
logic of our own heads, by a trick of our nerves, by
remembering the way we have limited Him in the
past—banish Him right out, and let the old drudging,
carking care come in, until we are a disgrace to the
name of Jesus. But once let the attitude be a
continual “going out” in dependence on God and the
life will have an ineffable charm, which is a
satisfaction to Jesus Christ.

We have to learn how to “go out” of everything,
out of convictions, out of creeds, out of experiences,
out of everything, until so far as our faith is
concerned, there is nothing between us and God.
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Do You Continue to Go with
Jesus?

Ye are they which have continued with
Me in My temptations.Luke 22:28"

We are apt to imagine that our Lord was only
tempted once and that then His temptations were
over. His temptations went on from the first
moment of His conscious life to the last, because His
holiness was not the holiness of Almighty God, but
the holiness of man, which can only progress by
means of the things that go against it (see Hebrews
2:18; 4:15%). Are we going with Jesus in His
temptations? It is true that He is with us in our
temptations, but are we with Him in His? Many of
us cease to go with Jesus from the moment we have
an experience of what He can do. Like Peter, we
have all had moments when Jesus has had to say to
us, “What, could ye not watch with Me one hour?"

Are we lazy spiritually because we are so active in
God’s work? When the problems of the body face
us, do we stop going with Jesus? Do we listen to the
tempter’'s voice to put our bodily needs first—"Eat
bread, be well, first look after what you are going to
wear, and then attend to God"? It is the most subtle
voice any Christian ever heard, and whether it come
through an archangel or through a man or woman,
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it is the voice of the devil. Are we going with Jesus
along these lines, or are we putting our own needs
and the needs of men and social reform first?

Satan does not come on the line of tempting us
to sin, but on the line of making us shift our point of
view, and only the Spirit of God can detect this as a
temptation of the devil. It is the same in missionary
enterprise and in all Christian work. The Church is
apt not to go with Jesus in His temptations.
The temptations of Our Lord in the days of His
fleshit are the kind of temptations He is subjected to
in the temple of our body. Watch when God shifts
your circumstances and see whether you are going
with Jesus or siding with the world, the flesh and the
devil. We wear His badge, but are we going with
Him? “Upon this many of His disciples went back,
and walked no more with Him"” (rv).

The temptation may be to do some big startling
thing in order to prove that we really are the children
of God. Satan said to Jesus, “If Thou be the Son of
God, cast Thyself down from hence,” and to us he
says, “If you are saved and sanctified and true to
God, everyone you know should be saved too.” If
that were true, Jesus Christ is wrong in His revelation
of God. If by our salvation and right relationship to
God, we can be the means of turning our world
upside down, what has Jesus Christ been doing all
these years? The temptation is to claim that God
does something that will prove who we are and
what He has done for us. It is a temptation of the
devil, and can only be detected as a temptation by

the Spirit of God.
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Are we taking the pattern and print of our life from
some booklet or some band of Christians, or are we
continuing with Jesus, standing with Him in every
new circumstance of life? It is there that we
understand the fellowship of His sufferingsttt, and
the broader He makes our life and our mind and
circumstances, the more essential does the one
thing become—to continue with Him in His
temptations.

Have we given God as much “elbow room” in our
lives as Our Lord gave Him in His? Have we the one
set purpose, which is only born in us by the Son of
God, viz., not to do our own will but the will of
God? “. . . that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our mortal flesh.” The temptations of
Jesus continued all His earthly life, and they will
continue all the time of His life in us. Are we going
with Jesus in the life we are living now?

The temptation may be to compromise with
evil—"Don't be so tremendously strong against sin
and in denouncing the pleasures and interests that
make up this life as it is, and the whole world will be
at your feet™! Jesus Christ was tempted like His
brethren (see Hebrews 4:15), not like men who are
not born again. When we are tempted as He was,
do we continue to go with Him? What are we like
where nobody sees? Have we a place in our heart
and mind and life where there is always open
communion between ourselves and God so that we
can detect the voice of the devil when he comes
as “an angel of light” ? Every temptation of the devil
is full of the most amazing wisdom and the
understanding of every problem that ever stretched
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before men’s view. Satan's kingdom is based on
wisdom, along the lines he advocates lies success,
and men recognise this. Jesus Christ is not on the
line of success but on the spiritual line, the holy,
practical line and no other. If men and women do
not continue to go with Jesus, they will begin to
teach what undermines the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

“Ye are they which have continued with Me in My
temptations.”t Are we compromising in the tiniest
degree in mental conception with forces that do not
continue to go with Jesus, or are we maintaining the
attitude of Jesus Christ all through? Are we departing
from Jesus in the slightest way in connection with
the world to which we belong? Have we this past
week choked the Son of God in our life by
imperceptible degrees? Have the demands of the life
of the Son of God in us been a bit too spiritual, too
strong, too sternly holy, too sternly unworldly, too
pressing, too narrow, too much in the eye of God
only? or do we say “Yes, Lord, Il go with Thee all
the way"?

[ have made my choice for ever,
I will walk with Christ my Lord.

Watch where Jesus went. The one dominant note
in His life was to do His Father’s willtt. His is not the
way of wisdom or of success, but the way of
faithfulness.

No matter what your circumstances may be,
dont try to shield yourself from things God is
bringing into your life. We have the idea sometimes
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that we ought to shield ourselves from some of the
circumstances God brings round us. Never! God
engineers circumstances; we have to see that we
face them abiding continually with Him in His
temptationst. They are Histemptations, they are not
temptations to us, but to the Son of God in us. If you
talk about the subtle temptations that come to you
as a child of God to those who have not the life of
the Son of God, they will laugh at you. We
continually side with the prince of this world and
have to be brought back to a spiritual stock-taking.
Are we going with Jesus in His temptations in our
bodies? Are we going with Him in the temptations
of our mental and moral life, and of our spiritual life,
abiding true to God all through? That is the one
concern Jesus Christ has about us.

“Ye are they which have continued with Me in My
temptations.”t Do you continue to go with Jesus?
The way lies through Gethsemane, through the city
gate, outside the camp; the way lies alone, and the
way lies until there is no trace of a footstep left, only
the voice—"“Follow Me. "t

“As He is, even so are we in this world” (1v).
Where is Jesus in this world? There is no outward
manifestation of Jesus, and we are to be as He is,
hidden, true, and absolutely Ioyal to God.
Temptations do not come in fits and starts, they
abide all the time, and to continue with Jesus in
them is the way the holiness of our life is going to
be to the glory of God.
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The Graciousness of
Uncertainty

Do you know the clear water of a mountain
stream running the shadowy places of the trees and
of the brown and green mosses? Here and there is
a crystal pool, hidden beneath a rock—still it seems,
like a mirror—while yet all the lovely light and life of
the running stream passes through it continually.
Such a shadowy living pool is my thought of the life
of the beloved student of the B.T.C.” whom we used
to call “Lambie.”™

Her life was spent in the quiet places, but it held
the tragic sorrows and the deep joys of those who

really are alive as human men and women created
of God.

Bodily suffering and weakness were often her
portion (due to a fall from her horse while still a
young girl keen of all outdoor pursuits), but never
her conquerors: sacrifice and duties wilfully
undertaken and shared with the ones she loved
best, instead of a self-chosen and deeply desired
career elsewhere—these were hers. The

"B.T.C.: Bible Training College: Residential school near Clapham Common
in SW London, sponsored by the League of Prayer. Oswald Chambers was
Principal and main teacher; Biddy Chambers was Lady Superintendent.
Known as the BTC, it opened in 1911 and closed in July 1915 because of
World War 1.

"Lambie: Ruby Lamb.
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countryside loved and trusted her, and took her
teaching and her preaching to their hearts and
consciences because they saw her life from day to
day, and it was so very really that “outward and
visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace” that the
sacramental out-giving by word and prayer was to
men a real and valid thing. “Greatly beloved”—
might be written of her. And to those who enjoyed
her inner friendship that friendship must be one of
the indestructible and eternal things because in their
lives and in hers it is hid with Christ in God.

One who loved her said in my hearing how
beautiful her spirit would be in its manifestation
when this mortal shall have put on immortality, and
on those occasions when one caught it glancing out
of her eyes I realised the truth of what he said.

The current of her inner life ran swiftly, controlled
as well as indwelt by the Holy Spirit. She was trusted
to speak often in the Name of Jesus Christ our
Lord—for she never lowered His standard of truth,
nor failed to set the personal knowledge of Him as
the One essential goal for men and women in their
life on earth. She preached “Jesus Christ and Him
crucified” in its deep individual and racial
implications. Thank God for her life. It is a gladness
to think of her.

Katherine Ashe’

"Katherine Ashe (1865-1956): convert to Christ through Oswald Chambers’
influence in Ireland in 1908. Miss Ashe, as she was always known, came to
the BTC as a student and teacher, then went to Egypt in 1916 for ministry
to soldiers through the YMCA.
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Cairo, January 1938
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The Graciousness of
Uncertainty

It is not yet made manifest what we
shall be. 1 John 3:2 (rv)

We are apt to look upon uncertainty as a bad
thing, because we are all too mathematical and
common sense. We imagine we have to reach an
end; so we have, but a particular end is easily
reached, and is not of the nature of spiritual life. The
nature of spiritual life is that we are certain in our
uncertainty, consequently we do not make our
“nests” anywhere spiritually. Immediately we make
a “nest” out of an organisation or a creed or a belief,
we come across the biggest of all calamities, the fact
that all certainty brings death. G. K. Chesterton, that
insurgent writer, pronounces all certainties “dead
certainties.” Immediately [ become certain,
something dies. For instance, when I become
certain that my baby is no longer a baby but a little
girl, the baby is dead. When I become certain that
my single life is ended in married life, something is
dead—"that white funeral of the single life.”” In the
realm of belief, whenever [ become certain of my
creeds, I kill the life of God in my soul, because I

"white funeral: “white funeral of the single life,” phrase from Tennyson'’s
poem “To H.R.H. Princess Beatrice”; a passage from one stage of life to
another; leaving the past behind and moving into the future; spiritually,
death to self
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cease to believe in God and believe in my belief
instead. All through the Bible the realm of the
uncertain is the realm of joy and delight; the
certainty of belief brings distress. Certainty of God
means uncertainty in life; while certainty in belief
makes us uncertain of God. Certainty is the mark of
the common-sense life; gracious uncertainty is the
mark of the spiritual life, and they must both go
together. Mathematics is the rule of reason and
common sense, but faith and hope is the rule of the
spiritual. “It is not yet made manifest what we shall
be"—we are gloriously uncertain of the next step,
but we are certain of God. Immediately we abandon
to God and do the duty that lies nearest, He packs
our lives with surprises all the time; whereas if we
become the advocates of a set creed something
dies. All certainty brings death to something. When
we have a certain belief, we Kkill God in our lives,
because we do not believe Him, we believe our
beliefs about Him and do what Job's friends did—
bring God and human life to the standard of our
beliefs and not to the standard of God. The
helplessness of professional religion is that there is
no room for surprise, we tie God up in His laws and
in denominational doctrines and orders of services,
consequently we do not see God at all. The average
man is inarticulate about his belief, and the curious
thing is he does not connect his belief in goodness
and truth and justice with Jesus Christ and the
churches because the churches have
misrepresented Jesus Christ. We cannot “corner”
God or spiritual life, to think we can is the curse of
denominational belief—we have all the “stock” and
no one can have it except in our way. Jesus Christ
says, “Except ye . . . become as little children. . . ."t A
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little child is certain of its parents, but uncertain

about everything else, therefore it lives a perfectly
delightful healthy life.

1. The Surprise of Real Life (John 3:8)

These words convey our Lord's mind, but we
rarely pay any attention to His mind. He states there
emphatically that the Spirit of God works in
incalculable ways; we cannot say that He will work
through certain denominations and channels. In
times of revival people say they started in answer to
prayer, but this is questionable. Revivals start
entirely by the sheer surprise of the life of God. The
life of God springs out on the right hand and on the
left, we cannot calculate over God, and that is the
immense joy of Christian life. “. . . so is everyone
that is born of the Spirit.” To be certain of God
means that we are delightfully uncertain in all our
ways, we do not know what a day may bring forth.
That is generally said with a sigh of sadness, but it
should be rather an expression of breathless
unexpectedness. It is exactly the state of mind we
should be in spiritually, a state of expectant wonder,
like a child. When we are certain of God we always
live in this delightful uncertainty; whereas if we are
certain of our beliefs we become even-tenored
people who never expect to see God anywhere.

(a) The Frontiers of Death (John 6:53)

This is not a sad statement, but a joyful one.
Whenever we think we can get the life of God by
obedience or prayer or some kind of discipline, we
are wrong. We must realise the frontiers of death,
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that there is no more chance of our entering into the
life of God than a mineral has of entering the
vegetable kingdom; we can only enter into the
Kingdom of God if God will stoop down and lift us
up. That is exactly what Jesus Christ promises to do.
The bedrock of spiritual life as our Lord taught is
poverty—"Blessed are the poor in spirit,” not,
“Blessed are the strong-willed, or the prayerful or the
consecrated,” but, “Blessed is the man who knows
he is weak.” When we get there the surprise of God’s
life may come at any time. It does not come by
believing, that is a misrepresentation. Belief means
committing myself to the uncertainty of God. God
may spring forth at any minute in His own way in
us. It is a benediction to recognise the frontiers of
death—to recognise there is nothing at all of the
nature of God in ourselves, then the life of God may
spring forth at any minute in us. Mathematical
common sense makes us think that when we reach
the spiritual life we are certain. Up to the time of
entering the spiritual life we are certain; afterwards
we are gloriously uncertain. We do not know how
the life will emerge or what it is going to be. Every
now and again God leaves us behind the frontiers of
death (see Isaiah 50:10-11); He deals with us on the
death side and the life side all the time. The death
side is the most beneficial, for when we realise we
are dead and absolutely no use, we are unable to
begin to do anything, then the surprise of God’s real
life comes to us suddenly, and the extraordinary
surprise of real life is there.

(b) The Foundation of Discernment (John 3:3)
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“Ye must be born again.” That is a statement of
foundation fact. We cannot be born again of
ourselves any more than we can be born naturally.
We cannot say we will be born again, we will believe
in Jesus Christ, we will receive the Spirit; we simply
cannot do it. Jesus says, “The wind bloweth where
it listeth, . . . so is everyone that is born of the
Spirit.” Immediately we get into the attitude of
knowing that we have no life in us, that we cannot
re-make ourselves, then God comes in with His
surprise of life. The foundation of the spiritual
kingdom 1is, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” When
we are born from above (rv mg) the first
characteristic is that we begin to discern—"Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” After we are born again, we begin to discern,
not in thrilling experiences, but we begin to see
differently and the surprise of the spiritual life comes
in all around.

(c) The Fact of Direction (1 John 2:27)

The Spirit of God directs us when we remain true
to the life of God in us. The danger with all of us is
to want to direct one another; we are not certain that
young lives ought to be left alone, we do not believe
God can manage them. “I believe God can direct
me, because [ am so wise, but you are certain to go
wrong; I must instruct you.” The fact of direction in
spiritual life does not come from any human
element at all, it comes entirely in the surprising
manner of the life of God.

2. The Spontaneity of Real Love (1
Corinthians 13:4-8)
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Love is spontaneous, that is, not premeditated, it
springs up in extraordinary ways. There is nothing
mathematically certain in Paul's category of love. We
cannot say, ‘I am going to think no evil,” “I am going
to believe all things”; the characteristic of love is the
spontaneity of the whole thing. In everything to do
with the life of God in us we never discern its nature
till it is past. In looking back we find there was
extraordinary disinterestedness in a particular
emotion. We do not set in front of us the statements
of Jesus Christ as standards, we receive the life of
God and live up to the standard of His teaching
without knowing it, and on looking back we are the
most amazed beings on earth, which is the evidence
of the spontaneity of real love being there.

(a) The Springs of Love (John 17:26)

The springs of love are in God, that means love
cannot be found anywhere else. It is absurd for us
to try and find the love of God in our hearts naturally,
it is not there any more than the life of Jesus Christ
is there. Love and life are in God and in Jesus Christ
and in the Holy Spirit Whom God gives to us, not
because we merit Him, but according to His own
particular graciousness. We cannot say in the
abstract, “I am going to love my enemies,”t because
naturally we hate them; but when we have a real
actual enemy if the love of God is in us, we find we
do not hate him. The point is that the springs of love
are in the Holy Spirit, not in us. We cannot order the
Holy Spirit to come into us; we believe in God, He
does the rest. If I try to engineer ways in which to
show I love my wife, it is a certain sign I am
beginning not to love her. If we try to show how
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much we love God it is a sure sign we do not love
Him; if we love Him the evidence is absolutely
spontaneous, it does not need to be worked out, it
comes naturally, and if asked why we did certain
things we cannot say why, they were done
spontaneously according to the nature of love. Love
can be simulated, we can affect it and pretend we
have it; but when love is real it is spontaneous, and
so is spirituality. The danger is lest common sense
comes in and says, “Well, now suppose I was in that
condition”"—then it is all up. We cannot suppose
ourselves in any condition we have never been in,
therefore life is one of splendid uncertainty, we are
certain only of God, and in any circumstances we
are in the source of all these characteristics is the life
of God in us; we cannot work them up by prayer or
obedience; they are of the nature of God. “Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.” We have to keep
ourselves from being engrossed in the evil of
present certainty. There are any number of things in
the common-sense life which are apt to overcrowd
everything else, but in spite of them all the real life
of God springs up in this spontaneity of love, the
springs of which are in the Holy Spirit Who is given
unto us.

(6) The Strength of Life (Ephesians 3:17-19)

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith,” not by feeling or reckoning, but by faith. The
strength of life is not in the certainty that we can do
the thing, but in the perfect certainty that God wiill.
We are certain only of the One Whom we are
trusting. The strength of our life lies in knowing that
our strength is in God. “And to know the love of
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Christ"—its breadth, and length, and depth, and
height, we cannot get out of it anywhere. When we
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
it means that we are free from anxiety, free from
carefulness, so that during the twenty-four hours of
the day we do what we ought to do all the time, with
the strength of life bubbling up with real
spontaneous joy. How am I measuring the strength
of God in my life? The greatness of God’s power to
me a saint is measured by the power God
manifested when He raised Jesus from the dead
(Ephesians 1:19).

(c) The Supremacy of Loyalty (1 Corinthians
13:13)

Greater than faith, greater than hope, greater than
anything we can mention is love (rv), which is the
very nature of God, and the test of the reality of our
spiritual life is abandon to God, the actual condition
of gracious uncertainty. Such a life can be either the
most arrant piece of humbug, or the expression of
the life of God, consequently a saint and a hypocrite
may often look one and the same. In our actual
circumstances we are based on the God Whom we
love, not on our belief in anything. It is significant
that Jesus Christ never says anywhere what modern
evangelists say— Believe certain things about Jesus
Christ.” Jesus says, “Believe also in Me"—"leave the
whole thing to Me, you have nothing to do with
anything but your actual life, the thing that lies
nearest. It is gloriously uncertain how I will come in,
but [ will come.” The greatest thing in our lives is to
remain loyal to Jesus, and this will evidence itself as
His love at work in us.
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3. The Suddenness of Real Light (Luke 24:31)

Light is the symbol of intuitive discernment both
intellectual and spiritual. Immediately we see Jesus
Christ, He becomes a possession of our real
life. “The inheritance of the saints in light.” When
once we perceive Him by the suddenness of
spiritual light, we see Him in common-sense things.

(a) The Unexpected Issues (Isaiah 9:1-5 )

The characteristic of this passage 1is the
unexpectedness of the happenings. “Then was our
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with
singing.” We never dreamed that such a thing would
happen to us! This attitude of mind frequently
comes by the way of a calamity. Many a man has
had his soul restored in the valley of the shadowr,
not in the green pastures. There are clouds we fear
to enter, but on the inside of those clouds is the
suddenness of real light. We get the evidence of this
on the threshold of real sorrow and difficulty, there
is the suddenness of real light and a discernment of
things that was unsought, which we could get in no
other way.

(6) The Unrealised Interpretations (Job 42:5-6)

“Now mine eye seeth Thee, wherefore I abhor
my words [rv mg],” i.e. “I abhor the things I was
certain of, I abhor myself for being so obstinately
certain that I knew; but now I see.” In looking at
Job’s circumstances the curious thing is, he asks
conundrum after conundrum, and instead of their
being solved, the providence of God hurls more
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problems at him, till at last Job says, “Now I see.”
He did not perceive anything in the logical line, he
simply found that the interpretation lay with God.
Job discerned that truth is never gained by intellect,
but by moral conscientiousness. Truth is always a
vision that arises in the basis of the moral nature,
never in the intellect. Immediately we are rightly
related to God in moral relationships, instantly we
perceive. We can always tell the difference between
a man with a keen intellectual discernment and the
man with moral discernment; the latter always
appeals to the conscience, the former simply

convinces the mind and adds no power to the moral
life.

(c) The Unearned Increment (Jude 24)

Our lives are enriched with things we never
earned. The unearned increment is God, and the
popular phrase is right—"If I do my bit, God will see
it is all right.” But if the statement is made to mean
that God will count it as redemption, it is a devilish
lie which no man in his own mind ever thought of.
What the average man means is that if we do our
bit, God will see to the rest. Of course He will. The
basis of things is Redemption, which is finished, the
point a man has to realise is that God has saved him,
and what he has to do is to get into the relationship
of actual salvation and be of worth to Jesus Christ
here and now. Men are not going to be redeemed,
they are redeemed; Redemption is complete. That
is a revelation, not something we get at by thinking,
and unless we grant that Redemption is the basis of
human life, we will come up against problems for
which we can find no way out. It is God Who
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redeems man; once that realisation dawns, the
sense of gratitude springs up; and man becomes of
use to God in practical life.

“Chambers, O. (1996, c1973). The love of God. Hants UK: Marshall, Morgan
& Scott Containing also The ministry of the unnoticed, The message of
invincible consolation, The making of a Christian, Now it is possible.
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